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Over 300 Korean War Vets Attend
D.C. Commemoration Events
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otic and Veterans Affairs and Korean War Veterans Association President Larry Kinard.
Mr. Kim detailed the goals of the newlyformed US-Korean War Veterans Support
Foundation in preserving the legacy of those
who served, particularly among grandchildren
of the veterans. Entertainment was provided
by the U.S. Army Brass Quintet.

Fifteen Korean War veterans and family members from Antietam Chapter 312 of the Korean
War Veterans Association attended commemorative events in Washington, D.C. on
July 26, 2014. The main event was held at the
Amphitheater in Arlington National Cemetery
and it was followed by a luncheon program at
the Sheraton Hotel in Pentagon City. Both
events were sponsored by the Republic of Korea Embassy, the United States Postal Service
and the US – Korean War Veterans Support
Foundation. Approximately 300 US and Korean War veterans, numerous US and Korean
government officials and several Korean business executives attended both functions.

The profound sense of gratitude to the veterans and the need to preserve their legacy was
the main theme of the luncheon at the Sheraton Hotel. In addition to the numerous
speakers who praised the unity between the
United States and Korea, time was also taken
to honor the more than 36,000 who were
killed in the war, 2/3 of whom were lost during the first 8 months of the conflict.
Several awards were presented to individuals
who worked hard for this unity as well as the
recognition of veterans. Among the recipients
was Lt.Col. Kang Moon Ho from the ROK Embassy. Mr. Kim Jung Hoon awarded four
scholarships to students who had been involved in these legacy programs. The luncheon also proved to be a great time to renew
old friendships and to discuss common programs among the various veterans’ groups.

The program in Arlington National Cemetery
was designed to commemorate the 61st anniversary of the truce agreement ending hostilities in Korea in 1953 and to honor those who
served during the Korean War. ROK Ambassador Ahn Ho-young was the featured
speaker and he conveyed his county’s sincerest appreciation to America and the veterans
who served in the war. He noted that Korea
would not be where it is today without the
sacrifices of those who served.

The fifteen members from Antietam Chapter
312 who attended these events were Les &
Fran Bishop, Ernie Brant, Bob Glausier, Jim
Mobley, Phil O’Toole, Dick and Norma Sayles,
Tom & Marlene Shank, Cecil Snyder and his
son, and Ron, Trish and Pete Twentey. These
inspiring ceremonies will be remembered for
years to come.

A special part of the program honored Medal
of Honor recipients and, on this occasion, the
USPS Postmaster General Patrick Donahoe
unveiled a new stamp series recognizing the
Medal of Honor recipients, many of whom
were in the audience. Among others who
spoke were Representative Jim Jung Hoon of
the ROK National Assembly, Vice-Minister
Choi Wan Keun of the ROK Ministry of Patri1
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Veterans History Forms
Veterans History forms have been put out on
the table next to the Secretary’s Minutes. I
hope all of you have taken one home and filled
it out. I will put out a box labeled for the collection of these forms at our next meeting.
These will eventually be typed up and bound
in an attractive cover. Hopefully, we can provide each member with a copy depending on
costs.
If you have filled out the form, you can also
email it to me (I’m in the box to the left) or you
can send it by postal mail to:
Charles R Gaush
202 Lily Court
Hagerstown, MD 21740-2037
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September 3

Chapter 312 Meeting, 2:00 PM, American Legion Post 211

September 4

Veteran’s Resource Workshop, 11:00 AM, Legion Post 211

September 5

U.S. Air Force Concert Band with Singing Sergeants, HCC, 6:15 PM,

September 6

The United States Navy Sea Chanters, HCC, 6:15 PM,

September 17

Exec Comm Meeting, 2:00 PM. American Legion Post 211

September 24

Fund Raiser at Sam’s Club, 9:00 AM til Closing

October 8

Ledo’s Pizza, 20% off tab, 12:30 PM
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The Korean War Legacy and You
Back when we first started Antietam Chapter
312, our main goals were that the Korean War
would not be forgotten, that those who served
during the Korean War era would be remembered and that those whose lives were lost
would be honored. Our monument goes a
long way to satisfying those goals. Preserving
the legacy of the Korean War and those who
served during that time gets harder and harder
as we all get older. To the current generation,
the Korean War is ancient history and, indeed,
events so long ago they have no memory of.
To my mind, we must make the most of our
passing years and get our legacy out to the
public and, in some way, have it preserved for
future generations. There are several ways this
can be done. As a KWVA chapter, we can promote the “Tell America” program. In addition
to visiting schools, we should tell our story to
local clubs and civic organizations as well. The
personal stories we have to tell should be recorded for future generations. In the past few
months, we have recorded interviews with 17
chapter members (that’s only 21% of the membership!) through the auspices of Korean sponsored sources. Dr. Jongwoo Han has formed
the Korean War Veterans Digital Museum for
the specific purpose of preserving the Korean
War legacy - a library of our lives.

Han’s foundation sponsors a KWV Youth Camp
in Washington, D.C. each summer. The camp is
for descendants (ages 16 – 22) of Korean War
veterans and it is almost FREE. The July camp is
a great opportunity for the young people to
learn about the Korean War, meet students
from other countries, listen to top-notch speakers on communications and other topics and
there is also a chance to visit the Korean War
memorial on the Mall. Another big benefit is
that a number of scholarships will be awarded
to the Youth Camp attendees. If you a have a
grandchild who might be interested in this very
special program, contact Les Bishop for more
information about it. Let’s keep our legacy
alive.
Professor Han and myself would like to
thank those chapter member who have already
been interviewed. Those interviewed in April
were Clayton Burkholder, Jesse Englehart, John
Jackson, Dr. Buddy Johns, Warren Middlekauff,
Johnny Koontz, and Paul Summers. I hope I
didn’t forget anyone. By the way, those interviews are now on-line. Go to KWVDM.org to
see our “stars.”
Our members interviewed in August
were Les Bishop, Ernie Brant, Ed Dozier,
Charles Gaush, Ed Ruos, Dick Sayles, Cecil Snyder, Lou Surratt, Wayne Taylor and Ron
Twentey. Many, many thanks to all of you.

Les Bishop, Past Commander
Professor Han has now decided to interview Antietam Chapter 312
all Korean War veterans regardless of whether
they served in Korea, Japan or elsewhere. Even
Sick List as of Aug 23, 2014
if you are what we call a Korean Service veteran
(someone who served in Korea after January
Wilbur Snyder
Don Stahl
31,1955), your story will be an interesting conJoe
Startari
Charlie Morris
trast to Korean War vets. You may think your
Pete
Callas
Bud Johns
service was unimportant, especially if you
served in Europe or elsewhere, but remember,
the Korean War was fought to stop communist
aggression in Korea. Communist aggression
was a world-wide threat and the main focus of
our foreign policy in the 1950’s. Your service
was important!
A final word about the Korean War legacy:
In addition to the preservation of Korean War
veterans’ interviews and artifacts, Professor
4

Chapter 312 Memorial Ceremony
Chapter 312 of the Korean War Veterans organization presented a moving, patriotic program on July 27, 2014 to mark the end of the
Korean War. The program began with remarks by Past Commander Les Bishop which
was followed by the National Anthem sung by
Abigail Nigh. We were all expecting the standard High School soprano solo but were quite
surprised when we heard Abigail’s beautiful,
rich, mellow, alto voice as she solemnly sang
the anthem. Our National Anthem is hard to
sing due to its great range but Abigail nailed it
like a pro from the highest note to the lowest.
After the invocation by Chaplain Johns and
remarks by Commander Glausier, Les Bishop
introduced the speaker, Col David Clark, USA
(Ret), who spoke of the sacrifice and hardship
of those who served with emphasis on the
number killed in action or wounded and the
defeat of first Communist aggression.
After the speech, Jim Mobley, Chairman of the
Monument Committee, talked about the heroes of the war and the construction of the
monument in their honor.

Notice!

There may be some confusion about the variWreaths were placed by Bob Glausier, Com- ous history projects that are now ongoing.
mander; Ron Twentey, Vice Commander; Pat Actually, there are three such ventures:
Patterson, 2nd Vice Commander; and Dave 1. The Korean War Veterans Digital MemoAshburn, Secretary; representing the various
rial conducted by Dr Joonwoo Han
whose videos are being put on the Intermilitary organizations.
net. Prof Han needs 30 more of our interviews.
They can be viewed at
The wreath laying was followed by a solemn
www.KWVDM.org.
If you want our
reading by Chm Mobley of the 32 young men
War
to
be
remembered,
make your
of Washington County who were killed in accontribution!
tion. The Honor Guard and Taps were performed by the AMVETS Post 10, very sharp, 2. The Military Histories for which you are
filling out forms is a written undertaking
and The Marine Corps League, Antietam Dewhere the individual pages will be incortachment.
porated into a single book. This is an extension of Clayton Burkholder’s project
The Benediction was given by Chaplain Bud
which is mostly pictorial.
Johns followed by dismissal by Les Bishop.
3.
We would like to have a verbal presentaConsidering the threatening weather, we had
tion by individual members. This will
a severe storm warning, there was a fine turn
cover your written histories but the group
out by the public who were sitting comfortawill have an opportunity for discussions.
bly under tents generously provided by the
We’re doing all of this because when we
City of Hagerstown. Our fearless participants,
are gone, that’s it. Everything you know
however, had no cover.
will be lost, and, we keep getting older.
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