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Korean Church Picnic
The Korean War Veterans from KWVA Chapter 312
attended an annual picnic in their honor sponsored
by the Hagerstown Korean Church at the invitation
of the Pastor, Rev Chi H. Yun. Sunday October 9
was nice sunny day as the Vets and Congregants
began to gather at about 10:45 AM at the Funkstown
Community Park. However, we noticed many people wrapped in blankets which was logical since the
temperature was about 54oF and the wind was
brisk—enough to chill anyone.
So Rev Yun asked the people to return to the
church for an indoor picnic. Prior to the lunch,
Sunday services were held with a prayer by Kenneth
Montgomery, a reading and homily “Don’t Forget
and Remember” by Rev Yun and greetings by Commander Mobley.

hymn “This is my Father’s World” and the closing
hymn “O, Lord my God” as well as other familiar
hymns.
The homily was based on the Book of Deuteronomy: 11 ff which indicates that one should never forget what the Lord has saved you from and what He
has given you. And when you are successful and
fulfilled, don’t say we did this by ourselves but always remember how you got there. If you forget
these things, you will be destroyed as other nations
have been destroyed before you.

As usual, the food provided was a mixture of Korean
and American food. There were hamburgers, hot
dogs, potato salad, etc., the standard American picnic food. We assume the rest was standard Korean
picnic food which, sometimes, we didn’t know what
we were eating but it was all very good. We thank
A Memorable part of the service was the singing of Pastor Yun and his congregation very much for
several traditional hymns to include the opening
their thoughtfulness and kindness.

Informal Get-together
Pictures taken by Jean Ekstine at the second casual
luncheon on October 12, 2016. This was fruitful in
that 13 members were present. The only ineffective aspect of the meeting was that we had a rectangular table so that several different conversations
were going on at the same time. Round tables
would be much better.

Those present at the luncheon: Dr Bud Johns, Ernie
Brant, Charles Gaush, Roy May, Joe Startari, Jim
Mobley, Pete Callas, Pete Warrenfeltz and Barbara,
Pat Patterson and Bev, Clayton Burkholder and Jean
Ekstine.
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We were saddened to learn that one of our members, ‘Bud’ Faulder passed away on Monday October 10, 2016 at the Meritus Medical Center. Born
on August 28, 1931 in Boonsboro, he was in the U.S.
Army during the Korean War and a member of the
Korean War Veterans Association, Antietam Chapter 312. He has three daughters, two sons, 15
grandchildren and 18 great grandchildren.
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Funeral services were held at the Minnich Funeral
Home on Monday, October 17 at 1:00 PM with the
Rev Curtis C Ehrgott officiating. Burial was in Cedar Lawn Memorial Park. Honors were provided
by the KWVA Chapter 312 and Graveside ceremonies were provided by the Joint Veterans Council
and the Marine Corps League.
On line condolences
www.minnich.com
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November 1

Tuesday: Documentary “Battle of Chosin” on PBS; check newspaper for time

November 2

Regular Meeting, KWVA Chapter 312, 2:00 PM, American Legion Post 211

November 9

Informal Lunch at Bob Evans, Dual Highway, 12:30 PM

November 11

JVC Ceremony at Marty Snook Park, 9:00 AM

November 11

Legion Post 42 Ceremony at Courthouse, 11:00 AM

November 11

Veteran’s Day ceremony at Veterans Park, Smithsburg 6:00 PM

November 11

Grace Academy Breakfast, Cearfoss Pike, 8:30 AM, RSVP: 301-733-2033

November 16

Exec Comm Meeting, KWVA Chapter 312, 2:00 PM, American Legion Post 211
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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE
nance in 1991. He then secured a position with
Frostburg State University teaching Finance and has
served as Professor of Finance at Frostburg for over
25 years.

We had our second lunch get-together at Bob Evans
(Dual Hwy) on Wednesday 10/12. Over a dozen of us
attended including wives, and lady friends. We had
a great time gabbing, eating and socializing. We
agreed to do it again in November on the second
Wednesday. Come on out to Bob Evans (Dual Hwy)
at 12:30 PM on 11/9. All are welcome- members,
wives, lady friends.

In 1975, he married Youngoak Shin, a North Korean
immigrant. They have one daughter Susan Shin
Connelly, whose husband is the son of an American
Korean War Veteran. They reside in New York.

Hagerstown Korean Church had their fall picnic on
Sunday, October 9th at the Funkstown Community
Park ....well not exactly, as the weather was cold and
windy so the event was moved to the Church. About
20 of us attended and enjoyed good food and fellowship.

Dr. Shin, whom we know as “Allen”, has visited us
several times and is a strong supporter of our Chapter and our missions. He and his family embody the
success that freedom can provide when given the
opportunity and that opportunity was provided by
our successful actions in Korea 1950-1955.

Our last fund raising event on Tuesday, October 4th
at Sam’s Club was successful. We raised $1,529, a tad
shy of our goal , but a worthy effort. Thanks to all
who participated, especially Lou Surratt who did his
usual fine corralling job.

Pursuant to the Chapter By-Laws, Article II, Section
3, a vote will be taken at the next regular Chapter
Meeting on Wednesday November 2, 2016 to accept
Dr Shin as an Honorary Member.

November will be busy early-on with numerous
events occurring the week of 11/7-11. Several of us
have speaking engagements at county High Schools
and Community College, plus 11/11 services at
Marty Snook Park (9:00 AM), County Courthouse
(11:00 AM) and several Towns later in the day. Support your Chapter and your Country by showing up
at these events.

The North Korean Dilemma

The North Korean nuclear development has proceeded much faster than could have been expected,
thus there was much reliance on the efforts of other
countries to achieve this goal. Suspected or known
countries involved since 1953 are Russia, China,
Iran, Syria, Pakistan, and India. Most recently, diplo11/7-11. Several of us have speaking engagements at mats have been sent to Cuba and Equatorial Guinea.
county High Schools and Community College, plus The reason is not known but they probably have
11/11 services at Marty Snook Park (9:00 AM), Coun- something the DPRK wants.
ty Courthouse (11:00 AM) and several Towns later in
the day. Support your Chapter and your Country by The present nuclear industry was not started by
young Mr Kim but by has father, Kim Jong Il. The
showing up at these events.
former ruler was much more lenient and ready to
JIM MOBLEY, COMMANDER
compromise and not liable to provoke his oppoHONORARY MEMBERSHIP NOMINATION nents with threats of a holocaust, nuclear or otherwise.
The Executive Committee is recommending Dr.
HungSik Shin for Honorary Membership in Antie- The sanctions imposed were too little and too late
being loaded with loopholes and conditions that
tam Chapter 312.
were easily evaded. Real sanctions would require
HungSik Shin was born in Inchon, Korea, on 19 Dethe cooperation of some 23 nations (not likely) to
cember 1950, during the early months of the Korean
prohibit the loading of North Korean aircraft and
War. He and his family endured multiple relocations
ships. This would produce very difficult conditions
during the Korean War period. After the war, the
in the North and require China to provide extraorfamily settled again in Inchon where HungSik Shin
Reactor
North
Korea do. Kim
dinary amounts of Fast
aidBreeder
which
she injust
might
grew to manhood during his nation’s struggles to
Jong Il emphasized the improvement of ordinary
rebuild, graduating from Jempo High School in 1969.
military over the civilian economy; while Kim Jr. emAfter a stint in the Republic of Korea Army from 1971
phasizes nuclear development over economics but
to 1974, he continued his education graduating from
allows more civil trade and “capitalistic” activities to
YonSei University in 1976. He then came to the Unitmaintain what is now a reasonably stable economy,
ed States to continue his education at University of
not to imply that it is flourishing, they’re still at the
Alabama where in 1981 he earned his MBA and then
bottom of the ladder but not ready to collapse.
went to Penn State University to earn his PhD in Fi
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Nutritional Advice

Some Of The Extras In Life

We are advancing in age and are in our “Golden
Years”. But as we continue to age, the gold starts
turning to brass. We are hit with some of the maladies as:
Skin issues; dry, brown spots, wrinkles, etc
Joint discomfort: stiffness, swelling
Weak Muscles
Memory loss
Declining vision and hearing
Decreased energy, increasd fatigue
Sluggish circulatory system
Hormonal decline
Dull thinning hair
Oh, now you can get an insurance policy for 5 Slow metabolism and weight gain
bucks a month that will protect you if your water
line breaks; and don’t forget the policy you can get This doesn’t make for happy campers so to alleviate
these woes, the “Nutraceutical” industry has
for 5 bucks a month that protects you if your elec- stepped in with thousands of dubious OTC remetric power line breaks or if the meter box fails.
dies; the following may help you decide what to
I could go on but time is short. So I’ll just leave you take:
with my favorite, the Automobile Cabin Air Filter (40 Ginseng
Skip
Fish oil pills Skip
to 60 bucks). After all, you have to filter the cabin air Ginko
Skip
Green Tea
OK
especially if you open the windows and doors. The
Folic acid
OK
doors particularly because you do have to get into Green Coffee Skip
Antioxidants Skip
Wt loss pills Skip
the car.
Skip
Zinc
Skip
Just some food for thought. Have fun and pay for Creatine
Homeopathics Skip
Protein Pdrs Skip
all your extras!

Isn’t this a wonderful world we live in? Our manufacturers are taking such good care of us. Why just
think, today when you buy a refrigerator, you can
get a filter that goes between the vegetable crisper
and the fruit crisper. There are no fans or anything,
it just keeps the vegetables from polluting the fruits;
for about 20 bucks. Then there is the air filter that
filters the air inside the refrigerator: 45 bucks. And
last but not least, the almighty water filter (40
bucks). After all that water must be clean to make
clean ice cubes. Of course, it’s the same water you
get at the faucet; you drink it, you cook with it and
wash your dishes in it. But dirty ice cubes! Not on
your life!

By James G Ensminger, First Grade Engineer, Auto
Mechanic, Navy Engineman, Plumber, Electrician,
Certified HVAC tech, Certified Boiler tech, Licensed Asbestos Remover, and Certified Sales Manager.

There are many more that can be found on the internet. For the vitamins, you should be able to get
enough of these in multi-vitamin capsules. This industry makes Billions of dollars each year peddling
this hoakie stuff.

Photo of the month

Eat lots of vegetables and salads, some fruit along
with a standard meal to include
meat (Creatine, B vitamins) potatoes (Vit C), fibrous and green vegetables, Dark Berries (Blackberries,
blueberries, black raspberries) instead of antioxidants. For weight
loss, watch your Calories and Carbohydrates; for carbohydrates you
should eat not more than half,
preferably less, of what you are
now eating; watch the beer too.
Probiotics are contained in yogurt
and are designed to change your
intestinal bacteria. This was being
peddled when I was in College, it
didn’t work then either. These
products tend to change the pH of
the intestines from basic to acidic
which is unnatural and can’t be
done.

Thought You Railroad Guys Would Appreciate This
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Lonely Deaths
knowing that he will be looked after, “ready to die”,
Seoul—November 2016. In a country where funer- watching his small TV— just about his only connecals are often very lavish, often lasting for days, the tion to the outside world since his arthritic legs
recent funeral for Song In-Sik was quite modest. won’t take him too far.
There was only one guest, a man whose employer,
Nanum & Nanum, volunteered to hold a ritual for a
The Last Full Measure
person he never met. The man, Park Jin-ok, placed
some fruit, dried fish, and artificial flowers in front
Herene Kline Blevens
Age 18
of the drawer in the Sungae Hospital morgue that
held Mr Song’s remains while the impatient mortuBorn: July 31, 1932
ary attendant asked him to leave.
Died: January 31, 1951, Chosin Reservoir, Korea, POW
Mr Song, 47, was found three days after his death in
PFC, U. S. Army, SN: 13 338 562
his rented room, lucky to get even a make-shift fu7th Inf Div, 32nd Regiment, Heavy Weapons Co
neral since a growing number of South Koreans are
Remains Identified 2013
dying alone with no relative willing or able to claim
Buried: Rest Haven Cemetery, Hagerstown, MD
the remains. Koreans believe that the funeral rite
POW: December 2, 1950
performed is essential in facilitating the decedent's
There’s really not much we can say about the nature of
passage to the other world.
The current surge in lonely deaths indicates how
South Korea’s strong family structure is changing.
Although the South has benefitted from a strong
economy, some families have been burdened by
economic and demographic upheavals. Those so
burdened are increasingly lonely because unlike
the old days, they see their communities destroyed
for urban development. So the poor and the old
have nowhere to go except to the hill top slums
called “moon towns”.

This misfortune began with the Asian financial crisis in the late 90s when lifetime employment vanished. Thousands of citizens who lost their jobs
never recovered because the fast paced society got
even more technical and competitive. Their fate
symbolizes the crumbling of the Confucian beliefs
Koreans have lived by forever. As is the case the
world over, parents spend all their earnings to insure the success of their children and in return expect their support in old age. Now, many older Koreans find themselves with out savings, pensions or
children willing or capable of supporting them.
Some of these ill-fated people can be found living
in cardboard boxes in Seoul’s subway stations or
underpasses reminiscent of the wretched post war
years. Whether or not they have family or friends to
depend on in stressful times, South Korea ranked
at the bottom of countries providing social support
for the lonely over the age of 50 or 60 according to
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development.
The organization mentioned above is Nanum &
Nanum who find these poor people and provide
funerals for them as they did for Ham Hak-joon, 87,
who had a small bus company he lost during the
depression of the late 90s. He sits in his room
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Herene’s capture. We can say that his internment was at the
Death Valley POW camp in Northwest North Korea. Eye witnesses say that some time after his capture, he starved (froze?)
to death.

PFC Blevens was captured on December 2, 1950. December 2
was Saturday, the 161st day of the war and the weather was
clear. The 31st and 32nd Regiments of the 7th Division withdrew to Hagalwuri while the Marines engaged the Chinese forces in a fierce battle. On December 3, the Chinese Forces released 27 POWs in the vicinity of the Chosin Reservoir. Undoubtedly PFC Blevens was engaged in these operations but,
unfortunately, he was not among the 27 prisoners released.

Lonnie Karnes Blevins

Age 20

Born: June 23, 1930
Died January 25, 1951 in Korea (KIA)
PFC, U. S. Army, SN 13 350 431
1st Calvary Division, 8th Regiment
Buried: Rest Haven Cemetery, Hagerstown, MD
Lonnie and Herene were brothers. Lonnie died 6 days before
Herene.
January 25, 1951 was Thursday, the 215th day of the war and
the weather was very clear. The UN and ROK forces, including
the 8th Regiment, began an intensive reconnaissance operation
south of the Han River. The movement to the north began as a
reconnaissance in force to locate and assess the size of the Chinese Army, believed to be at least 174,000. The Eighth Army
moved slowly and methodically, ridge by ridge, phase line by
phase line, wiping out each pocket of resistance before moving
farther North. The advance covered 2 miles (3.2 km) a day, despite the development of heavy blinding snowstorms and subzero temperatures that occurred in March. PFC Blevins was
undoubtedly a casualty of one of these early operations.

Don’t forget to get your flu vaccine early this month to prepare you for December, January, and February.
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Korean War Documentary

Happy Thanksgiving to Chapter 312
Members and Families

PBS, as part of their American Experiences series, will broadcast a documentary entitled

From the staff of the Chapter 312 Newsletter

“The Battle of Chosin”.

(Editor, writers, copy writers, proofreaders, research,
fact checkers, advertising, and circulation)

It can be viewed on Monday November 1, 2016.

[Positions Available]

Please check your local listing for the time it
will be aired.
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