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well as those from Chapter 313 and 142. As the parade progressed we had a little cloud cover and a
The annual Memorial Day Parade in the Nation’s breeze. Did I mention that it was hot?
Capital is always something to behold. Parades are There were many interesting floats and bands but
always nice to watch. I have always been aston- unfortunately we couldn’t see them.
ished by the bands with the musicians marching
along in perfect cadence, in a straight line, playing Of those nearby we saw Koreans in their native
their instruments while reading some chicken dress - spectacular! There was a very poignant
scratches on a sheet of paper. Amazing! However banner that said “Thank You America. We are here
it was hot. The parade was a mile long which re- because of your sacrifice!” In addition there was a
quired about two hours to complete. I have always very large Korean flag that covered the whole
watched parades but have never been in one so street, the boys had to struggle with it a bit when
those of you who watch parades have no idea what the breeze picked up.
happens behind the scene to get the parade going. At the end of the parade, we were taken to the naThere are bands rehearsing, flag twirlers practicing, tional KWVA monument for another ceremony.
floats getting organized, getting everyone in their This consisted of some music, a few short speeches
proper vehicle, and getting us placed so we appear and the laying of roses. For the latter, veterans each
in the parade in the place indicated in the program. escorted a beautiful young Korean girl to their plac-

Memorial Day Parade

We were scattered in jeeps and a truck all of which es along a walk that indicated all the nations who
participated in the war. At a signal, each girl placed
were packed with members from our chapter as
her white rose on the name of the countries. It was
very moving.

Memorial Day in Baltimore
Commander Jim Mobley and Les Bishop represented our chapter at the Memorial Day ceremony at the
Maryland Korean War Memorial in Baltimore on May
29th. The ceremony was of special interest to our
chapter because a time capsule was buried at the
memorial which included numerous documents and
information about our chapter. Jim and Les were
also asked to present the wreaths which were laid at
the memorial during the ceremony. The featured
speakers at the ceremony were First Lady Yumi Hogan and the Fort Meade Commander, Col Thomas S.
Richard. Both First Lady Hogan and Col Richard
praised the veterans who served in Korea and the
sacrifices that are made by all veterans who have
served our country. Other units and organizations
also participated in this very nice ceremony.
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Four years have passed since I assumed the editorship of
this Newsletter. Due to a number of issues including a
fading memory, gimpy legs, and declining vision and
hearing, I have decided to relinquish this position to
someone who is better able to carry on. I am very proud
of the Newsletters I’ve produced which Col Weber said
was the best he has seen in the nation. My thanks to all
those who helped in any way. -crg
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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE
We had our June Second Wednesday Lunch get
-together at FAMILY DINER (Dual Hwy) on
6/14/17. Twenty of us attended including wives,
and lady friends. We had a great time gabbing,
eating and socializing. If you haven’t attended
you have missed some good times, so consider
coming to our July Second Wednesday Lunch
on 7/12/17 at MISSION BBQ at Valley Mall.
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W Winebrenner*

Les Bishop

Ed Stahl*

Jim Ensminger

Jim Mobley

Jim Mobley

Les Bishop

Ron Twentey

Jim Kline

Leon Geibel

Cecil Snyder

Don Funk

Ron Twentey

Just a reminder that our July 5, 21017 meeting
will also be a social gathering with food starting
at 12:30 PM. We will be making our two scholarship awards and installing the new officers. I
would like to see a good turnout of members,
wives and friends to show our support for the
scholarship awardee’s and the new Chapter
year.
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June has had some disappointments. First our
Chapter social on 6/3 to meet with BG Pyo was
disappointing since the General was unable to
attend, but we had a good gathering and the
food was excellent. Next, the scheduled trip to
Washington on June 23 for the Korean Embassy
Remembrance of June 25, 1950 was cancelled.
On the positive side, we elected a slate of new
Officers for the Chapter year 2017-18. These
new Officers are: Commander Les Bishop, Vice
Commander Don Funk, 2nd Vice Commander
Carl Paylor, Secretary Dave Ashburn and Treasurer Jim Mobley. I wish them well for the coming year.
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Guess Who?

July 5

Special Meeting, KWVA Chapter 312, 12:30 PM, American Legion, Post 211

July 12

Casual Lunch at the Mission BBQ at the Valley Mall at 12:00 Noon

July 19

ExComm Meeting, KWVA Chapter 312, 2:00 PM, American Legion, Post 211

July 27

Ceremony for Cessation of Korean War Hostilities, Mealy Plaza, 6:00 PM
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Luncheon With Korean Church Members
Approximately 20 Antietam Chapter 312 members
and guests spent a wonderful time at a luncheon
sponsored by the Hagerstown Korean Church on
June 3rd. The theme of the luncheon was to thank
the veterans for their service and, in particular, their
service to South Korea during the Korean War. Several special guests echoed this theme in their remarks to the gathering. Led by Maryland’s First Lady
Yumi Hogan, the vets were lauded for their sacrifices and commitment to saving the Korean nation
from communist domination. The First Lady and
many of the church members had close personal
contact with the war and its aftermath. The veterans
were also praised by Lt.Col. Lee Kang Woon, the
Assistant Defense Attaché from the ROK Embassy.
Lt.Col. Lee’s presence fit in well with the chapter’s
veterans. The South Korean Embassy was also represented by Kim Hanui, Vice Consul at the Embassy,
who expressed the nation’s gratitude more officially. Also present was County Commissioner Jeff
Cline.
The veterans were treated to a fine buffet American and Korean foods as well as very nice music
renditions by several of the church members. Everyone
enjoyed this great camaraderie before winding up
the day with picture-taking all around. It turned
out to be a great day for everyone.
Photos by Jean Eckstine

Annual Truce Agreement Commemoration Ceremony
On July 27th, Antietam Chapter 312 will conduct its
annual ceremony commemorating the truce agreement signed on July 27, 1953 ending (?) the hostilities of the Korean War. This ceremony is one of the
major events we host during the year and it is
hoped that the membership will turn out in large
numbers. The ceremony is July 27th at 6 PM at our
monument site at Mealy Park. This year’s featured
speakers will be First Lady Yumi Hogan and Ron
Bowers.

Music during the event for the ceremony is still un
determined and, as usual, the Joint Veterans Council Honor Guard will participate. This ceremony is
the one time during the year when our chapter gets
to show the Hagerstown area what we are all about.
We urge everyone to attend.

This year, we have made arrangements for canopies
for the audience and participants and there will be
bottled water to help counter the July heat. Our
ceremony is not really a long event so please
We are hoping that we can get participation from (please!) bring your family, neighbors, friends or
the ROK Embassy as well. As part of the ceremony, whomever to help us make a good impression for
wreaths will be placed by chapter officers and the 32 our special guests. Remember – July 27th at 6 PM at
KIAs from Washington County will be honored.
our monument!
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Sanderbeck, George W

Age 18

Sharer, Harold Sylvanus

Born January 12, 1932

Age 33

Born: February 18, 1918

Died: September 9, 1950 Taegu area (MIA)

Died: August 23, 1951 in Korea (non-hostile)

PFC , U.S. Army, SN: 13 338 642

PFC, U.S. Army, SN: ER 33 375 841

1st Cavalry Div, 7th Regiment, 1st Battalion, Company C

84th Engineer Construction Bn, HQ and Service Company

Buried: Remains not recovered, Courts of Missing,

On August 23, 1951, when PFC Sharer died, the
UN forces were southwest of Gangseong and
the treaty negotiations were stalled. The records reveal that PFC Sharer died of Encephalomyelitis [Encephalitis]. Since he died in August, the last month of the rainy season in Korea and Japan, being bitten by a mosquito is
not surprising; many other troops contracted
Dengue Fever, also a mosquito-borne disease.

Honolulu, HI
On a rainy 77th day of the war, the 1st Bn of the 7th
Reg (1/7) was only on land for two days before their
first engagement. This was an attack by the 1/7 and
2/7 Cav against the NK enemy on hill 518 on 2 Sept.
The result was a disaster as the enemy decisively repulsed both battalions. The records don’t mention
1/7 much perhaps because they were replaced by the
3/7 and were then attached to 2/5 Cav. The 5th Cav
was engaged in a number of fire fights on the 11th
and 12th of September during which PFC Sanderbeck
was killed.

A memorial page was found which was prepared by the 84th and which is being placed in
the Korean War Deaths book.

It is also possible that due to a typographical error,
he may have died on Sept 2 when 1/7 was nearly
wiped out in its initial engagement.

Chapter Annual Meeting
The Chapter’s Annual Meeting will be held on July 5 2017 starting at 12:30 PM
PLEASE NOTE: This is an earlier start time than usual because we will have a light lunch before the meeting. The Annual meeting is a special event for us. This is when we award scholarships, and, just as importantly, the new officers for the 2017-2018 year will be installed. Chapter Officers for the next year are
listed below.
The installing officer this year will be Narce Caliva from the Shenandoah Chapter 313 in Winchester, VA.
Narce is a National KWVA Director. So July 5 is a big day- free lunch, scholarship awards, and installation
of officers! Wives and other special guests are also invited to attend the meeting. Remember the time:
12:30 PM.
The New Chapter Officers are:
Commander

Les Bishop

Vice-Commander

Don Funk

2nd Vice Commander

Carl Paylor

Secretary

Dave Ashburn

Treasurer

Jim Mobley

Sgt-At-Arms

Pat Patterson

Chaplain

Sam Woolcock

Judge Advocate

Wayne Taylor

Historian

Clayton Burkholder

Exec. Comm. Rep.

Ron Twentey

Exec. Comm. Rep

Jim Kline

Exec. Comm. Rep.

Leon Geible

Exec. Comm. Rep.

Cecil Snyder

Too Cute to Pass Up (Purple Heart
Float)

Memorial Day Parade
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D.C. Memorial Day Parade

Photos by Trish Twentey
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HELP WANTED
-Newsletter Editor Position available immediately
Benefits include low pay, long hours
and constant criticism.
Please call Les Bishop at 240-420-3755
Or
lbishop@myactv.net
Thanks!
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