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Our Annual Christmas Luncheon
December 16 was a cool rainy day when car loads
of veterans, families and guests arrived. The main
speaker for the event was to be Col David Clark, Ret
who, unfortunately, was meeting with the Naval Intelligence Service at the time, one of the vicissitudes of holding events during the week. The
luncheon was held at the Elks Lodge 378 which was
awash with tables and chairs, a really nice setting.
The menu of chicken, salmon, potatoes au gratin,
garden salad, dinner rolls, and dessert was well prepared and was enjoyed by everyone.
Our principle guests were Maj Gen Shin, Military
Attache at the Korean Embassy; Lt Col Lee, Assistant
Military Attache; Rev Chi Heon Yun and his wife,
and many members of the Hagerstown Korean
Church.

Maj Gen Shin

Lt Col Lee

One award was given to an outstanding past commander who continued to contribute so much to
the chapter’s activities after leaving that post. He
seemed to be everywhere. So Ron Twenty was very
surprised to get a beautiful inscribed plaque with
the gratitude of the membership; he didn’t see it
coming!
Our musical group for the day was “The Seven Lane
Barber Shop Quartet” which sang a variety of pieces from standard Barber Shop to Christmas Carols.
The most interesting part was the demonstration of
how a quartet is put together—one voice followed
by another voice, then the two voices together until
the whole quartet was singing. Much in the tradition of Leonard Bernstein in “The Young Peoples
Guide to The Orchestra” Another interesting fact
was that in Barber Shop, the second tenor carries
the melody while in other groups, the first tenor
usually does this.

V Cdr Les Bishop, Lt Col Lee, Cdr Jim Mobley, and Maj Gen Shin

Lovely guests from the Hagerstown Korean Church
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!VOTE FOR LES BISHOP FOR
BOARD OF DIRECTORS!
Maj Gen Shin and Jim Mobley

January 6

Regular Meeting, Chapter 312, 2:00 PM, American Legion Post 211

January 20

Executive Committee Meeting, 2:00 PM, American Legion Post 211

January 21, 1968

Raid on the Blue House [ROK Executive Mansion], [photos, p 4]

January 28, 1968

Capture of USS Pueblo off Wonsan harbor
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I’ll Walk The Line
After the truce was signed in 1953, the main battle groups remained for a short period of time on
the MLR after which they were replaced by ROK
troops. As was discussed in a previous issue,
some 49,000 US support troops remained every
year for the next 60 years.
Some veterans would like to go back and stand
on those hills and lines and remember that they
made a people free although at the time they
would have given anything to get off the damn
hill!

The guards cannot meander freely along the wire
but must stay in a designated path that has been
swept free of mines. An occasional blast in the
night is a constant reminder that the mines are
still there when an unfortunate wild animal steps
on one. There are 155 miles of razor wire that
gleam in the sun or are camouflaged by frost and
snow in the winter almost becoming part of the
landscape.
The photo at left shows “The Line”; North Korea
is on the right and South Korea is on the left.
What is not shown is the 1 mile empty zone on
either side of the line. In most places this area
has been overgrown with natural trees and wildlife that haven’t been seen in the Koreas in 60
years. So it has inadvertently become a natural
wild life preserve.

Comrades/Friends:
Some years ago, the editorial cartoon depicted here
was published in the Herald-Mail. I have always
thought the message it represents is that the older
we get the message takes on more meaning all the
time. We want to be remembered! We want our
military time to be thought of as a crucial time in our
lives. Because of all this, we (the members of Antietam Chapter 312) must make the most of opportunities to explain to the public, to the schools and to
our fellow vets that the Korean War was important
and had a dramatic impact on our lives and the
world.
Well, you say, I know all that. The reason I raise this
issue is because I have devoted a good deal of time
and effort to honoring that remembrance and now I
have made a decision to expand that cause. I have
submitted my name for the KWVA Board of Directors. I view my chances as a long-shot, but we will
see how it comes out. In the meantime, I hope that
the Chapter membership will continue to help out
when the need arises. Right now, we are the most
active KWVA chapter in Maryland; let’s keep it that
way. And, while you are at it, please keep me in
mind when the ballots come out in the Jan-Feb
Greybeards. Les
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On the more somber side is the fact that there
exists along the line the fragmented remains of
thousands of combatants. Those who were there
know this, others are unaware. Sixty years ago,
there were fierce battles being fought on the line
such as Hill 365. Today there are only the residual slugs and shrapnel buried in the shale that can
be scooped up with ease. [Cont’d on p4]

Cheonan Sinking
After the July 23, 1953 truce was signed, all did not
settle down to a casual, relaxed surveillance along
the DMZ. Rather the angst of the North resulted in
many assaults on the South. These assaults were
not confined to land warfare but extended to the
seas around the peninsula. The Yellow Sea lies to
the west of Korea while the Sea of Japan is on the
east coast. Many Koreans simply refer to them as
the West Sea and the East Sea, respectfully. Many
incidents have taken place off the west coast due to
the North Limit Line [NLL], as described in the Korean Truce document, below which North Korean vessels are prohibited. The situation is further complicated by the fact that this region contains rich fishing grounds used by both nations.
At 9:22 PM [local time] on 26 March 2010, the South
Korean corvette Cheonan was struck by an explosion. The ship broke in half and sank off the southwestern coast of the Baengnyeong Island. Of the
104 crewmen on board, 46 perished. The cause remained a mystery. As is usual in such situations,
numerous theories were put forth to explain the
cause. One of these was that a US submarine in the
annual ROK/US war exercises struck the Cheonan
breaking her in half. That a very important vessel in
the exercises was taken to Hawaii for major repairs
in dry dock was the reason for this theory. Minor
repairs could have been done in Japan or Guam.

[Continued from p 3]

The Blue House, Corresponds to our White House

One of the many instances of transgression of
the DMZ occurred in 1968 when a group of 31
DPRK ‘Special Forces’ cut trough the razor wire
and crossed the DMZ to South Korea with the
object of reaching the Blue House to assassinate
the President. The map below shows their route.
They came within a few hundred yards of the
structure before they were all killed in a firefight
except two; one escaped to the North and one
stayed in the South to become a respected minister.
The USS Pueblo

In the remains of the vessel were found parts of a
torpedo with North Korean markings which were
the same markings found on an NK torpedo recovered earlier. Since there was no evidence of an external explosion, the sinking was attributed to a
bubble jet caused by the explosion of a heavy torpedo likely containing RDX explosive. The specific
weapon used was alleged to be a North Korean
manufactured CHT-02D torpedo, of which substantial parts were recovered.
A bubble jet is caused by an underwater explosion
which changes the pressure of water with such
force that the shock wave can cause a ship to break
apart. The bubble jet theory was supported by the
investigators into the incident, who said that a non
-contact explosion had most likely broken the ship
in half.
This information was presented to the United Nations for investigation and remedy. The UN responded with a lukewarm solution that said that the
situation was tragic and uncalled for but did not impose any other sanctions. This was very disappointing to the South Koreans but was the best the UN
could do since China and Russia were in the Security Council and would have vetoed more strict sanc- Damaged stern of the Cheonan
tions. The South Korean population is still very displeased with this issue and it creates continuing unrest.
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Remembrance Of Things Past— A Pictorial Review of The Year

Charlie Morris

St Louis Fire

Memorial Day
Scotland Chapel

MERS Outbreak

Wonsan Operation

Jim Ensminger

Annual Picnic
President Park Addressing Vets

Launching of the SS Meredith Victory
Christmas Luncheon

National
Dues
Launching
of SSDue
Meredith Victory

President Park Address

President Park Address

Kim Jong Un, age 16

John Koontz
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Name

Due Date

Albinas Young

4/17/2015

Elwood Hauver

5/27/2015

Wilbur Snyder

7/18/2015

Ralph Hoover

9/7/2015

Fred Keister

11/3/2015

Alford Wolf

11/10/15
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