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KOREAN WAR VETERAN®S ASSOCIATION 

NEWSLETTER 
ANTIETAM CHAPTER 312 . PO BOX 868.  FUNKSTOWN, MD 21734-8687   March 2014  

Maryland Day at VA Hospital 
 
Veterans from Antietam Chapter 312 in 
Hagerstown, MD and Shenandoah Chapter 
313  in Winchester, VA met on April 12, 2014 
at the VA Hospital for the annual Maryland 
Day ceremony at Martinsburg, WV.  This is a 
week long program honoring hospitalized 
veterans and the emphasis this year was on 
Korean War Veterans.  The guest of honor 
was Lt Col Kang Moon Ho who spoke to the 
gathered assembly and stole the show.  Ti-
ger gave a nice talk, sang to the Veterans 
and made a point to talk to everyone as he 
was presenting copies of the book ¯Korea 
Reborn° 
 
Miss Sara Farmer from the Barbara Ingram 
School for the Arts here in Hagerstown, sang 
the National Anthem.  The Barbara Ingram is 
a fine school whose band braved the cold 
weather and played for us at the Court 
House on Veteran®s Day.  Those attending 
from our Chapter were Les and Fran Bishop, 
Ron and Trish Twenty, Harold and Betty De-
lauter, Pat Patterson, Wayne Taylor, and 
Ernie Brant.  There was also a group from 
Winchester, Shenandoah Chapter 313 
whose past commander is Lew Ewing, a Na-
tional KWVA Director.  Mr Ewing Introduced 
Lt Col Kang (Tiger).  Harold and Betty De-
lauter have been involved with this program 

for many years and we thank them for their 
service and dedication. 



2 

Commander:         Les Bishop  240-420-3755 

  Vice Commander:         Pat Patterson  301-790-3941 

  2nd Vice Commander: Ron Twentey  240-882-6153 

  Secretary:                Charlie Morris   301-733-0352 

  Treasurer:          Jim Mobley  301-733-0433 

  Chaplain:          Dr Bud Johns  301-739-8077 

  Judge Advocate:         Carl Paylor  301-797-1462 

  Sergeant-At-Arms:        Dick Sayles  301-733-7123 

  Historian:         C. Burkholder   301-582-2930 

  Past Commanders  

 Ed Stahl, (dec)     Ned Renner 

 W. Winebrenner (dec)    Jim Ensminger 

   Executive Committee 

 Les Bishop       Pat Patterson 

 Ron Twentey     Charlie Morris  

 Jim Mobley       Jim Kline  

 John Koontz 

   Committee Chairmen  

   Ways and Means   Lou Surratt        301-393-0994 

   Activities      Vacant 

   Membership   Leon Geibel       301-665-3635 

   Newsletter   Charles Gaush, PhD     301-790-4985 

 202 Lily Ct, Hagerstown, MD              crgaush@myactv.net

  21740  

Important 
Dates 

 

March 5 Meeting of Chapter 312, 2:00 PM at American Legion Post 211 

March 10 Last date to reserve places for Maj Gen Shinn Reception 

March 19 Lunch for Maj Gen Shinn, Dutch®s Daughter Inn, 11:00 AM, Frederick 

***March 20*** Executive Comm Meeting, 2:00 PM at American Legion Post 211 

June Chapter 312 Nomination Committee Report  

July 2 Chapter 312 Elections and Annual Meeting; installation of officers 

July 25, 1950 The beginning of the Korean War 

Albert Jacobson Passes Away 
 

Albert Howard Jacobson passed away Sun-
day January 26, 2014 at his home at 21420 
Mt Aetna Road, Mt Aetna, MD at the age 
of 83 years.  He was born on July 27th 1930 
in Baltimore, Md.   He is survived by his 
wife Margaret Mae Martin, one brother, 
Leonard Jacobowski; three sons; Alexan-
der, Matthew, and Albert; four daughters: 
Laura, Beth, Louise, and Susan.  He also 
had  11 grandchildren, several great grand-
children, nieces, nephews, and cousins.  
He was preceded in death by five siblings 
Anna Mae, Helen, an infant sister, Bernard 
and Raymond. 
 
Al served the Chapter with distinction do-
ing several Tell America events.  He went 
with Commander Bishop to the 
¯Cumberland Goes to War° program sev-
eral years ago with John Jackson and 
Wayne Winebrenner where they partici-
pated in a panel discussion. 
 
Due to inclement weather, a memorial 
service will be held at a later date to be 
announced. 
 
Albert served in the Korean War in the  
Army®s 7th Division, 31st Infantry Tank 
Company where he received the purple 
Heart and the Korean Service Medal with 5 
bronze stars.   
 
He was a member of the National VFW, 
Funkstown American Legion Post 211, and 
was very active in the Korean War Vet-
eran®s Association, Chapter 312 as well as 
the National Organization.  In lieu of flow-
ers, memorial contributions may be made  
to the KWVA, Antietam Chapter 312, Box 
868, Funkstown, MD 21734. 

 

Brief Meeting  
Due to the inclement weather on Feb 4th, the 
regular chapter meeting on the 5th did not occur.  
Rather, a few of the troops braved the weather 
and arrived on time.  Commander Bishop con-
ducted an impromptu meeting during which sev-
eral topics were discussed. 

Elections 
A reminder that National KWVA elections are held 
beginning in February.  The list of candidates can 
be found in the National KWVA web site and will 
also be published in the ¯Gray Beards°, Jan³Feb 
edition.  Please participate in the voting.  
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The Spring Offensive and the 38th Parallel 
With the advent of spring, General Ridge-
way had regrouped and reorganized the 8th 
Army and began an assault to the north 
starting with Operation Killer [22 Feb to 28 
Feb] and Operation Ripper [March 6].  This 
was a full scale shore to shore offensive de-
signed for maximum exploitation of  fire-
power to eliminate as many CCF as possible.  
The forces involved were the the US I Corps 
and IX Corps in the west and X Corps and 
ROK III Corps in the east. 
 
Operation Ripper was preceeded by the 
largest artillery bombardment of the Korean 
War.  Going up the middle, the US 25th Di-
vision quickly crossed the Han River to es-
tablish a fire base.  Further east the IX Corps 
reached it®s objective on March 11 and 
made another advance three days later, 
whereas the X Corps had some pretty hard 
slugging up the east coast. 
 
During the night of March 14³15, the 
ROK1st Inf Division along with the US 3rd 
Division liberated Seoul, the fourth and last 
time the capital would change hands.  The 
CCF had to abandon the city because the 
UN Forces were moving to the east and 
threatened to encircle them.  
 
Although these operations proceeded as 
well as could be expected, the advance was 
delayed by spring thaws, rain, and re-
freezes.  This hampered the UN forces more 
than the CCF because the former had many 
more mechanized units than did the CCF.  
In addition, the CCF had stretched their 
supply lines to the limit [it works both ways] 
and the communist field commanders were 
pleading with their superiors for food, wa-
ter, and especially trucks to haul their casu-
alties, which were many,  back to their aid 
stations. 
 
The UN forces had advanced some 30 miles 
from their starting points and achieved all 
their geographic objectives.  But the goal of 
destroying CCF forces and materiel was not 
quite so successful.  The enemy again 
slipped away and the major supply dump at 

Ch®unch®on was empty by the time our 
forces arrived.  By the end of March, how-
ever, the UN Forces  had reached the 38th 
parallel. 

The date and time for the reception for 
MG Shinn has now been set for  March 
19th. 
 
As explained at the last chapter meeting, 
MG Shinn is the new Defense Attache at 
the ROK Embassy in Washington and it was 
suggested that we have a nice "meet and 
greet" for him and his wife out  here in 
western Maryland.   Here are the de-
tails:  The date is March 19th at the Dutch's 
Daughter restaurant in Frederick, 
MD.  Arrival time will be from 1100 to 
11:30AM, with a sit down dinner to be 
served at 1PM.  The period between arrival 
and dinner will allow MG Shinn to mingle 
and meet Korean War veterans from vari-
ous KWVA chapters. 
 
     The dinner will  include carved roast beef 
with au jus and horseradish, blackened 
salmon with a honey glaze, Dutch's chicken 
(boneless tenderloins topped with ham, 
asparagus and cheese), tossed salad, rolls, 
au gratin potatoes, a fresh veggie and a 
dessert (apple crisp or chocolate pie).   Cof-
fee, tea and soda are also included in the 
meal.  The cost will be $24 per person.   
 
Frederick Chapter 142 is putting the event 
together and would like to get an idea of 
how many would like to attend as soon as 
possible.  Confirmation and dinner money, 
however, must be made by March 
10th.  There is a limited space so the num-
ber from each chapter will be on a "first 
come/first served"  basis.  If there are any 
questions about this event, please give 
Commander Les Bishop a call (240-420-
3755).  Bob Eader will speak about this 
event at our March 5 meeting. 

Reception for Maj Gen Shinn 
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Tim Snyder to speak at March meeting 

Tim Snyder is a local historian and has an 
MA degree in History from Shippensburg 
Univ.  He was to speak at our February 
meeting but, due to the inclement weather, 
there was no meeting so Tim will speak at 
our March meeting.  He is also the author of 
a 2011 book, Trembling in The Balance; The 

Chesapeake & Ohio Canal During the Civil 
War.  He didn®t know Jim Mobley prior to 
this year but from his historical research, he 
found that Jim had an ancestor who was a 
sheriff at the outbreak of the Civil Wa r. 

Korea Reborn Books 

 

There are still copies of the Korea Reborn 
book available.  These books which were a 
gift from the people of Korea to Korean 
War veterans first appeared at the 60th An-
niversary Commemoration held in Wash-
ington, D.C. last July.  The books were 
placed on each seat of the shuttle buses 
taking us back to the Pentagon parking 
lot.   After looking at the book, many of us 
determined that it would be great if we 
could get more copies for Chapter mem-
bers who did not go to Washington for the 
commemoration.   Les Bishop finally got a 
couple boxes from the DoD 60th Anniver-
sary Committee, but it was not until a rep-
resentative from the publishing company 
randomly called Les about being the Mary-
land coordinator for distribution of the 
books that larger quantities of the books 
became available.  Les agreed to help out 
and almost immediately his garage started 
filling up with the books. To -date, over 500 
books have been distributed to Korean War 
veterans, families of Korean War veterans 

and to various other entities, including mid-
dle and secondary schools in Washington 
and Frederick counties as well as all the li-
braries in Washington County.   Books have 
been distributed to veterans in surrounding 
states as well, including Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia and Virginia and throughout the 
State of Maryland. 

There is one more date set for distribution 
of these books to veterans who are not 
members of our chapter.   This date is March 
5th at 1PM at the Funkstown Legion Post 
211.  If anyone knows of Korean War veter-
ans or families of Korean War veterans, 
please encourage them to come by the Le-
gion at that time to pick up a book.  The Ko-
rea Reborn book is very professionally done 
and is a wonderful gift for all Korean War 
veterans.  It is a very thoughtful and much 
appreciated gift from the Korean people . 

Class A Jackets 
 
The Class A uniform blue jackets are avail-
able in the Blair February catalog, page 68.  

However, in checking the online  catalog, 
there were no such jackets listed.  The jacket 
you want to look for is a light blue chambray 
men®s blazer. 

The March Meeting 
 
The March meeting will be very busy with 
many items on the agenda.  Many of these 
are listed in the Table of Events and some in 
separate stories.  One last item is the revi-
sion  of the By-Laws which will be discussed 
and voted on.  
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Want to see the Newsletter in full color?  

 
Go to: www.kwvaantietam312.org  


