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In The Beginning...
Kim Jong-un has been going full throttle with his
nuclear weapons programs because no one can really stop him. Over the years he has acquired or
constructed a host of rockets and fissile material,
some in the form of completed war heads. But
where did it all start?

21st century, after 67 years of diligent work, they
have arrived at the point of detonating their 6th nuclear device of unknown magnitude. They think it
may be huge since they are detonating it under 800
meters of rock overburden, approximately 1/2 mile.
The shot was most likely scheduled for April 15, Kim
Actually, it started in 1953 when the North Korean Il-sungs birthday. But a few thing intervened so it
leader, Kim Il-sung*, (born Kim Song-ju) remember- will go off at Kim’s schedule.
ing Truman/MacArthur threats of using atomic The war games drive him crazy so maybe it would
weapons during the war, moved him to consider be a good idea to stop them for a while in return for
developing their own weapons. He also knew of a little more stability. Toying with any kind of agthe atomic bombings in Japan. This stance was am- gression may just set off his unstable mind which
plified when the US continued to support South Ko- would be catastrophic for South Korea.
rea and forced the Soviet Union [DPRK’s ally] to
withdraw its nuclear weapons from Cuba.

Special Chapter Meeting

The Soviet Union selected bright persons in the
DPRK to attend Soviet academies where they
learned a lot about nuclear physics and armaments.
They also provided the North with many items of
equipment including a very basic nuclear reactor.
After the fall of the Soviet Union, it was no longer
able to supply the North with much of anything.

Our chapter meeting in June will be very special. As
a result we will meet at 12:30 PM for a social gathering to greet our special guest, Brig General Pyo Sewoo who is the new Defense Attache at the Korean
Embassy. Since BG Pyo assumed that position last
fall, he has been visiting various KWVA chapters in
addition to his regular duties. We are very honored
Enter A Q Khan the brilliant Pakistani metallurgist, to have him as our guest in May.
father of Pakistan’s atomic bomb, who was the midThe schedule for the regular June meeting will be as
dle man selling thousands of parts and systems to follows: 12:30 to 1:00 PM— Social Time; 1:00 PM—
anyone with money. So it seemed to the North that Buffet Lunch. This will be followed by a short meetto be secure in this hostile international environ- ing during which BG Pyo will speak and officers
ment, they would need their own weapons. Since nominated. The luncheon is free and wives/friends
the US was the major contributor of material and are also invited. It would be nice to have a large
troops during the war, the North has ever since turnout to welcome BG Pyo.
been terrified, thinking that the US was going to For your information, BG Pyo is a career ROK Army
invade them. This is just a reflection of the Soviets officer who graduated from West Point. Yes, OUR
Slavic paranoia picked up during their long relation- West Point! He has a MSFS (Master of Science in
ship with Russia. DPRK is essentially a little Russia.
Foreign Studies) awarded by Georgetown University, a highly respected degree. He also earned a PhD
North Korea wants nuclear weapons for the same from the University of South Carolina. His military
reason any other nation does, to protect themselves career includes Battalion and Regimental comfrom foreign aggression. So the North has amassed mands as well as numerous senior policy staff posiits Military while suppressing its people.
tions. He brings his wife and two sons with him for
his tour of duty at the ROK Embassy. The word is
Over the decades, the North struggled with their out that BG Pyo is a very interesting person to chat
tasks with help from other nations particularly Iran, with. Make sure you are with us at the June Chapter
Pakistan, Russia, China, Syria, and India. Now in the meeting.
Les Bishop, Past Commander
* Il-sung means ‘from the Sun’
Note that this is a change in time for our regular chapter
meeting.
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DPRKs Attitude
When the nation of North Korea was founded,
it had the support of the Soviet Union so
things went well, in fact, better than the South.
Over decades things changed. The South
gradually overcame its difficulties and blossomed into one of the greatest nations in Asia.
Japan also became an industrial giant and finally China grew steadily to become a nation to
be reckoned with.
The North under a Communist regime struggled but really didn’t make it. It referred to itself recently as a “shrimp among whales”. It
wanted to become a big nation but the only
thing it had going for it was the nuclear weapons and rockets. Mr Kim wants to show the
world that he is as powerful a leader as his father and grandfather. He isn’t. So we have an
unbalanced leader in a poverty stricken country with nuclear weapons.
This situation is what’s making the North so
assertive and arrogant, afraid the U.S. is going
to invade. It comes to this conclusion by the
annual war games between the ROK and the
U.S. We have recently had over flights of powerful aircraft and now the arrival of our naval
strike group probably in addition to a few of
our nuclear submarines plus a couple of Japanese destroyers. Then we have President
Trump’s declaration that if China can’t handle
the situation, we will. Stay tuned.
Half of the American people have never read a
newspaper. Half never voted for President.
One hopes it is the same half.

Gore Vidal
May 3

Regular Meeting, Chapter 312, 2 PM, American Legion, Post 211

May 4

Chosin Reservoir Observance, U.S Marine HQ, Quantico, VA

May 10

Trip to Carlisle, PA, Army History Museum, Box Lunch, Elk’s parking lot, 9 AM back by 2 PM

May 17

ExComm Meeting, KWVA Chapter 312, 2:00 PM, American Legion, Post 211

May 17

Elks honoring WWII and Korean War vets; Reservations needed, see Activities Comm

May 29

National Parade in DC, Box Lunch, Bus at Elks 9:30 AM, Parade at 1 PM

May 30

JVC Snook Park 9:00 AM, Am Legion 42 Court House at 11:00 AM, Smithsburg 2:00 PM, Sharpsburg, Parade & Wreath Laying 11:00 AM, Parade 1:30 PM.

June 7

Special Meeting, Guest: BG General Pyo, Defense Attache, Social 12:30 PM, Lunch 1PM,

June 14

Casual Lunch at Family Diner, Ames Plaza (corner of US 40 and Cleveland Ave), 12 Noon
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DPRK Missile Tests
roughly circular similar to that seen on the satellite photo.
Kim Jong-Un has been testing missiles for some time now.
Recently, he launched 4 missiles simultaneously hoping to So this missile didn’t quite make it to the launch pad.
make some international noise. He didn’t since these were There is a notable lack of debris at the explosion
site that one would expect to see. This is because
just 4 ordinary SCUD missiles guaranteed to work.
the ‘launch’ (explosion) took place on March 22 but
Next he launched what may have been another Musudan the satellite was not in position over the airport unmissile which was reported to have exploded seconds after til March 28; the previous pass was on March 19 in
lift-off. Not so. Satellite photos taken at the launch area which no scar was observed. This gave the North
show no use of the two launch pads although supplies sufficient time to clean up all but a little of the dewere there. Rather, the photo obtained by 38North bris.
(pictured) shows a prominent 110 meter wide explosion
scar on the secondary runway of the Kalma International
Airport (previously known as the Wonsan Airbase). This is Dues Due Date [as of May 3, 2017]
where North Korea tests most of its Musudan IRBM missiles. The scar was located 400 meters from the Processing
Hanger where the IRBMs and mobile launch vehicles Beard, Conrad 5/26/2017
Vaughn, Edw 6/1/2017
(MLV) are prepared and 650 meters from the two launch
Englehart, J
6/6/2017
Moore, Jerry 6/13/2017
pads on the beach.
So the missile was apparently being transported to the Processing Hanger when it was destroyed by a catastrophic
explosion on the secondary runway. Of course the North
released much less information for this ‘launch’ so the reason for the catastrophe is unknown nor is the type of missile known.
The reasons for this conclusion are:

Funk, Donald

6/14/2017

Startari, J

6/18/2017

McCubbin, T

6/22/2017

Summers, L

7/7/2017

Brant, Ernest

7/11/2017

Snyder, Cecil

7/11/2017

Stevens, RW

7/11/2017

Taylor, RW

7/11/2017

O’Toole, PJ

7/14/2017

Paylor, CG

7/14/2017

Foltz, Robert

7/22/2017

Ruos, Edmund 7/16/2017

The Kalma Airport has been used for the last two years only
for MIG-19 and 21 aircraft and they always use the primary Woolcock, S
runway so the scar is not the result of a plane crash which

7/23/2017

Winchester Regional Meeting
Our sister chapter, the Shenandoah Valley KWVA
Chapter 313 was the host for a Regional Meeting on
Tuesday, April 11. The meeting was held at the Winchester American Legion Post meeting hall.
Our 10 members drove to Winchester in a van which
was reasonably comfortable. As one would expect,
the attendance from Chapter 313 was the largest followed by Antietam Chapter 312, and Col William E
Weber Chapter 142.

A marvelous buffet lunch was served by the Shenandoah Post consisting of ham, fried chicken, mashed
potatoes, coleslaw, green beans, and your selection
of four dessert cakes.
Among the guests were Dave Clark, Lew Ewing
[National Secretary], and the main speaker Jim Fisher, National Executive Director who talked about the
vicissitudes of being an Executive Director of such a
widely scattered organization.

© 2017 38North

This chapter as well all chapters represent man’s
greatest sacrifice for an unknown entity. Our GREAT
If the explosion was caused by a fuel truck, the scar pattern monument lies in Korea, in a region south of the
would be significantly different, looking like an ‘hour glass’. 38th parallel where one can find a new nation, towering with beautiful buildings, a shining nation on
The explosion scar of a missile would be irregular and
the peninsula that grew from ashes.
would be elongated.
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COMMANDERS MESSAGE

Warren V Middlekauf, Sr

Warren passed away on Wednesday April 12, 2017
at home after a lengthy illness. He was born on
September 5, 1930 in Williamsport, MD. Warren is
survived by his wife Martha Miles Middlekauf;
three sons Warren Jr, Thomas, and Gary. In addition, hr has two surviving sisters Mary and Janice
and one brother, Allen. He also leaves two grandApparently there was a misunderstanding about the
Ledos social for April as only 5 of us showed up for sons and numerous step grandchildren and step
lunch. It is May 10th that is cancelled. I apologize for great grand children.
the error.
Warren was a veteran of the Korean War and the
On May 10th we are making the trip to Carlisle to Vietnam War. He entered the military in 1952 and
served in Youngchon with the 52nd Ordinance Co,
tour the Army museum. See details elsewhere.
8th Army. In Vietnam, he served in the 79th Aircom
May is our busy month of the year. Starting May 3rd at Ben Hoa Air Base. In 1969 he returned to the
with our Regular Chapter meeting we go on:
states and joined the Active Reserve until 1990. He
May 10- bus trip to Carlisle, PA
retired from the military and from the Reserve as
May 27- Sharpsburg @1:30 PM Memorial Day parade an SFC after a total of 35 years. In civilian life he
was employed as a mechanic and was active in nuMay 28- Boonsboro @2 PM Memorial Day parade
merous social organizations
May 29- Washington, DC Memorial Day parade and Picture of the Month
Korean War Memorial ceremony
NOTICE- THE VISIT BY GENERAL PYO HAS BEEN
CHANGED TO JUNE 7, 2017. WE WILL MEET AS
ORIGNALLY PLANNED AT 12:30 PM, SOCIALIZE
AND EAT AND START THE MEETING AT 1:30 PM.
WIVES, LADIES AND GUESTS ARE INVITED.

May 29- Baltimore @11 AM KWVA time capsule interment
May 30- JVC Memorial Day @9 AM Marty Snook Park
May 30- AL Aux Memorial Day @11 AM WC Courthouse
May 30- Smithsburg Memorial Day @2 PM Veterans
Park
Please attend as many events as you can. Dress is
Class A, except for bus trip. Your presence makes a
difference.
Jim Mobley, Commander
Fredericksburg Luminaria prepared each Memorial
Day
Photo by Daniel C Gaush

Mulligan, Vernon G

Repp, Junior W

Age 29

Age 22

Born: August 20, 1928
Died: January 15, 1951 in Korea (KIA)
Private, U.S. Army, SN: 13 329 418
7th ID, 32nd Reg, 3rd Bn, Medical Co
Buried: Blairs Valley Cem, Clearspring, MD

Born: June 15, 1930
Died: August 14, 1950 in Korea (KIA)
Decoration: Silver Star
PFC U.S. Army
SN: 13 276 949
24 Inf Div, 21 Reg, 1st Bn, B Co, 3rd Platoon
Buried: Rose Hill Cemetery, Hagerstown, MD
On a rainy day, the 57th day of the war found
the 24th Div entering the fray from the port of
Busan. Their orders were to present a holding
action to stop the North’s 6th ID. On 8 August,
the North managed to cross the Naktong River
inflicting heavy losses on the 24 ID. The 31 Reg
was brought up to reinforce the front and a 10day battle ensued which forced the North back
across the river. Pfc Mulligan died during this
struggle at the west side of the now established
Busan perimeter.

After devastating battles in November and
December, the 7th Div returned to the MLR
in early 1951. As the division gained near
full strength, they fought at Cheechon,
Chungju, and Pyeongchang in an effort to
push the enemy back above the 38th parallel. They fought a series of limited objective attacks in January. Private Repp was
undoubtedly engaged in some of these
skirmishes where he was a medic who was
killed in action while tending to his wounded comrades.
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Norma Jean Sayles

US Army Museum

Norma Jean 84, passed away on Thursday April 13, 2017
after a brief illness. She was born Norma Jean Hess on
Christmas Day in 1932 and is survived by her husband of
65 years Dick Sayles, a member of the Korean War Veterans Association. She is also survived by a daughter Beth
Sayles and a son Andrew and two grandchildren Megan
and Katie. She graduated from Hagerstown High School
with Dr Laurence John in the Class of 1950.

On 950 Soldiers Drive in Carlisle, PA, one can visit
the US Army Heritage and Education Center
(pictured) which is dedicated to preserving the legacy of men and women who have served their nation
in the Army. Their mission is simply to make contemporary and historical materials available for research, education, and to honor soldiers, past and
present.

She was employed by the C & P Telephone Co as an opThe Visitor Center is the foundation of the campus
erator and for the Washington County Board of Education for 20 years. She also thrived on growing flowers and serves as a welcome and orientation site for all
and always had exquisite flower gardens admired by all. visitors. This center features a café, two large multi
She belonged to Oak Ridge Garden Club, Potomac Garden Club, and the Crossroads Garden Club, in addition
to the Ladies of Elks, Gold’s Gym, and the Washington Co
Board of Education Secretary’s Association. The family is
a member of St Johns Lutheran Church.
Friends were received on April 18 in the morning followed by internment in St John’s Lutheran Cemetery in
Clearspring.
We wish to extend our deepest sympathies and condolences to the Middlekauf and Sayles families.

Sponsor a Flag for Your Hero
Past and present heroes in our community can be
honored by sponsoring an American Flag in their
honor. Many individuals can be so honored such as
members of the military in many wars, firemen, policemen, and other first responders who put their
life on the line every day. You can also sponsor a
special teacher, mentor, or community leader for
their services. Your flag will be flying in the ‘field of
flags’ (pictured) on Northern Ave.

purpose rooms, and the Soldiers Experience Gallery.

Ridgeway Hall is adjacent to the Visitors Center
which manages the Library, Archive, and Research
Facility. The largest exhibit is the Army Heritage
The Field of Flags will be on display during the Me- Trail which covers about one mile and features
morial Day Holiday weekend: May 22 2017 to May nearly every era of Army History with interactive
30, 2017. The display is sponsored by the Long exhibits and large artifacts.
Meadows Rotary Club of Hagerstown Maryland.
Individual sponsors are $50 per flag while Corporate The Ridgeway Hall contains smaller exhibits which
sponsorships can be had for $250, $500, or $1000 (tax rotate periodically. The collections are so large, the
deductible). Send donations to the The Rotary Club displays have to be changed so visitors can see the
many and varied aspects of the Army’s history.
of Longmeadows, PO Box 1834, Hagerstown, MD.

Photo by DC Gaush
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Seoul at Dusk
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