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President Park Visits D.C.
South Korean President Park Geun-hye arrived
at Andrews Air Force Base on her visit to Washington with visits to the National Korean Monument, the dinner at the Mellon Auditorium, and
a visit with President Obama.
Ms Park spoke about the strength of the American-Korean Alliance to ease Washington’s concerns about her recent visit to China. As a matter of fact, she has made some six visits to China.
At one of these in September, she secured an
agreement with Chinese President Xi Jinping to
oppose North Korea’s nuclear program.
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Ms Park has always provided great support for
American Veterans and spoke of re-uniting Korea. Rep Charles Rangle, who is a Korean Vet,
spoke of the veteran’s sacrifices and asked them
all to stand to a inspiring round of applause.

Top: President Park
arriving at Andrews.

The menu was very good consisting of an appetizer, Korean Boneless Short Ribs served with
Kimchi Fried Rice and mushrooms. The wine,
both white and red, flowed copiously .

Middle: Col William E
Weber

However, the entertainment was better than the
menu. It consisted of five magnificent artists:

Bottom: CBS Children’s Choir arriving
at Mellon Auditorium

The Sejong Soloists, an internationally famous
string orchestra; Richard Yongjae O’Neill, an internationally distinguished Violist who played
with the Sejong Soloists; The CBS Children’s
Choir who sang works by Michael Jackson and
Pharrell Williams; The Woorigarak Youth Dance
Group who performed a traditional Korean Fan
Dance; and the K-Tigers a demonstration team
that performed taekwondo moves to music
showing the beauty of the Korean national sport.
All in all, it was a very nice trip and was rather
fun. The guys had a good time; too bad we were
limited to twenty members. This was because
of space limitations; there were some 42 or
more tables with 10 to a table for a total of
about 420. Dinner for 420 is quite a job but the
chefs, waiters, and waitresses did magnificent
work.
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In 1945 at the end of WWII, Japan surrendered to
the Allies thus releasing Korea as a sovereign nation. The State Dept. among other agencies, was
busy determining the victor’s spheres of influence. The U.S. claimed Wake, Midway, the Philippines, Okinawa, and Japan as our military protectorates.

In June of 1950, the north invaded the south to
start the Korean War. I won’t reiterate the details
of this conflict with which you are all too familiar.
At the end of the war in 1953, South Korea (ROK)
began its struggle toward democracy and economic independence. Japan did the same thing
along with other nations ravaged by the war.
Japan has a history similar that of South Korea.
After WWII, both were in ruins, both rebuilt their
country, and both achieved economic success
ranking very high in the international status of
nations.
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However, ROK President Park still has not had a
one-to-one talk with Japan Prime Minister Abe.
So it seems that significant friction between the
two countries remain.
Most South Koreans want to forget about the past
and concentrate on the future such as augmenting their military strength as a buffer to the idiosyncratic Kim Jong Un to the north rattling his
nuclear weapons. The South Koreans and neighboring nations wish Ms Park would be more accommodating and reasonable with Japan since
both are major economic players in the world and
major trading partners with the United States.
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By an oversight, Korea was omitted and at the last
minute an Undersecretary reminded Sec of State
Dean Acheson of the omission. The peninsula
was then divided at the 38th parallel; the southern
half tended toward a representative form of government while he northern half was under the
control of Kim Il Sung, a Russian/Chinese puppet.

** No longer a member

NOTE! It’s time for your Influenza Vaccination; November is is a good month for the shot to be fully protected. Be
sure to ask for the High Potency vaccine made especially for older people.

November 4

Chapter Meeting, Chapter 312, 2:00 PM, American Legion Post 211,

November 11

JVC Ceremony at Marty Snook Park, 9:00 AM
Legion Post 42 Ceremony at Court House, 11:00 AM

Wreath Laying ceremony at Smithsburg Veteran’s Park, 1:30 PM
November 17

Bingo at Julia Manor, 2:00 PM; Volunteers needed

November 18

Exec Comm Meeting, Chapter 312, 2:00 PM, American Legion Post 211

December 16

Christmas Luncheon, Elks, 12:00 PM, $13 per person, reserve before Nov 30
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The Korean Flag

Antietam Battlefield
On 30 September, the Civil War Trust announced the acquisition of 44 acres of land in
the center of the battlefield. Ultimately all the
land will be transferred to the National Park Service. The battlefield currently encompasses 3200
acres. The 44 acres was sold to the Trust by Lilli
Wilson whose husband and father-in-law served
in the military. Thousands of soldiers marched
across this land during 6 hours of combat on the
morning of September17, 1862.
Despite the rain, there were more than 100 visitors and officials at the ceremony. Attending
from Chapter 312 were Jim Mobley, Les Bishop,
Charles Gaush, and Cecil Snyder The principle
speaker was the Deputy Secretary of the Interior, Michael Connor. The Master of Ceremonies
was Civil War Trust President James Lighthizer.
Among the other distinguished guests were Ms
Lilli Wilson, Susan Trail, Superintendent of the
Antietam battlefield site, and representatives
from our Congressional offices.

The Korean Flag has three parts: the white
background, the red and blue circle in the center, and four trigrams, one in each corner.
The white background means peace. The red
and blue circle contains “Yin”, the blue part,
which represents all negative things in life
while the red part is ‘Yang’ which stands for the
positive things.

The trigrams are called ‘Kwe’ in Korean which
also symbolize opposites and balance signifying four basic elements:

To help keep warm in the damp, chilly weather
were hot drinks and an array of pastries.

Heaven, at the upper left, is three solid bars
Fire, at the bottom left, is two solid and one
split bar in the middle
Water, at the top right, is two split bars and one
solid in the middle, and
Earth, at the bottom right, is three split bars.
Taken together, these stand for the nation; the
background is the land, the circle denotes the
people, and the four trigrams signify the government.
North Korean Nuclear Test
South Korean intelligence said it expects North
Korea to conduct a nuclear detonation soon.
Three previous tests all have occurred after a
rocket launch, however, the expected fourth
launch hasn’t occurred yet but conditions at
the test site indicate significant activity.
It is thought that the country has about 10 nuclear devices, several rocket types, and old
“hand-me-down” submarines from Russia capable of firing missile-loaded rockets. The power and range of these missiles is uncertain because the Communists tend to exaggerate.
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President Park addressing the diners in Mellon Auditorium, Oct 14, 2015

Christmas Luncheon
The annual KWVA Chapter 312 Christmas Luncheon will
be held the year at the Elk’s Club. Reservations and
payment for the luncheon will be taken at the next regular chapter meeting on November 4th. The cost per
person is $13 and is open to members and family.

The meal will consist of chicken or salmon [specify
which you prefer at the meeting], salad, vegetable, dinner rolls, beverage and dessert.
Our guest of honor and speaker will be Col Dave Clark,
Ret. There will be other guests and speakers. A minimum of business matters will be conducted at this
meeting.
The entertainment will be provided by a Barber Shop
Quartet who will sing music appropriate for the occasion.
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Korean Church Picnic
The picnic was really nice and we all had a good
time. We sang hymns with them, chatted, ate
some good food – including hamburger and hot
dogs!!! Pastor Yun and those who were there
were just as pleasant and friendly to us as they
could be. All told, there were twelve of our veterans with three or four wives and about 25
members of the Korean Church, including several children.
We especially like to have the
children and teenagers attend these functions
to get to know the veterans.
The twelve veterans who attended were Jim
Mobley, Les Bishop, Pat Patterson. Cecil Snyder,
Jerry Moore, Lou Surratt, Ernie Brant, Richard
Carter, Don Funk, Clayton Burkholder, Roy May
and Bob Sandburg.
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