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Stephens City, Franklin, WV, and Petersburg,
Congressman John Delaney sponsored a Vet- WV.
eran’s Resources Workshop on Thursday September 4, 2014. A variety of VA organizations The services offered are too numerous to list
were present to assist veterans starting at here but the highlights are: Geriatric and Long
Term Care (11 options), Medical Services
11:00 AM:
such as Cardiology, Dermatology, Nephrology, Endocrinology, Gastroenterology, HemaVA Medical Center, Martinsburg
tology/Oncology, Infectious Diseases, NeurolVA Baltimore Regional Office
ogy, Pulmonary/Critical Care, and RheumatolMD Dept of Veterans Affairs
ogy. Mental Health (15 options) including inMD Veterans Commission
patient and outpatient Psychiatry, and brain
VA Acquisitions Academy, US Dept VA
stem injury. Under Specialty Care services
Veteran Service Officers
one finds Cardiology, Pharmacy, Dental, ear,
MD DLLR Veteran Reps, and
nose, and throat, Ophthalmology, Optometry,
MD Commitment to Veterans
and orthopedics among others.

Veterans Administration Workshop

An abundance of literature was displayed to
provide information on all of the above topics.
This includes a VAMC 39-page tabbed booklet
on the services provided at the Martinsburg
Center, and a “Federal Benefits For Veterans”,
a 180-page book published by the US Dept of
Veterans Affairs. In addition, many representatives of these organizations were also present to answer questions and provide guidance.

This affair was held at the Dixon/Troxell
American Legion Post 211 which generously
provides space for KWVA activities. We wish
to express our sincerest thanks to Post 211 for
their thoughtfulness.

Disabled American Veterans Visit

A DAV service officer visits the Hagerstown
VA Clinic, Hub Plaza, Building 1101 Opal
Among those who spoke to the group were, Court as a free service on the third Thursday
of course, Rep Delaney, MD VA Secretary Ed of each month.
Chow, VAMC Director Tim Cooke and MD VA
Commission Director Fred Shinbur.
Some For October the date will be October 16
organizations had information tables with lit- from 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM. The service officer
erature such as VAMC Outreach and Benefits, will be available to provide information and
MD DHMH (Health), MD DLLR (Jobs), MCV- prepare VA claims for veterans, their spouse
ND Commitment to Veterans and Warri- and children. Appointments are preferred but
you will be taken between scheduled apor2Warrior.
pointments if there are openings. If you have
The main VA hospital is, of course, in Martins- questions or wish to schedule an appointburg with satellite locations in Cumberland, ment, please call 301-842-2562. [cont’d p2]
Hagerstown, Ft. Detrick, Harrisonburg,
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Another limited war?
America has been through a lot of wars,
too numerous to mention here. The major
ones are WWII, which we won with some
610,000 dead in 4 years. Korea was considered a stalemate but actually we won with
33,650 deaths in 3 years; Viet Nam lasted
10 years with 47,400 deaths; the Iraq war
ran on for 7 years and counting with 4,425
deaths; the Afganistan war 10 years and
counting with 2,340 deaths. In the Middle
East, we didn’t win, instead we stirred up a
hornets nest that’s heating up. The death
toll per year in these previous wars is:
WWII
152,500
Korea
11,216
Viet Nam
4,700*
Iraq
632
Afghanistan
234

We thought the Iraq war was over but it
isn’t. War is the option of last resort so
we must seriously enhance our knowlDAV Officer [cont’d]
edge of the relevant cultures as well as
You need a copy of your discharge paper [DD214]
our intelligence before we take that last
or other service record, a VA claim number if one
step. The President is in a very tough
has been issued, and any other correspondence or
position right now and is speaking softly
rating decision information you may have received.
while trying to prepare a big stick with
the cooperation of other nations.

Send News & Pics To:

crgaush@myactv.net

October 1, 2014

Chapter Meeting, American Legion Post 211, 2:00 PM

October 4, 2014

Ledo’s Pizza, Gather Saturday at12:30 PM or later, 20% off Tab

October 15, 2014

Executive Committee Meeting, American Legion Post 211, 2:00 PM

October 16, 2014

DAV Officer at Hagerstown VA Clinic, 9 AM to 3 PM.

October 24, 1950

Fund Raiser at Sam’s Club, 8 AM to Closing.
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*The drop in casualties is due to much improved weapons, defenses, and medical services.
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Entertainment will be provided by the Smithsburg High School Jazz Ensemble directed by
Mr Gary Rupert. Major General Shin, Military
Attache at the Korean Embassy is also expected to attend.

The second idea was to enroll other veterans
who have ever served in Korea which would
be quite a few over the past 59 years. How
much that would enhance our unit is unknown because we have no idea of the numbers involved. The Membership Committee
should call Congressman Delaney’s office and
have them contact the Pentagon to determine
the number of guys from Washington, Allegheny, Franklin (PA), and Jefferson (WV)
counties who served during those years. We
could then send them invitation letters with
an application. Other considerations are various types of Associate Member and Honorary
Members

Membership

Veteran’s Discount

The matter of membership in the Chapter has
been broached several times with extensive
discussions. The problem lies with the rules of
the National Association which specify that
90% of the membership must have served in
Korea or in a direct support unit for the Far
East Command. Following that guideline, the
numbers for Chapter 312 will decline to next
to nothing so we could have our Christmas
Luncheon at a table for 4 at a local restaurant.

If you eat at Ledo’s Pizza on Oct 8 (Wed) you
will get a 20% discount on your tab provided
you have a copy of their flyer. Ledo’s is a long
time restaurant being established in 1955 in
Adelphi and has some 60 restaurants in the
area.

Christmas Luncheon
This years Christmas gathering will be a luncheon at the Elks Club on December 3 at 12:00
noon. The menu selection is the same as last
year: chicken or ham at a cost of $13 per person. If you are planning to attend, please reply by 24 November to Bill Link (717-7650749) or Bob Glausier (301-432-5289) and
specify the number attending.

The discussions included enrolling the children of veterans but this may not benefit our
chapter since most of our children probably
don’t live in or near Hagerstown so most
would logically enroll in a local chapter.

Our Navy
It was just across the Delaware
Bainbridge is the spot
Where we are doomed to serve our time
In the land the God forgot.
Down with the snakes and lizards
Right in the middle of nowhere
A thousand miles from you.
We freeze, we sweat, we shiver,
It’s more than a man can stand.
We’re not supposed to be convicts
Just defenders of our land.
We’re sailors of the 1st regiment
Earning our measly pay,
Guarding the people’s millions
For two and a half a day.

Fund Raiser
Our customary fund raiser will be at Sam’s
Club on October 24 from 8 AM to Closing.
This time we will have large posters which will
describe what we do with the money we collect. This will eliminate a lot of questions
from contributors and may even enhance
their generosity. A sign-up sheet will be circulated at our next meeting.
Living with our memories
And waiting for our gals
Hoping while we’re waiting
They won’t marry our pals.
No one knows we’re living
And no one gives a damn.
At home it’s soon forgotten
That we belong to Uncle Sam.

The time we spend in the Navy
The time of our lives we’ve missed.
Boys don’t let the draft boards get you
But for God’s sake don’t enlist.
And when we pass the pearly gates
You will hear St Peter yell
“Fall out you bastards from Bainbridge,
You’ve served your time in Hell”.
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By
G Ensminger 5 April 1951
Remember James
When?
Recruit Training Co 4
Bainbridge, MD
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