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In The Silence Of The Evening  

Local KWVA Antietam Chapter 312 celebrated the 
62nd anniversary of the signing of the truce that 
ended the fighting in Korea in 1953.  Unfortunately 
this was just a truce which meant that hostilities 
could resume at any time.   

Actually, the North Koreans have violated the truce 
several hundred  times resulting in the death of 
many U.S. troops sent there to stabilize the demilita-
rized zone. Over the 62 years, some two million mil-
itary served in this capacity but were forgotten like 
the original active echelons who took heavy casual-
ties from 1950 to 1953.  Considering the idiosyncrat-
ic nature of the leaders of North Korea, one is at a 
loss to determine what they will do next.  

The master of ceremonies for the observance was 
Commander Jim Mobley of Antietam Chapter 312.  
The principal speakers were Maj Gen Shin Kyoung -
Soo, Military Attache at the Korean Embassy in 
Washington, D.C.  The second speaker was George 
W Owings, III, Secretary of the Maryland Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, both of whom delivered 
fervent talks to thank the men of peace who went to 
war in a strange land.  Secretary Owings said that we 
still forget saying that there should have been thou-
sands paying their respects here at this time.  

The oratory was followed by the placing of the 
wreaths after which a hush fell over the crowd.  V 
Commander Bishop read the names of the 32 fallen 
men [or should I say boys] from Washington Coun-
ty.  After each name was read, a ceremonial bell was 
rung  in the silence of the evening infused with the 
thought of so many, so young, so long gone.  Death 
is expected of the aged, but for the young, who 
have yet to experience life, it is unbearable.   

We were also pleased to be graced with the pres-
ence of a crew from the Antietam Volunteer Fire 
Department.  

The Honor Guard of the Joint Veterans Council and 
The Marine Corps League performed flawlessly as 
usual.   

Commander Jim Mobley  Maj Gen Shin Kyoung -Soo 

Ron Twenty with Maj Gen Shin  

The crew from Antietam Vol Fire Dept  

George W Owings, III  

Part of the crowd attending the ceremony  
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Commander  Jim Mobley  301-733-0433 

V Commander  Les Bishop 240-420-3755 
2nd Vice Comm  Pat Patterson 301-790-3914 

Treasurer Jim Mobley  301-733-0433 

Secretary Charles Gaush 301-797-7494 

Chaplain  Dr Bud Johns 301-739-8077 

Judge Advocate Carl Paylor 301-797-1462 

Sergeant-At-Arms Dick Sayles 301-733-7123 

Historian  C Burkholder  301-582-2930 

Past Commanders Bob Glausier  W Winebrenner*  

 Les Bishop Ed Stahl* 

 Jim Ensminger Ned Renner**  

Exec Committee  Jim Mobley  Les Bishop 

 Ron Twentey Pat Patterson 

 Bob Glausier  Charles Gaush 

 Jim Kline Ron Twentey 

 Don Funk  Dave Ashburn  

Committees    
Ways & Means Lou Surratt  301-393-0994 
Activities  Don Funk  Jim Kline 
 Ron Twentey Dave Ashburn  

Public Relations  Les Bishop 240-420-3755 

Membership  Ron Twenty 301-478-3131 

Monument  Les Bishop 240-420-3755 

Scholarship  Joe Startari 301-739-0274 

Quartermaster  Roy May 301-432-8287 

Newsletter  Charles Gaush 301-790-4985 

Send stories and pictures to:  crgaush@myactv.net  

*   Deceased        ** No longer a member  

September 2 Regular Meeting, Chapter 312, 2:00 PM, American Legion Post 211 

September 7 Labor Day, Monday  

September 9, 1945 US Army arrives in Seoul to accept Japanese surrender of South Korea  

September 16 Chapter 312 Executive Committee Meeting, 2:00 PM, American Legion, Post 211 

September, 1950 Massive invasion at Inchon by McArthur®s end-run around South Korea.  

September 23 Chapter picnic at Blackrock  Park, 1st Pavilion, all day  

October 16, 2015 Fund Raiser at Sams Club, Friday from 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM. 

Fund Raiser 

The next fund raiser will be on October 16 at 
Sam®s Club.  This will be an all day affair so many 
volunteers will be needed.  Please use the sign -
up sheets at the next meeting to offer your help.  
There are always chairs present for those who 
can®t stand for long periods of time.  And, of 
course, refreshments are readily available.  

Julia Manor Bingo  

The biannual Bingo game we sponsor at Julia 
Manor took take place on Thursday August 16  at 
2:00 PM.  Pat Patterson oversees the KWVA mem-
bers who assist the residents playing the game.  
Most of these are very old people who have vari-
ous physical disabilities such as tremors and vi-
sion problems and could use a helping hand.  

Julia Manor is located at 333 Mill Street in Hager-
stown, MD 21740.  It is a 130-bed fully accredited 
nursing home with a trained and certified staff of  
numerous caregivers.  The Home is a ­for profit® 
institution and is one of five franchises under 
Magnolia Management in Maryland and Pennsyl-
vania. The professional services offered by this 
organization include  

¶ Pain Management  
¶ Continence Management  
¶ Wound Care  
¶ Licensed Nursing  
¶ Physical Therapy 
¶ Rehabilitation  
¶ Occupational Therapy  
¶ Stroke Rehabilitation  
¶ Balance Management  
¶ IV Therapy  
 

Following the path of least resistance is what 
makes both men and rivers crooked  

     Unknown  
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A 5000-line telephone exchange in Stockholm, 1884  

Korean War Plaques 

There are some Korean War Plaques left in  in-
ventory that are on sale for $10 each.  These 
make very nice gifts for the grandchildren and 
others.  See Roy May and pick up a few.  I®m go-
ing to buy a few and one will go to my oldest 
grandson who was born on June 25, 1996 

Tempers Flare!  

Trouble At The Front, Again  

Earlier this week, two South Korean soldiers were 
wounded by land mines placed in the South Kore-
an sector of the Truce Line.  This is an area on ei-
ther side of the border that is 4 miles wide; two 
miles in North Korea and two miles in South Ko-
rea.  The North Koreans claim they know nothing 
about the land mines but it is hardly reasonable to 
assume the South put them there.  

In addition, the annual military exercises between 
the South and the USA began.  The North always 
finds this terribly irritating claiming that the South 
is preparing to invade the north and responds 
with a variety of idiosyncratic and/or serious ac-
tions.  One of their assertions this year was that if 
we didn®t stop the exercises, they were going to 
fire one of their nuclear ICBMs, of which they 
have none, at Austin Texas!  There are only two 
things of note in Austin: the capital of Texas and 
Rice University, which is an excellent institution.  
But why Austin Texas?  Did they throw a dart at a 
U.S. map? 

The ROK Army responded to this insult by putting 
up banks of their Psychological Warfare loud-
speakers and broadcasting propaganda messages 

to the north.   

This would be annoying because the loudspeakers 
are very loud [about 120+ decibels] since they ap-
pear to be modifications of the old Navy Beach-
masters which were used to direct traffic on  
beaches during invasions in WWII.  

The North didn®t let this pass unnoticed and began 
firing artillery south into the ROK portion of the 
demilitarized zone and the South Koreans re-
sponded by firing 155 mm shells into the North®s 
part of the DMZ.  None of the shells landed in the 
civilian occupied areas although these were evacu-
ated as a precaution. 

Although this is getting a lot of press, it isn®t unusu-
al.  In fact it is rather routine by now and people 
just go about their business.  But you never know 
what will happen.  The most intelligent and sane 
NK official was purged, the one who had some re-
lations with China.  Now China is miffed with Mr 
Kim and the money supply probably has dried up 
which leaves Kim with just his nuclear weapons, a 
large conscripted army, and a small income from 
luxury stores in Pyongyang.  Everyone knows he is 
a weak leader despite his aggrandizements.  Stir-
ring up trouble abroad to shore up the base at 
home is one of the oldest tricks in a tyrant's book.  

The real problem for the North is that it is probably 
on the verge of collapse.  Most of the population is 
severely malnourished, the economy is in tatters 
(119th in the world),  China is no longer so friendly, 
and Russia has its own agenda and problems. So 
sooner or later both the people, living in a previous 
century, and the military are going to say no to the 
dictator because modern, social media is smug-
gling in a picture of the real world. And the expatri-
ates who manage to get out of the country use the 
internet and social media to confirm the magnifi-
cent conditions in the south.  Since there are no 
strong leaders left, the country just might collapse.  
To top it all off, Mr Kim is reported to be ill, was ill 
previously, and, at one time, disappeared for a 
month.  Stay tuned.  

 

 


