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July 27 Ceremony
In 1953, the Korean War ended with a truce but unfortunately 32 Washington County boys were killed in
the action. A truce was signed on July 27 and Antietam Chapter 312 built a splendid monument to remember them. It is a custom for this Chapter to hold
a commemoration ceremony on that day each year.
This year, the program was openened by a few remarks by Commander Jim Mobley who introduced
Abigail Nigh who sang the national anthem beautifully
with her usual mellow voice.
This was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance, The
Invocation by Chaplain Bud Johns, and remarks by
Commander Mobley.
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There was only one speaker scheduled, Dr Hung Sik
“Allen” Shin, and he was introduced by Les Bishop.
However, Maj Gen Kyoung Soo Shin arrived unexpectedly. He wasn’t on the program because he had
several other ceremonies to attend that day and we
didn’t think he would be available.
MG Shin spoke of the war and the many sacrifices
American as well as men from several other countries
made to extablish their freedom. He thought this was
remarkable that men would give two or three years of
their life for a country few knew about and people of
a totally different culture.
Dr. Shin again thanked the American veterans and discussed the war in terms of his own life. He was born
in Seoul in December of 1950, the least propitious
time he could have arrived! He received his basic education in Korea and came to the United States for his
advanced degrees which included an M.S., and a PhD.
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The fallen troops were then remembered by the reading of their names by Les Bishop and the tolling of the
bell by Jesse Englehart. The traditional wreaths were
placed by Officers and Committeemen of Chapter
312.
The Joint Veterans Council Honor Guard performed
their traditional rites with skill as usual.
We thank the City of Hagerstown for providing chairs
and managing the traffic so that the program could
proceed in a more solemn manner.
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Bedford County KWVA
On Saturday, September 10 at 11:00 a.m. the Bedford County, PA Visitors' Bureau will be dedicating
their Memorial for Korean War Veterans who have
died serving their country.
Like our Chapter, they have been working on this
for quite some time. I have been helping them
with their dedication program and our Chapter
has loaned them our Korean flag, since they have
no KWVA Chapter there. Professor Shin from
Frostburg University is scheduled to be one of the
speakers.
The dedication is at 11:00 a.m. on September 10
and I am requesting three volunteers to go with
me in Class A uniforms to show support. I will
drive us there from my home in Eastern Allegany
County, and will need to leave from my home no
later than 9:30 a.m.
-Ron Twentey

Monthly Bull Sessions
Several months ago we were discussing unofficial
meetings (coffee Klatch) at the suggestion of Les
Bishop. We all thought it was a good idea and the
subject was brought to the Regular meeting. The
decision was made to meet on the 2nd Wednesday
of the month so we could keep all or meeting on
the same day—Wednesday.
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Arrangements have been made with the Bob Evans
restaurant on Dual Highway to allow us to meet in
a corner of their dining room at 12:00 Noon. We
could have lunch, coffee and chatter as much as
we wanted to.
The first of these meetings will be held on
Wednesday Sept 14. Wear some item of clothing
that identifies you as a Korean War Veteran.
Recent medical research suggests the social meetings with peers is beneficial to ones health since it
is relaxing making everyone feel more comfortable
and self confident. This brought about a reduction
in heart attacks and strokes compared to those
who were mostly alone.

Send stories and pictures to: crgaush@myactv.net
* Deceased

** No longer a member

September 5

Labor Day

September 7

Regular Meeting of Chapter 312, 2:00 PM, American Legion, Post 211

September 10

Meeting at Bedford, PA to establish a new KWVA chapter, 11:00 AM

September 14

Chapter 312 Bull Session, Bob Evans, 12:00 Noon

September 15, 1950

U.S. Forces land at Inchon

September 21

Chapter 312 Ex Comm Meeting, 2:00 PM, American Legion, Post 211

September 26, 1941

Military Police Established
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North Korea Still Angry

The Last Full Measure

The North complained about the American/ROK
military exercises just starting saying they are designed for the invasion of their country. They say if
the exercises continue, there will be a preemptory
nuclear strike on the South. Of course, they have
made these threats for many years but it is doubtful
that anything will come of it. Mr Kim is fully aware
that if such a strike occurs his country will become
a pile of ashes from the U.S. retaliation. After all, Mr
Kim might be crazy but he’s not dumb.

We have built a splendid monument to the fallen
soldiers from Washington County who fought in
the Korean War. Unfortunately, however, few really
know who they were. Historian Burkholder has begun a new history book describing each of the 32
men whose names are carved in stone at the Monument.

In the Newsletter, we are supplementing Clayton’s
work by publishing a short biography of each man.
We will publish two each month starting with this
In addition, North Korea’s deputy Ambassador to issue. As more information becomes available,
the United Kingdom defected to a third country each bio will be updated.
with his family. This is the highest level defection to
date. Veteran diplomat Thea Young Ho, his wife
and 19 year old son (it is unclear how many children
Donald Eugene Angle
the diplomat actually has) left England by unknown
means. The total number of defections this year is
Born: September 11, 1928 Age 21
814 and consist of increasingly higher military and
state officials. The Deputy Ambassador usually carDied: July 25, 1950 Yeongdong Korea (MIA)
Corporal US Army SN: 13 277 061.

1st Cal Div, 5th Reg, 1st Battalion, C Company

Burial: Remains not recovered. Listed in Courts of
Missing, Honolulu, HI
On Tuesday July 25, the 1st Cav held its position
12 km northwest of Yeongdong. Later, the DPRK
forces occupied Mokpo and kept forcing the UN
troops further south. The newly arrived 1st Cavalry Division (1st Cav. Div.) lost Yeongdong on July
25. Cpl Angle probably lost his life at this time.

The DPRK Embassy at Gunnersbury west of London

ries out the day-to-day functions of the embassy
(pictured). Mr Thae said that his distaste for the
Kim regime and his desire to enjoy the democratic
freedoms of the South were his motives for defection. He is a well spoken and debonair man with a
pleasant disposition in contrast to the bombastic
outbursts of Mr Kim. Mr Thae and family are in a
third country from which they will seek asylum in
South Korea.
The Ambassador’s son, Thae Kum-Hyok, was a student at Acton High School near the embassy. He
later attended the Imperial College in London
where he studied math and computer science.
The North Korean Embassy had little to say about
the incident. However, the continuing defections
among high staff and the sudden disappearance of
others imply serious internal conflicts which some
think could lead to the collapse of the government.
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Charles W Barton, Jr
Born: May 29, 1931 Age 19
Died: August 14, 1950 Taegu area, Korea (MIA)
Sergeant US Army, SN: 13 276 942
1st Cav Div, 7th Regiment, 2nd Battallion, E Company
Buried: Remains not Recovered, Listed Courts of
Missing, Honolulu. HI.
Aug 14 was the 51st day of the war and the 1st Cav was
one of three understaffed divisions in the Taegu area
facing the DPRK 2nd—6th divisions during the rain.
The North’s forces broke through the NW corner
forcing the ROK troops back into the 1st Cav causing
Gen Walker to move his HQ from Taegu to Pusan.
Sgt Barton probably died in this engagement.

Picture of the Month

How’s That For Fancy Brickwork!

THAAD

Melons or Missiles?
Ever since the US-ROK joint announcement that the
THAAD defensive missile system would be located
at the agricultural Town/County of Seongju, the residents have become the front line in the fight for
the opposition. The people obtained 100,000 signatures on a petition rejecting the THAAD placement.
Any petition that has gained 100,000 signatures in 30
days must be considered by the White House. [I
presume this means the U.S White House because
the Korean “White House” is called the Blue
House.] This is a process to organize the people to
demand that the US rescind the THAAD program
and go home.

sacred land of Seoungju to be forever used as a military base by foreigners. Nor can we pass down the
disgraceful THAAD to our children. Just as our ancestors did we will defend Seongju...even if it
means...our lives.”

Apparently, these people weren't born in 1950 and
have no knowledge of who: gave them their country, who sent over 2 million troops to help keep the
peace for 63 years, which country lost over 36,000
dead for them, and who lost over 7,000 troops who
have not been returned, some of whom undoubtedly have lain under the very soil that was growing
their precious melons. I don’t see much of an attempt to find the remains of these fine young boys
The protestors are comparing this program to the [avg age ~ 20] who gave their lives so these resi1905 Japanese occupation of their country (!!) and dents could enjoy their freedoms.
calls into question the ROK-US relationship which is
becoming a little unstable. The residents say “We As a Korean War Veteran, I think I speak for my colhave a duty to defend this precious land and pass it leagues in being very irate at this insult to our efforts and sacrifices to defend this country. crg
on to future generations. We cannot give...the
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