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their life to defend our country and promote freedom in the world. Freedom is
not free— you have to pay for it!

Ledo’s Fund Raiser

On Wednesday, October 8 members of
Chapter 312 of the KWVA gathered for
lunch at Ledo’s Pizzeria. It was a nice so-  Veterans have held many ranks and
jobs while in the military and many
cial event which we should do more often.
jobs in civilian life but we consider all
Among those attending were the Bishops,
veterans to be equals regardless of
the Johns, the Ashburns, and the Links
rank, status or title. A veteran is a vetplus Cecil Snyder, Charles Gaush, John
eran is a veteran and they are the same
Koontz, and Jim Mobley. Some people
as any other citizen in that they hold
came earlier and the Ruoses came for dinjobs, pay taxes, incur bills, and provide
ner. The total number attending was about
services.
20 or about 25% of the membership.
Ledos was founded in Baltimore in 1955  Previously, many were drafted but we
have had an all volunteer force for
and has many locations in the area. They
about 40 years.
are active in fund raising promotions and
Chapter 312 will receive a share of the in-  Many of you have family and friends
come for the day.
who are serving or are veterans.
A second fund raiser was held at Sam’s  There are many veterans who paid the
Club on October 24 and was a remarkable
full price—their lives— and who are
success. There were many more people
still over there– somewhere. These are
there passing by every minute or so. We
our honorable heroes.
really didn’t have much time to sit down
Members of the JVC will visit the Hancock
but some of us had to take a little break.
Middle and Senior High Schools as well as
Joint Veterans Council
the Brunswick Middle School in the near
The Joint Veteran’s Council (JVC) of future.
Washington Country visits Middle and This Issue
High schools in the county to discuss veterans affairs. Many topics are covered in- This issue looks a little different than previous ones. This is because I have
cluding:
switched, by necessity, from Windows
 A brief description of the veteran’s mili- Vista to Windows 8.1 on a different comtary service,
puter. Vista is so frayed it is almost inop Describing the various branches of the erable. Unfortunately, all of the material
for the Newsletter is there. So I have to
military
eke out bits and pieces from Vista and
 Defining a Veteran: One who wrote a
symbolic check to the U.S. Government learn Win 8.1 at the same time to build a
for any amount up to and including newsletter. So we’ll see what happens
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CHAPTER CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
Hagerstown Elks Club
December 3, 2014 at 12:00 Noon
$13 per person
Please send checks to:
Bill Link
11748 Woodlea Drive
Waynesboro, PA 17268
Name _____________________________
Number Attending ______ Choice: Ham or
Chicken ____________________________
Send coupon and money not later than November 24
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Send News & pics to crgaush@myactv.net

It doesn’t matter whether the glass is half
full or half empty, just as long as you are
the one pouring.

Events Schedule
November 4

Tuesday; Election Day; Remember to Vote

November 5

Chapter 312 Meeting, 2:00 PM, American Legion Post 211

November 11

Marty Snook Park; JVC, Wreath Laying; 9:00 AM

November 11

American Legion Post 42; Wreath Laying, Court House, 11:00 AM

November 11

Smithsburg Veterans Park; Bud Johns Wreath Laying; 2:00 PM

November 19

Exec Comm Meeting, 2:00 PM, American Legion Post 211
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Influenza Season Approaching

the world.

As winter approaches, so does our perennial
scourge, the flu. Influenza was so named
because back in the day, it was thought that
the seasons influenced the appearance of
the disorder. As it turned out this was correct, and the most active time was in the
winter. It is cold then and most people
would be inside and therefor crowded together. Since Influenza is one of the most
contagious diseases, it is very easily transmitted under these conditions.

It was concluded that the pandemic started
in Haskell County Kansas and was spread
by recruits to Ft Riley and from there to Ft
Devens, MA and on to the Great Lakes Naval Training Station located about 40 miles
north of Chicago. It was and is the largest
training camp in the world and in the
crowded conditions of 1918, would have had
twice the normal population of 45,000 trainees all packed into barracks.

In addition, there are hundreds of influenza
types within the three major groups: Influenza A, B, and C. Type A is the most common causing all the epidemics, B is less
common but can still be troublesome, and C
isn’t very widespread.
Then there was the great pandemic of 1918
which was caused by a highly virulent Type
A. Unfortunately, there was a war on and
the U.S. got into it late and was in a hurry
to get troops trained and into action. This
certainly magnified the situation and
caused a great deal of pressure between the
Public Health Service (which had just been
created) so the military paid little attention
to PHS.
When everything was over, some 50,000,000
people were dead. The disease was so severe that some physicians thought it was a
new disease. There was an unusual spring
outbreak of a virulent flu that spread rapidly and compromised the patients. This
seemed to be followed by secondary bacterial infections from pneumococcus, strep, and
staph. The result was called the black flu
or blue flu because the lungs were so consolidated (fluid filled) that tissues could not be
oxygenated and therefor died. Dead tissue
turns black. The blue comes from the fact
that although some circulation was maintained, there was little oxygen in the blood
which turned it blue like the veins on the
back of your hands. This pandemic killed
more people than any other single event in
3

At any rate, we haven't had a pandemic
since 1957 and 1968 so we’re just waiting.
Fortunately, we have a vaccine and some
drugs which they didn’t have in 1918. Today we have two vaccines: a trivalent and a
quadravalent. As the name suggests, one
has three strains of virus and the other has
four. Try to get the quadravalent one if
they have it. A pharmacist told me yesterday that seniors can get TWO flu shots a
year due to their declining immune system.
Now is the appropriate time for vaccinations
since the peak infectious period is January
and February. Be sure to get immunized!

Symptoms

Influenza

Cold

Onset

Abrupt, 1 d

Gradual

Fever

Usual, 3-4 d

Rare

Aches

Severe

Slight

Chills

Common

Uncommon

Fatigue

Usually

Sometimes

Sneezing

Sometimes

Common

Stuffy Nose

Sometimes

Common

Sore Throat

Sometimes

Common

Cough

Severe

Moderate

Headache

Common

Rare

Change of Command Ceremony

Bagged!

A picture of Lt Col Kang Moon Ho
“Tiger”, right, receiving the flag for
his new command. Tiger is taking
over a Naval District in the southwest corner of Korea. The general’s
name is unknown.

NEW PLACARDS FOR FUND RAISERS

Two new very large placards [next page]
have been produced by the excellent graphic
arts team of Twentey & Twentey from Little Orleans, MD.
The placard on the left is the Chapter’s mission statement describing such items as
maintaining the Monument, preparing applications and reviewing them for scholarships for high school students, preserve veteran’s stories and experiences, and providing aid and comfort to veterans in distress.

Our fearless Vice Commander caught this
300 lb black bear in the mountains in Garrett County.

Ron killed this magnificent 4 - 5 year old male with
his trusty 30-30 carbine rifle just after daybreak
Monday in the Swallow Falls area of western Garrett County. We believe it to be the first bear of this
year's season, but it was the third bear checked in,
since it took Ron and his 2 teammates 3 hours to
field dress it and drag it 200 yards uphill, handclearing thick undergrowth as they went to protect
the bear's unusual markings. It was then another
half-hour to get it to the check-in station, where it
was weighed, measured, and examined by the MD
Bear biologists, and photographed by various media. Ron will certainly have a great story to share
with all the
guys.

The second placard describes our stately
monument at Mealy Parkway and Potomac
Ave. As you will recall, it was dedicated
last year and honors those who served and
especially those who gave their lives for the
freedom of people they never knew. Among
those listed was Herene K Blevins whose
remains were interred after a full military
funeral attended by a number of Chapter
312 members.
These were the placards that were used for
the Oct 24 Fund raiser at Sam’s Club. I
hope you all stopped by to say hello to the
guys and also to put some money in the pot.
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