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North Korea
Kim Jong Un opened the Worker’s Party Congress in western clothes with a strong statement about their exciting and
impressive H-Bomb test in January which the world knows
wasn’t an H-Bomb. However, his additional statements
softened noticeably.
He said that he wanted improved relations with previously
"hostile" nations and also promised that the North would
pursue a policy of non-proliferation and push for global
denuclearization. The North held a submarine launched
ballistics missile but only one photo was released showing
the missile emerging from the water. This is because the
missile exploded soon after the launch. To top it off, they
launched two intermediate range missiles that also failed.
So it wasn’t exactly a magnificent lead up to the Workers
Congress.
“Our republic will not use a nuclear weapon unless its sov-

was clearly to confirm his status as the legitimate inheritor
of the Kim family’s dynastic rule which spans nearly 70
years. Chinese
media played
down
Kim’s
pledge not to
use
nuclear
weapons unless
his country is
attacked, saying
that his compulsion
for
Nukes is dangerous. All of
his
proposals
and plans are
contingent on
his keeping the
nuclear
program. He conKim Jong Un
siders
North
Korea to be a
legitimate nuclear state.

ereignty is encroached upon by any aggressive hostile forces with nukes," he said . The economy is high on Kim's list,
but his guns-and-butter policy of developing nuclear weapons while also building its domestic economy is seen by
many as unlikely to succeed because of nuclear Program
cost and sanctions that keep the country's economy from
growing. The Congress is the party’s highest-level decision
making body, although the real decisions are made by Mr The North had two parades and a rally to celebrate
Kim and his inner circle. Its main objective at this meeting the end of the congress and Mr Kim’s promotion to
“Chairman” of the Worker’s Party.

Mr Kim wants his picture here

North Korea’s Workers Party Congress
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Nominations

Commander

Jim Mobley

301-733-0433

V Commander

Les Bishop

240-420-3755

2nd Vice Comm

Pat Patterson

301-790-3914

Treasurer

Vacant

Secretary

Charles R Gaush

301-790-4985

The Nominations Committee has selected the following candidates for office for the 2017 fiscal
year.

Chaplain

Dr Bud Johns

301-739-8077

Commander:

Jim Mobley

Judge Advocate

Carl Paylor

301-797-1462

Dick Sayles

301-733-7123

V Commander:

Les Bishop

Sergeant-At-Arms
Historian

Clayton Burkholder

301-582-2930

2nd V Command:

Pat Patterson

Past Commanders

Bob Glausier

W Winebrenner

Treasurer:

Carl Paylor

Les Bishop

Ed Stahl

Secretary:

Charles Gaush

Jim Ensminger
Jim Mobley

Les Bishop

Chaplin:

Dr Bud Johns

Bob Glausier

Jim Ensminger

Judge Advocate:

Carl Paylor

Charles Gaush

Pat Patterson

Jim Kline

Harold Delauter

Sgt-At-Arms:

Dick Sayles

Don Funk

Vacant

Historian:

Clayton Burkholder

Public Relations

Les Bishop

240-420-3755

Ways & Means

Lou Surratt

301-393-0994

Activities

Don Funk

301-797-3867

Quartermaster

Roy May

301-432-8287

Membership

Vacant

Monument

Les Bishop

240-420-3755

Scholarship

Joe Startari

301-739-0274

Newsletter

Charles Gaush, PhD

301-790-4985

Exec Committee

The Officers will be installed at the July meeting.

More volunteers are needed for the Fund
Raiser at the Mall on SATURDAY, June 11

Always wear some item of clothing or decoration
to indicate that you are a Korean War Veteran
The City is going to run our monument video one when you go out.
Send stories and pictures to: crgaush@myactv.net

week before Memorial Day and the week afterwards.
Check your local listings for the channel and time.

June 1

Regular Meeting of KWVA Chapter 312, 2:00 PM, American Legion Post 211

June 4

Veteran’s picnic at Hagerstown Korean Church at 12 Noon

June 6, 1944

D-Day: Allied Forces Invade Normandy

June 10—11

Semi-annual Fund Raiser, Mall, Friday & Saturday, 10:00 AM to 7:00 PM

June 14, 1775

Birth of the United States Army

June 15

Ex Comm Meeting, KWVA Chapter 312, 2:00 PM, American Legion Post 211

June 18,19

1,017 Cycles at Timonium Fairgrounds; memorial to Wash Co Vets KIA in Viet Nam

June 21, 1860

U. S. Army Signal Corps Established

June 25, 1950

Korean War Began
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South Korean Economy

Picture of the Month

The torrent of threats — and the matching show of
military power and political resolve from the United States and South Korea — began showing signs
of unsettling foreign investors’ confidence Friday.
“In the past, North Korea-related events had little
impact and the markets recovered quickly,” the
South’s vice finance minister, Choo Kyung-ho, told
a meeting of top finance officials Friday. “But recent nuclear threats from North Korea are stronger
and their impact may therefore not disappear
quickly.”

Foreman’s shack

Although South Koreans have become almost nonchalant after decades of on-and-off threats from
North Korea, they believe that when things get ugly
with the North, their globalized economy has much
more to lose than the North’s isolated and dismal
status. The North Koreans are now using propaganda in an extreme form to try to damage foreign direct investments in South Korea. They are, in effect,
winning an asymmetrical psychological war, by attacking the economic strength of South Korea.

Here’s a sight you’ll never see again: The back side of Hoover
Dam before Lake Mead was filled.

Most people say they are used to a lot of blustering and posturing by North Korea and we should
not take it too seriously, but it needs to be taken
seriously in the sense that it is already proving to
be effective where foreign multinationals are
looking at the risk of their hefty investments.

South Korean Draft
Some 28,000 able-bodied men are exempted every
year from the Korean draft, either because of the
nature of their academic studies, or because they
opt to serve their time in the police force or fire
service instead. Every South Korean man between
the age of 18 and 35 is required to perform two
years military service.

In conclusion, the South Korean economy is not
as stable as before due to the more serious nuclear threats from the North among other factors.
The economy (GDP) has fallen from a high of 7.5
in 2010 to the current 2.4 in 2015 due mostly to
slumping exports, manufacturing, and construction. (See graph on page 4).

“Considering the country’s population forecast,
they are expecting a shortfall in military personnel
of around 20,000 to 30,000 by 2023,” The plan, which
is still being negotiated with other concerned ministries, would be temporary.

Morris E Frock
We have all heard of Morris Frock and visited the
Morris Frock Post 42 of the American Legion but
few know much about him. I searched the internet but was surprised to find only listing of all
Morris Frock Posts in the United States or the
Frock coats popular at the turn of the century. I
finally found this short piece:

For many, the two-year duty is an unwanted and
deeply resented intrusion that interferes with studies or careers and serves no discernible purpose,
especially in a rapidly-aging society where the size
of the workforce is dwindling. The vast majority,
however unwillingly, buckle down, knowing that
refusal to serve means an automatic prison term
and a criminal record that precludes any future job
with the government or a major corporation.
Others openly defy the draft order, citing religious, moral
or political reasons with some 600 people yearly opting for
an 18-month prison term over military duty.
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Morris E Frock, born in 1899, and was 19 years old
when he was killed in France on June 12, 1918. He
is recognized as the first Washington County man
to die in battle during World War I. A letter received by Hagerstown resident Miss Violet Randall
from Corporal Joseph Henry gave details of the
death of Morris. Henry wrote that he was with
Frock at the time he was killed and that his death
was caused by shrapnel. Frock served with the
43rd Company, 5th Regiment, of the USMC.

From the Vice Commander:
There are several things I would like to mention
to you. The first is to let you know that I did not
get elected to the KWVA Board of Directors. I
would like to thank all of you
for your support and votes in
this effort. THANKS!
The second item is this: I have
two boxes of books about
World War II. Some are biographies, some are general, and
some are really nice multivolume sets—like the Time-Life
pictorial study. These books
were given to me with the idea that they would
go to veterans. If I don’t get rid of them now, I
plan to see if the schools want them. Please give
me a call at 240-420-3755 if you want more info or
if you want to come by the house to see what I
have. I will try to make a listing of what I have for
the June membership meeting.

Everyone has heard of iCloud data storage to safely backup
your stuff. This is an ‘iCloud’, nothing more than a row of
computers designed to hold massive amounts of data.

The Maryland Defense Force Band

The last item is a suggestion. I think it would be a
good idea for chapter members to get together
socially on a monthly basis. We could set a day,
for example, the third Tuesday of each month to
meet at a restaurant around town. No agenda,
no fund raiser, just shoot the breeze. We could
start in September to see how it goes. I’ll make
up a list of restaurants that can handle a small
group and we can decide which are the most
popular. Let me know what you think.

South Korean GDP

- Les Bishop

HCC Summer Concerts
The annual series of Red White, and Blue concerts held at the HCC Amphitheater have been scheduled as
follows. Admission is free and the public is invited.
June 19

Sunday, 6:15 PM

The Maryland Defense Force Band

June 23

Thursday, 6:15 PM

Army National Guard Band of the Mid-Atlantic

June 26

Sunday, 6:15 PM

The 229th Army Band

July 8

Friday,

6:15 PM

The United States Navy Commodores

August 12

Friday,

6:15 PM

The United Dtates Navy Sea Chanters

Sept 10

Saturday, 6:15 PM

The United States Air Force Airmen of Note

Sept 17

Saturday, 6:15 PM

The United States Navy Country Currents
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Left: Freight containers
at Busan Harbor.

Right: New commercial
buildings in Pyongyang,
part of the effort to
modernize the city
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