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Regional KWVA Meeting

On April 13th, our chapter hosted a regional get -
together of Maryland and Virginia KWVA chapters
at the American Legion Post 211 in Funkstown. Five
chapters were represented and approximately 55 2
60 folks attended the gathering, including wives of
some KWVA members. It was a great time of fel-
lowship. Old friends were reacquainted and new
friendship were made.

After a very nice lunch provided by the Legion, sev-
eral people spoke to the group. The featured guest
was Mr. George Owings, the Maryland Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, who applauded the fact that our
aging membership could 2 and does 2 socialize
with one another. The Secretary also brought the
best wishes of the Governor and apologizes from
First lady Yumi Hogan, who had been invited to the
event. Secretary Owings also announce a special
project being initiated by Chapter 33 to bury a time
capsule at the Maryland Korean War Memorial in
Baltimore. Later in the session, Past Commander of
Chapter 33 Leroy Thornton explained the details of
the project.

After Secretary Owings®
national KWVA Secretary, announced various
events and things happening at the national KWVA
level. These occurrences included an invitation to
participate in this
Washington, D.C., scholarship programs being of-
fered by separate Korean foundations and he en-
couraged all to vote in the current election for na-
tional officers.

COL Bill Weber was next up and he fired up the
gathering with very passionate pleas for two pro-
jects his foundation has initiated.  The first project
is a plan to read the names of all the known
KATUSAs who died supporting US troops in the Ko-
rean War. COL Weber needs help from people
who will read these names at the June 25th ceremo-
ny at the Korean War Memorial on the Mall. The
second plea was for members to help promote the

year

Wall of Remembrance. COL Weber said that we are
close, but the effort needs a final push. For those
of us who have heard COL Weber speak before,
you know that his enthusiasm and appeal can really
fire up an audience.

The session concluded with some remarks from

Fred Lash, the KWVA Director of Communica-
tions. Mr. Lash addressed the need to seek new
members - specifically Korean Service Veterans 2
and spoke to several KWVA events as well as a new
book (called Leatherneck) which was about an ac-

tion during the war.

All said and done, the gathering went well. | think
our chapter made a good impression with our hos-
pitality, lunch, the program as well as the newsletter
display and the chapter books our Historian put
together. Thanks to Charles and Clayton. Thanks
also to all the others who helped setting up and
participating to make this a great event.

Les Bishop, Past Commander
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The North Korea Game

As shown in previous articles in this publication,

CNBF AdZNBNJ +F OF y i news of North Kor ea®s nucl ea
. . : . hard to come by and changes frequently. Since
{ SONBUGFNE /[ KENISa w Donmpmdyp the tests were underground, direct evidence was
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| AsaG2NRFy [ EFHEG2Y . dzNio /my-# o n In just over a month the North has published news
(a0 /2YYly 20 DildAAS: 2AySo hzf § olor pictures, and broadcasts to dissemi-
. ate in ormatlon about their overall attempt to
[Sa .Aak2L) 9R { i+ Kl g an ICBM. The reason for all this information
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9ESO /2YYAEWHEY az2ofSe [ Sa .AaaKk 2neople and especially the coming rare Communist
- Party Congress, of the count
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oped® rocket engine (picture

two Russian R-27 rockets bound together. The col-
or of the exhaust flames and smoke (not shown)
indicate that the fuel was not the standard DPRK
kerosene/oxygen but asymmetrical dimethyl hy-
drazine [a solid] which would provide significantly

greater lift than kerosene. Experts examining the

new data now suggest a

enough to hit the US east coast.

It ®s i mportant for t hem
tk@&@daﬁéﬁ)mﬂ%‘f But @l GRaKeSS believe they have

them. All these machinations are a part of a drive
to establish that the DPRK will have an ICBM that
can hit the US mainland. Actually, it seems that the
engine tests were real after all. So they are on
their way to an ICBM but they need a tested war-
head. They have done this by putting the warhead
under the exhaust of another rocket engine. The

warhead was charred but survived. Pictures are
shown at the bottom of page 7.
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May 4 Regular meeting of Chapter 312, 2:00 PM, American Legion, Post 211

May 8 Mot her ®s Day, Sunday

May 8, 1945 Germany surrenders, Sunday

May 18 Exec Comm Meeting, Chapter 312, 2:00 PM, American Legion, Post 211

May 21 Armed Forces Day, Saturday

May 30 Memorial Day, Monday

June 4 Saturday, Picnic, 12:00 Noon, Hagerstown Korean Church
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