KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATION www.chapter312.com/ A 501 (c) Organization

E=NEWSLETTE®;

KWVA . ANTIETAM CHAPTER 312 . PO BOX 868 . FUNKSTOWND 21743-8687 October 2015

President Park To Visit Picnic At Black Rock

Vice Commander Les Bishop has been notified that | "€ Chapter 312 picnic at Black rock was a success

South Korean President Park will visit Washington N that most of those who signed up attended. So
in mid -October. the crowd was a little thin but the food and com-

panionship made up for it.

You will recall that the previously scheduled 2015
visit was canceled due to the sudden and extensive 1 Nh€e food was arranged for b

outbreak of MERS virus infections in South Korea. provided a varied menu of chicken, ham, potato sal-
ad, mac and cheese, BBQed meat balls, dill pickles,

Our quota for the trip is 20 veterans. He is assum- dinner rolls, beverages and deserts.

ing that the arrangements will follow the same _ : : ,
guidelines that were in place for the dinner several v Cdr Bishop had more information on the Presi-

years ago probably including some security hur- dent Park Dinner which is to be help at the Andrew

dles. Therefore, he may have to respond to the Em- Mellon Auditorium on Constitution Ave. [picture, p
bassy on very short notice. 5] A bus will be provided but we are limited to 20

_ o _ _ members.
Wives are not invited except for caregivers of disa-

bled veterans. There will be a bus for the dinner at "€ Mellon Auditorium is used for many diverse

the EI k ®s p awhikhiisssgheduledtor October events. The common use is for weddings, formal
14 at 7:00 PM. This means we will probably leave receptions and meetings. The building is a tripartite
Hagerstown at about 43 4:30 PM. affair with the Auditorium in the center flanked by

o _ . two large buildings which contain Interstate Com-
So please call him if you think you would like to g0 merce Commission (ICC), Department of Labor,
and he will start the list. The final list to the Embas- gnd part of the Environmental Protection Agency

sy will follow a = f iHishkome geph)lenconfpassing heary @iX acrestahd eténding
phone number is 240 -420-3755. 1,000 feet along Constitution Avenue. [Additional pic-
Veteran Volunteer Program tures on pages 2 ands].

The Hospice of Washington County is in need of Picnic Photos

volunteers and is asking veterans to consider the
undertaking. A hospice is a type of care and philos-
ophy of care that focuses on the palliation of a
chronically ill, terminally ill or seriously ill patient's
pain and symptoms.

The Hospice, located at 747 Northern Ave, is asking
for veterans to volunteer their time especially with
hospice veterans. They have something in common
and can provide companionship, assist with Round
Table discussions, and talk about the good old days.

Volunteers are needed for Companionship and

emotional support, caregiver relief, running er-

rands, grief support, and music therapy. Veterans
have their own common language and experience
which can form strong relational bonds. They can
educate and assist patients in receiving veterans
benefits, and assist in replacing lost medals.

For more information or to apply, call Lindsay An-
derson at 301-791-6360.
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Don®t Leave Home

Roy May still has some Chapter 312 plaques for sale, $10

October 7 General Meeting, Chapter 312, 2:00 PM, American Legion Post 211

October 14 Dinner with President Park, 7:00 PM, Andrew Mellon Auditorium, D.C.

October 16 Fund Raiser, Sams Club, 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM

October 19 Hospice Vol Training, 5:00 to 9:00 pm, Hospice of Wash Co, 747 Northern Ave
October 21 Ex Comm Meeting, Chapter 312, 2:00 PM, American Legion Post 211
November 11 Veterans Day Activities

December 3 Annual Christmas Lunch, 12:00 Noon, Elks Club
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er ships for the 830 mile trip to Wonsan which
began on Oct 15. Upon arrival at Wonsan five
days later [Oct 20] they found the harbor thick

Wonsan Operation October 1950

The war had been in progress for some five
months with the UN Forces bogged down at Pu-  with several thousand Soviet magnetic and con-

san, Mc Art hur ®s | a n d taet mines. t Thel Comntupists, had leanedl their h e
push north into communist territory. McArthur lesson at Inchon where they never expected an

wanted to have another landing operation on i nv-asi on due to the 32 f o
the east coast of Korea to expedite the future | ay any mines. The US an

influx of troops and supplies. Wonsan harbor
was selected because of its strategic_location
about 100 miles north of the 38th parallel. it had
hi ghways to Seoul and
primary east coast port, had an airfield, commu-
nications facilities, and railroads. It is located
south of Hungnam in a giant inlet ealled East Ko-
rea Bay.

The plan was controversial because the forces
were scheduled to move due west to reinforce
the 8th Army. Adm C Turner Joy thought it

have enough minesweepers to clear the harbor
guickly so the Marines had.te sail up and down
the coast for five more days until the mines

Puere olepred Fmally on @ca 25, the ghips wekes

permitted to enter the harbor by way of one
swept channel [see map] but still a lot of mines
remained which took a toll on the minesweep-
ing fleet.

Since the ROK 1st Division had captured Pyong-
yang on October 19, the X Corps was directed
north toward Hungnam and Chosin Reservoir.

would be better to go overland becauseitwould The Ar my®s 3rd Division a
be faster. Other officers protested for taking early November to join X Corps in its drive
troops out of action when they could have been  north. The Army 7th division landed at the port
pursuing the Communists. There were also lo- of lwon, 78 miles north of Wonsan. Gen Al-
gistical problems; moving X Corps frominchon mond sai d that we®re scatt

would di srupt 8th
ment delaying its movement to the north. In
the end, McArthur ordered the 1st Marine Divi-
sion to debark from Inchon and 30,184 troops
were loaded onto the USS Mt McKinley and oth-

The original Oct 10 sweep was abandoned probably
due to the massive mine fields ahead. The Oct 11
sweep took the ships in to Wonsan. The USS Pirate
and Pledge were hit NW of Yo -do. The ROK YMS-516
was sunk south of Yo -do while the Japanese sweeper
JMS-19 was hit just SE of Taedo. The magnetic mines
can be programmed so a ship can pass over it for say 6
times, but on the 7th passage it detonates. So the
channel had to be swept many times thus causing the
delayed landing.

Ar my ®ad as soam as pve cléan tha ©OF owt wel cap -

send our divisions home and let the ROK take
over.

The X Corp did well moving up the peninsula
until the massive Chinese intervention. This



