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In The Silence Of The Evening
Local KWVA Antietam Chapter 312 celebrated the
62nd anniversary of the signing of the truce that
ended the fighting in Korea in 1953. Unfortunately
this was just a truce which meant that hostilities
could resume at any time.
Actually, the North Koreans have violated the truce
several hundred times resulting in the death of
many U.S. troops sent there to stabilize the demilitarized zone. Over the 62 years, some two million milCommander Jim Mobley
itary served in this capacity but were forgotten like
the original active echelons who took heavy casualties from 1950 to 1953. Considering the idiosyncratic nature of the leaders of North Korea, one is at a
loss to determine what they will do next.
The master of ceremonies for the observance was
Commander Jim Mobley of Antietam Chapter 312.
The principal speakers were Maj Gen Shin KyoungSoo, Military Attache at the Korean Embassy in
Washington, D.C. The second speaker was George
W Owings, III, Secretary of the Maryland Depart- George W Owings, III
ment of Veterans Affairs, both of whom delivered
fervent talks to thank the men of peace who went to
war in a strange land. Secretary Owings said that we
still forget saying that there should have been thousands paying their respects here at this time.
The oratory was followed by the placing of the
wreaths after which a hush fell over the crowd. V
Commander Bishop read the names of the 32 fallen
men [or should I say boys] from Washington County. After each name was read, a ceremonial bell was
rung in the silence of the evening infused with the
thought of so many, so young, so long gone. Death
is expected of the aged, but for the young, who
have yet to experience life, it is unbearable.

Maj Gen Shin Kyoung-Soo

Ron Twenty with Maj Gen Shin

The crew from Antietam Vol Fire Dept

We were also pleased to be graced with the presence of a crew from the Antietam Volunteer Fire
Department.
The Honor Guard of the Joint Veterans Council and
The Marine Corps League performed flawlessly as
usual.
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Julia Manor Bingo
The biannual Bingo game we sponsor at Julia
Manor took take place on Thursday August 16 at
2:00 PM. Pat Patterson oversees the KWVA members who assist the residents playing the game.
Most of these are very old people who have various physical disabilities such as tremors and vision problems and could use a helping hand.
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* Deceased

Julia Manor is located at 333 Mill Street in Hagerstown, MD 21740. It is a 130-bed fully accredited
nursing home with a trained and certified staff of
numerous caregivers. The Home is a ‘for profit’
institution and is one of five franchises under
Magnolia Management in Maryland and Pennsylvania. The professional services offered by this
organization include

** No longer a member

Following the path of least resistance is what
makes both men and rivers crooked
Unknown

The next fund raiser will be on October 16 at
Sam’s Club. This will be an all day affair so many
volunteers will be needed. Please use the signup sheets at the next meeting to offer your help.
There are always chairs present for those who
can’t stand for long periods of time. And, of
course, refreshments are readily available.

September 2

Regular Meeting, Chapter 312, 2:00 PM, American Legion Post 211

September 7

Labor Day, Monday

September 9, 1945

US Army arrives in Seoul to accept Japanese surrender of South Korea

September 16

Chapter 312 Executive Committee Meeting, 2:00 PM, American Legion, Post 211

September, 1950

Massive invasion at Inchon by McArthur’s end-run around South Korea.

September 23

Chapter picnic at Blackrock Park, 1st Pavilion, all day

October 16, 2015

Fund Raiser at Sams Club, Friday from 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM.
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Korean War Plaques

to the north.

There are some Korean War Plaques left in inventory that are on sale for $10 each. These
make very nice gifts for the grandchildren and
others. See Roy May and pick up a few. I’m going to buy a few and one will go to my oldest
grandson who was born on June 25, 1996

This would be annoying because the loudspeakers
are very loud [about 120+ decibels] since they appear to be modifications of the old Navy Beachmasters which were used to direct traffic on
beaches during invasions in WWII.
The North didn’t let this pass unnoticed and began
firing artillery south into the ROK portion of the
demilitarized zone and the South Koreans responded by firing 155 mm shells into the North’s
part of the DMZ. None of the shells landed in the
civilian occupied areas although these were evacuated as a precaution.
Although this is getting a lot of press, it isn’t unusual. In fact it is rather routine by now and people
just go about their business. But you never know
what will happen. The most intelligent and sane
NK official was purged, the one who had some relations with China. Now China is miffed with Mr
Kim and the money supply probably has dried up
which leaves Kim with just his nuclear weapons, a
large conscripted army, and a small income from
luxury stores in Pyongyang. Everyone knows he is
a weak leader despite his aggrandizements. Stirring up trouble abroad to shore up the base at
home is one of the oldest tricks in a tyrant's book.
The real problem for the North is that it is probably
on the verge of collapse. Most of the population is
severely malnourished, the economy is in tatters
(119th in the world), China is no longer so friendly,
and Russia has its own agenda and problems. So
sooner or later both the people, living in a previous
century, and the military are going to say no to the
dictator because modern, social media is smuggling in a picture of the real world. And the expatriates who manage to get out of the country use the
internet and social media to confirm the magnificent conditions in the south. Since there are no
strong leaders left, the country just might collapse.
To top it all off, Mr Kim is reported to be ill, was ill
previously, and, at one time, disappeared for a
month. Stay tuned.

Tempers Flare!
Trouble At The Front, Again

Earlier this week, two South Korean soldiers were
wounded by land mines placed in the South Korean sector of the Truce Line. This is an area on either side of the border that is 4 miles wide; two
miles in North Korea and two miles in South Korea. The North Koreans claim they know nothing
about the land mines but it is hardly reasonable to
assume the South put them there.
In addition, the annual military exercises between
the South and the USA began. The North always
finds this terribly irritating claiming that the South
is preparing to invade the north and responds
with a variety of idiosyncratic and/or serious actions. One of their assertions this year was that if
we didn’t stop the exercises, they were going to
fire one of their nuclear ICBMs, of which they
have none, at Austin Texas! There are only two
things of note in Austin: the capital of Texas and
Rice University, which is an excellent institution.
But why Austin Texas? Did they throw a dart at a
U.S. map?
The ROK Army responded to this insult by putting
up banks of their Psychological Warfare loudspeakers and broadcasting propaganda messages

A 5000-line telephone exchange in Stockholm, 1884
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Korean Christian School
Three KWVA members from Chapter 312 attended
the opening ceremony of the Global Vision Christian School (GVCS), a boarding school for high
school students. Commander Mobley, Past Commander Bishop, and Secretary Gaush were graciously received by the staff of the school which
will provide education for 31 students from Korea.
The school is actually a consortium with Broadfording Christian Academy (BCA), the Scotland Campus, and the GVCS. The school president emphasized that this is the beginning and that in 5—10
years they anticipate having hundreds of students.
The Opening Ceremony began with a video of the
school and remarks by the Rev Joshua Kang, VicePrincipal of the school and a prayer by Rev
Byungdal Kum, Family Ministry Director. This was
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the American and Korean Flags and the National Anthems of
both countries.

Scotland Chapel showing John Koontz’s plaster work

The major address was given by Dr Sung Ryul Cho
who is the Principal of the National BCA-GVCS. He
spoke passionately of the situation in Korea after
WWII and offered the greatest praise on the American forces who suffered such overwhelming casualties in the war that established the Republic of
Korea with it’s flourishing economy and freedoms.
He emphasized the often heard theme that none of
this would be here today without the American
forces.
Les Bishop, Jim Mobley, and Charles Gaush at Scotland Chapel .

The Scotland Chapel with Denis Koontz, Johns nephew, walking toward the alter. Les Bishop is at the left.
Some of John Koontz’s work. The column and the
ornate top is plaster which was assembled by John
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Little Known Effects of Diabetes

North Korea’s Nuclear Arsenal

As we grow older, many of us develop diabetes; it is
a genetic disease of the elderly. It is caused by several genes we inherit from our ancestors so there is
little we can do about getting it. Ironically, our ancestors several (4 or 5) generations back weren’t
bothered by it too much because they didn’t live
long enough to get it. Actually in 1900, the average
life span for males was only 47 years so not many of
them got it. We’re talking here about type 2 diabetes; type 1 affects younger people.

Indications from commercial satellite imagery
show that North Korea may be starting its main nuclear weapons fuel reactor. The new activity is located in the country’s northwest region at Yongbyon. “If the North Koreans have restarted the
reactor, it shows they are continuing to build up
material for their nuclear weapons program.” said
Jenny Town of Johns Hopkins University.

The North has two basic problems: (1) is the quality of their uranium ore and (2) the construction of
Diabetes can’t be cured yet but can be controlled a small enough warhead to strike more distant tarby insulin which became available commercially in gets.
1930. Unfortunately, Insulin is a liquid and so it is
North Korea’s supply of uranium ore is sparce.
injected and some people are terrified by injecProspecting for better ore resulted in two mines
tions. So they take oral medications which aren’t as
that produce ores containing 0.26% and 0.086%
effective as insulin. In addition, these oral medicauranium. This is not exactly what you would call a
tion have toxic side effects that may cause liver
potent ore and would require quite a bit of prodamage.
cessing to produce fissile uranium which is about
But the point of this article is the little known ef- 80%.
fects of diabetes on the brain. Recent research
The North have rockets and warheads but do they
shows that this effect can be devastating in many
have ICBMs? No one really knows but estimates
diabetics. The problem is that diabetics have an imfor warheads range from 5 to 23. The real question
paired ability to regulate the flow of blood to the
is: can they miniaturize these devices enough to
brain. This impaired ability to control the movecarry them to their target? That being the United
ment of glucose and oxygen to the brain in times of
increased mental activity contributes to mental and States, more than likely Hawaii.
functional decline.
There are reports of another weapons test to take
place in October.
Some of the effects that occurred in two years include (1) decreases in gray matter in the brain, (2)
decrease in blood flow by 65%, (3) performance in
tests on thinking and memory decreased by 12% (4)
higher levels of inflammation in blood vessels, and
(5) difficulty in performing simple daily activities
such as cooking and bathing.
This link between diabetes, cognitive decline, insulin resistance and nerve degeneration lead some
scientists to refer to Alzheimer's Disease as type 3
diabetes.
The best way to combat diabetes and lose weight at
the same time is to avoid eating as much carbohydrate as you can. The maximum consumption
should not be more than 75 to 100 grams a day.

MERS Is Gone!
South Korea declared the end of the MERS outbreak
at the end of July. The disease affected the national
economy by restraining consumer spending and
devastating tourism. The government declared a
$19.8 billion USD stimulus designed to help businesses seriously hurt by the outbreak. With only
one patient still under treatment, officials stopped
short of declaring the country MERS free.
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Yongbyon Nuclear Facility, Jan 2015
38 North/Getty Images
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