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Memorial Day - Veterans Memorial Park To Antietam Chapter 312 –
We should probably call it Memorial Week since
the holiday is officially celebrated on the last Monday in May which was May 26. Events were scheduled all week culminating in a wreath laying ceremony at Marty Snook Park on
May 30.
The week actually began on
May 24 with a Memorial Day
program at Sharpsburg at
11:00 AM. This was followed
by memorial services on the
25th at Cedar Lawn Cemetery
that included a speech by our
Commander, Les Bishop. On
the same day, there were memorial programs in Boonsboro and Hagerstown at the Court House. The
observance at Marty Snook Park began at 9:00 AM
with the laying of about a dozen wreaths.
This was followed by a speech by Maj Gen Karol A
Kennedy who is the commander of the 99th Regional Support Command which is a reserve unit
located in Pennsylvania. It is made up of more
than 200 Army Reserve units in five states and the
District of Columbia. It involves engineering,
medical, quartermaster, ordnance, adjutant general, finance and transportation units, as well as
military police and chemical corps.

Dear members:
For the last seven years, our
chapter has made great strides forward to become one of the best Korean War veterans chapter nationally as well as the best service group in
Washington County. It has been my pleasure to
be part of this whole transition. From that first
meeting when we got started and didn’t really
have a sense of direction to a point where we are
one of the most visible veterans group around.
All of this happened with your support. There are
many ways in which this growth is demonstrated.
Our attendance at meetings is great. The number
and scope of the events we have sponsored and
participated in has been remarkable. I hope that
you feel the same sense of pride in our accomplishments that I do. As we turn the reigns over
to a new set of officers, I am certain that you will
support them in the same positive manner you
have supported me over the years. The “war” is
not over! In many ways, Korean War veterans,
the Korean War and the era in which we served
have been forgotten. We cannot let that happen.
In the time ahead of us, I hope to concentrate on
improving the public awareness of what many of
you went through in Korea and the accomplishments you achieved. I will look to you for your
continued support in these efforts.

The program was impacted by the lack of electricity due to construction adjacent to the park. Thus For now, though, thank you for your support in
there was no microphone which was compounded
the past and your friendship. There are many
by traffic noise from I-70 so the speakers had their
memories that Fran and I will cherish. Thank you
work cut out for them.
all!
Maj Gen Kennedy is married and has three children.
[Pictures are on page 3]
Les Bishop
Sick Call
Pat Patterson is in the Martinsburg VA Hospital.
Charlie Morris is back and looks pretty good all
things considered.
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Who? What? When? Where? Why?

Sarah Farmer from the Barbara Ingram School for the Arts
sings the National Anthem at Marty Snook Park on Memorial

Important Events
July 1

Smithsburg Carnival, Fireworks at dusk

July 1

Boonsboro Shafer Park, Rohrersville Band, Fireworks at dusk

July 2

Antietam Chapter 312 meeting, 12:30 PM, American Legion Post 211

July 2

Antietam Nat Park, Concert by Maryland Symphony, Fireworks at dusk

July 3

Municipal Stadium, Ball game with Lexington Legends, Fireworks to follow

July 4

Williamsport Independence Day, Concert followed by fireworks

July 16

Executive Committee Meeting, 2:00 PM, American Legion Post 211

July 21

Monday, July 21 at 6:15 PM, HCC, concert by 78th U.S. Army Band

July 26

Republic of Korea sponsored dinner in D.C. [details to be announced]

July 27

Our own commemorative ceremony at the Antietam 312 Monument

Current Events

The “Red, White and, Blue” Concerts

Chapter Meeting on July 2

The annual “Red, White and Blue” Military Concerts sponsored by the Hagerstown Community
College Alumni Association will begin its tenth
year. All concerts will be held in the Alumni Amphitheater and is free and open to the public.
Concessions will be available at each performance provided by the Alumni Association. In the
event of inclement weather you can obtain current information by calling Lisa Stewart at 240500-2346 or at www.hagerstowncc.edu/alumnifriends. The entire schedule follows:

The Chapter meeting on July 2 will be a very busy
one beginning at 12:30 PM with a light lunch and
visiting by those attending.

Sat

June 14 The U.S Navy Commodores

Sun

June 22 Maryland Defense Force Band

Sun

June 29 The 229th U.S. Army Band

Mon

July 21

The U.S. 78th Army Band

Fri

Aug 15

The U.S. Army Dixieland Band

Fri

Aug 29

The U.S Navy Country Current

This will be followed by the presentation of two
scholarships to the winning high school students:
Jaclyn Muse from Barbara Ingram School and
Garrett Hull from Clearspring High School. The
student’s parents have also been invited.
After a brief period of socializing, the installation of
the new Officers and Committee Chairmen for
Chapter 312 will be done by Bob Eader, from
Chapter 142. Maj Gen Shin and Lt Col Kang should
also be present.

Fund Raisers
The Fund Raiser held on June 13—14 was very
successful with a number of members showing
up for their assignments. This was the most
successful fund raiser to date. Special mention
goes to Bob Glausier who was there for 12
hours each day. We wish to thank the residents
of Hagerstown and vicinity for their customary
generosity.

Another fund raiser will be held at the Green
Turtle restaurant on July 29 as we did last year.
Fri
Sept 5 The U.S. Air Force Concert Band
We urge as many as possible to patronize the
restaurant on that day inasmuch as a portion of
their proceeds will be donated to Antietam
Sat
Sept 6 The U.S. Navy Sea Chanters
Chapter 312. The fund raiser proceeds go to a
variety of programs including, primarily, the
Veteran’s Affairs
Scholarship Fund as well as the Newsletter, and
Everyone has known for decades that the Veter- other Chapter functions.

ans Hospitals are generally not up to par administratively. I have heard that most of the VA is DD 214
still using paper files but this is second hand information so I don’t know if it’s true. Some Korean Veterans who do not have a copy of their
seem to be pretty efficient while others are not
serving the veterans in an acceptable manner— DD 214 discharge form can obtain them from the
National Personnel Records Center, 1 Archives
like the one in Phoenix, AZ.
This problem has persisted through both Democratic and Republican administrations where
no corrective action has been taken after the
appointment of many Secretaries. Now with a
larger number of vets coming home, there is a
greater need but there has been no commensurate increase in the budget or staff. It is a travesty that Gen Shinseki resigned because he is a
smart, hard working guy who was probably stymied by the entrenched bureaucracy. It will
take some pretty bold steps by the President
and Congress to get the agency turned around.
I’m not holding my breath!
-cg

Drive, St Louis, MO 63138-1002. Please note that
only your DD 214 may be recovered from alternate sources.
One may also use any search engine and look for
“DD 214” “Korean War Veterans” to provide 3rd
party sites who will do the retrieval for you. Regardless of how you arrive at your source, you
have to provide your name, discharge location,
branch of service as well as your Serial Number.

July 27 Truce Ceremony
Since no other events have been scheduled in our
area, Antietam Chapter 312 will hold a special
ceremony at out new Monument site to commemorate the signing of the Korean War Truce in
1953. This will take place at 7:00 PM on July 27
with a Welcome by Chapter Past Commander Les
Bishop. This will be followed by the National Anthem, Pledge of Allegiance, and the Invocation by
Chapter 312 Chaplain Bud Johns. Remarks by Bob
Galusier, present Commander, and Les Bishop will
precede the main speaker Col David Clark, U.S.
Army (Ret).
The heroes who fell during this war will be remembered by Jim Mobley, Chairman of the Monument Committee. Placing the Chapter 312 wreath
will be done by Bob Glausier, and Ron Twentey,
Vice Commander. The names of the fallen troops
will be read by Chairman Mobley and will be followed by a salute by the Honor Guard from AMVETS Post 10. Taps will be played by the Antietam
Division of the Marine Corp League. The program
will end with a Benediction by Chaplain Johns and
dismissal by Les Bishop.

over your own corpses for a gain of a few yards
here and there.
The amount of territory that changed hands during
this stalemate was minimal. The North Koreans
gained some ground in the south west corner of
their country while the South Koreans gained 1500
sq mi in their North East sector. Twenty one other
nations contributed personnel to the war effort.
As the war progressed, a UN battalion was routinely attached to an American Infantry regiment
and actually became the ‘fourth’ battalion of the
U.S. Army regiment. There were eight divisions in
Korea, all organized as Infantry divisions which
were supported by close air cover and artillery.

Although negotiations for peace began in July
1951, they would continue for another two years.
The goals of the combat were limited to gains or
losses of not more than a mile or so to which many The building in Panmunjom where the Armistice was
thought was “an idiotic procedure” to trample signed

Korean War Video
Clayton Burkholder circulated a VHS tape of the
Battle of the Chosin Reservoir which he recorded
from a TV broadcast. I got it and could not transfer
it to a DVD; others had the same problem. Fortunately, the DVD is available commercially. The
title is “Chosin: A Documentary Film by Brian Iglesias” and is copyrighted by Veterans Expeditionary
Media, all rights reserved, i.e., it cannot be copied—you have to buy it.
You can find it on Amazon as a DVD for $19.99
plus shipping; the film runs for 1 hr and 20 minutes
and is taken from over 300 hours of interviews and
film (there was no videotape then). It is a story
told by some of the last surviving members of the
Marine Corps and the Army units sent to assist
them including the 31st RCT which was the first in

and was decimated. Every family who had relatives in the Korean War as well as all high schools
should have at least one copy. There are some
who complain that there is too much dialog and
not enough pictures. The truth is that the few pictures we have of this war were taken, by and
large, by Signal Corp photographers (who usually
got no credit) since VERY few press services were
present. In addition, it is very difficult to take pictures at 30 degrees below zero because your film
becomes brittle and breaks, no digital cameras
here! Also, most troops were too busy to take pictures. So like your weapons and ammo, you have
to try to keep everything at least a little bit warm. I
will make a suggestion here that our Chapter donate a copy of the DVD to each High School in
Washington County.

Some people believe that holding on
and hanging in there are signs of great
strength. However, there are times
when it takes much more courage to
know when to let go.

