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President Park To Visit

Picnic At Black Rock

Vice Commander Les Bishop has been notified that The Chapter 312 picnic at Black rock was a success
South Korean President Park will visit Washington in that most of those who signed up attended. So
the crowd was a little thin but the food and comin mid-October.
panionship made up for it.
You will recall that the previously scheduled 2015
visit was canceled due to the sudden and extensive The food was arranged for by Leiter’s Catering who
provided a varied menu of chicken, ham, potato saloutbreak of MERS virus infections in South Korea.
ad, mac and cheese, BBQed meat balls, dill pickles,
Our quota for the trip is 20 veterans. He is assum- dinner rolls, beverages and deserts.
ing that the arrangements will follow the same
guidelines that were in place for the dinner several V Cdr Bishop had more information on the Presiyears ago probably including some security hur- dent Park Dinner which is to be help at the Andrew
dles. Therefore, he may have to respond to the Em- Mellon Auditorium on Constitution Ave. [picture, p
5] A bus will be provided but we are limited to 20
bassy on very short notice.
members.
Wives are not invited except for caregivers of disabled veterans. There will be a bus for the dinner at The Mellon Auditorium is used for many diverse
the Elk’s parking lot which is scheduled for October events. The common use is for weddings, formal
14 at 7:00 PM. This means we will probably leave receptions and meetings. The building is a tripartite
affair with the Auditorium in the center flanked by
Hagerstown at about 4—4:30 PM.
two large buildings which contain Interstate ComSo please call him if you think you would like to go merce Commission (ICC), Department of Labor,
and he will start the list. The final list to the Embas- and part of the Environmental Protection Agency
sy will follow a “first call, first go” policy. His home (EPA) encompassing nearly six acres and extending
phone number is 240-420-3755.
1,000 feet along Constitution Avenue. [Additional pictures on pages 2 and5].
Veteran Volunteer Program
Picnic
Photos
Les Bishop

The Hospice of Washington County is in need of
volunteers and is asking veterans to consider the
undertaking. A hospice is a type of care and philosophy of care that focuses on the palliation of a
chronically ill, terminally ill or seriously ill patient's
pain and symptoms.
The Hospice, located at 747 Northern Ave, is asking
for veterans to volunteer their time especially with
hospice veterans. They have something in common
and can provide companionship, assist with Round
Table discussions, and talk about the good old days.

Fran Bishop
Les Bishop

Jim Mobley

Volunteers are needed for Companionship and
emotional support, caregiver relief, running errands, grief support, and music therapy. Veterans
have their own common language and experience
which can form strong relational bonds. They can
educate and assist patients in receiving veterans
benefits, and assist in replacing lost medals.
For more information or to apply, call Lindsay Anderson at 301-791-6360.
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Pavilion #1

Kim Jong Un over the years. Left: a 16 year old student
(Switzerland), middle; a later school picture, and right; a
young adult. From basketball player to Dictator. He has
broken both ankles and has diabetes and is believed to be
32 years old. He ravels around quite a bit inspecting factories, farms, etc. offering ‘field guidance’ with the ever present generals with their ever present notebooks.
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Don’t Leave Home Without it!
Roy May still has some Chapter 312 plaques for sale, $10

October 7

General Meeting, Chapter 312, 2:00 PM, American Legion Post 211

October 14

Dinner with President Park, 7:00 PM, Andrew Mellon Auditorium, D.C.

October 16

Fund Raiser, Sams Club, 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM

October 19

Hospice Vol Training, 5:00 to 9:00 pm, Hospice of Wash Co, 747 Northern Ave

October 21

Ex Comm Meeting, Chapter 312, 2:00 PM, American Legion Post 211

November 11

Veterans Day Activities

December 3

Annual Christmas Lunch, 12:00 Noon, Elks Club
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Wonsan Operation October 1950
The war had been in progress for some five
months with the UN Forces bogged down at Pusan, McArthur’s landing at Inchon, and the
push north into communist territory. McArthur
wanted to have another landing operation on
the east coast of Korea to expedite the future
influx of troops and supplies. Wonsan harbor
was selected because of its strategic location
about 100 miles north of the 38th parallel. It had
highways to Seoul and Pyongyang, was Korea’s
primary east coast port, had an airfield, communications facilities, and railroads. It is located
south of Hungnam in a giant inlet called East Korea Bay.
The plan was controversial because the forces
were scheduled to move due west to reinforce
the 8th Army. Adm C Turner Joy thought it
would be better to go overland because it would
be faster. Other officers protested for taking
troops out of action when they could have been
pursuing the Communists. There were also logistical problems; moving X Corps from Inchon
would disrupt 8th Army’s transportation equipment delaying its movement to the north. In
the end, McArthur ordered the 1st Marine Division to debark from Inchon and 30,184 troops
were loaded onto the USS Mt McKinley and othThe original Oct 10 sweep was abandoned probably
due to the massive mine fields ahead. The Oct 11
sweep took the ships in to Wonsan. The USS Pirate
and Pledge were hit NW of Yo-do. The ROK YMS-516
was sunk south of Yo-do while the Japanese sweeper
JMS-19 was hit just SE of Tae-do. The magnetic mines
can be programmed so a ship can pass over it for say 6
times, but on the 7th passage it detonates. So the
channel had to be swept many times thus causing the
delayed landing.
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er ships for the 830 mile trip to Wonsan which
began on Oct 15. Upon arrival at Wonsan five
days later [Oct 20] they found the harbor thick
with several thousand Soviet magnetic and contact mines. The Communists had learned their
lesson at Inchon where they never expected an
invasion due to the 32 foot tides so they didn’t
lay any mines. The US and ROK Navies didn’t
have enough minesweepers to clear the harbor
quickly so the Marines had to sail up and down
the coast for five more days until the mines
were cleared. Finally on Oct 25, the ships were
permitted to enter the harbor by way of one
swept channel [see map] but still a lot of mines
remained which took a toll on the minesweeping fleet.
Since the ROK 1st Division had captured Pyongyang on October 19, the X Corps was directed
north toward Hungnam and Chosin Reservoir.
The Army’s 3rd Division arrived at Wonsan in
early November to join X Corps in its drive
north. The Army 7th division landed at the port
of Iwon, 78 miles north of Wonsan. Gen Almond said that we’re scattered all over the place
and as soon as we clear the CCF out we can
send our divisions home and let the ROK take
over.
The X Corp did well moving up the peninsula
until the massive Chinese intervention. This

caused the 8th Army and X Corps to move southward to more defendable positions. Overrun on
both sides of the Chosin Reservoir, Almond’s
east coast offensive was not to be. The battle was
now into November and December and involved
the vicious Battle at the Chosin Reservoir which
is another story (Newsletter, Dec 2013, p3).

F9F Panther Jets over Wonsan

In other words, the battered remains of X corps
and it’s equipment were evacuated from Wonsan harbor from December 3 to December 7.
Later, the Navy began an 861-day blockade of the
port to prevent its use by the Communist forces.
It was the longest blockade in the history of
modern warfare and was ended only by the July
27th Armistice some two years later. Regardless
of bombardment from CCF land batteries, UN
forces captured seven of Wonsan’s harbor islands one of which was used to construct a 1200
foot emergency air strip.
The Wonsan landing was significant because of
the destruction of the Navy’s two top minesweepers The destruction of the USS Pledge
and the USS Pirate along with the sinking of Japanese MS 19 and ROK MS 516 [see photo] brought
attention to the fact that the US government had
weakened this arm of naval operations by marking it first in the post-war drawdown of military
equipment. The loss of these ships resulted in
the greatest and most rapid construction of
minesweepers since WWII. The pace was so fast
that some keels that had already been laid for
frigates and destroyer escorts, some of which
were half built, were converted to minesweepers.
Today, Wonsan is developing into a tourist/
vacation resort. Even though it is an industrial
city with a chemical factory and a cement plant,
many modern skyscrapers are being built and it
is now attracting foreign tourists. The tourists,
however, have escorts [minders] to show them
around so they can’t see the “other side of the
tracks”.
Chairman Kim Jong Un said recently that he
wanted to develop a posh vacation resort there
which does have a very nice long beach. It will
be interesting to see how the Hermit Kingdom
handles the influx of tourists since they are really
xenophobic. That being the case, accommodations will be made for the visitors because the
country is in dire economic condition and needs
any additional income it can get. Its only real
source of revenue is coal which it sells to China.
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ROK minesweeper blown up by magnetic mine at Wonsan

LSTs off-loading at Wonsan

UDT (Underwater Demolition Team) prepares to examine the
beach for underwater obstructions at Wonsan, 1950.

F-86s over Wonsan Area

The Electronics War
Way back in 1959 the South Korean micro electronics
company Lucky Goldstar was the leading producer
of just about everything. It made the first radio, electric fan, telephone and later the first refrigerators,
TVs, and air conditioners. The company was also big
in semiconductors and cell phones. Lucky Goldstar,
a name that doesn’t slip easily from the tongue, was
renamed simply “LG” and the war was on with its
arch rival Samsung.
Samsung has since emerged as one of the world’s
Andrew Mellon
largest producers of chips and smartphones. Recently, Samsung’s production of electronics far exceeded
LGs largely because the government persuaded LG
to get out of the semiconductor business since in- The Andrew Mellon Auditorium
dustries were restructuring after a steep recession.
Samsung was racing ahead in the production of TVs
and smartphones rivaling Apple. In fact, it set its
place at the top of the heap by bringing out a range
of premium top of the line smartphones.
The result was the decline of LG for two years with
heavy losses while Samsung sailed ahead with record
profits. However, the competition for smart phones
was becoming stiff with Apple’s iPhones, LG’s G4, as
well as phones from China such as Lenovo, Huawei
and Xiaomi, and Micromax of India .
With this situation to contend with, LG placed its
bets on a newly emerging technology, organic light
emitting diode (OLED) displays. These displays are
much thinner than the others and produce a picture
that is substantially better and more crisp than LCDs.
In addition, they do not require backlighting and are
flexible. They were difficult to produce but after LG
made a breakthrough in the manufacture of OLEDs,
its 55” curved OLED screen, originally costing
$15,000, can now be purchased from Amazon for
$2500. LG has just completed a new production facility and is considering a third so its fortunes are rebounding becoming the worlds largest producer of
large screen displays. It anticipates that 40% of
smartphones will have OLED displays and it has 90%
of the market in small screen displays, mostly for Apple watches.
Another emerging market is in automobiles which
use TV screens as well as batteries. It supplies electric-car batteries to 13 of the world’s 20 largest automotive brands, including Renault-Nissan, which has
the largest range of battery-powered cars. Last December LG contracted with Mercedes-Benz to work
on camera systems for automated driving. LG is also
using OLED technology to create bendable, energyefficient light panels for general lighting.
Sony and Panasonic in Japan viewing this situation,
scrapped a proposed partnership to produce OLEDs.
[Source: The Economist Newspaper, London, 2015]
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