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Kim’s Fireworks

everything in the device including the charge, a Plutonium sphere. When this happens, a critical mass
is reached and the device explodes. In addition to
all this, you may have an initiator placed in the Plutonium that will supply neutrons when activated by
very high pressure, sort of like a spark plug.

On January 7, 2016, Kim Jong Un, leader of North
Korea, announced the detonation of a hydrogen
bomb in recognition of his birthday. This was accompanied by a repeat of previous stories that they
had missile firing rockets in submarines and that
their missiles could reach the U.S. This sounds like Experts have expressed doubt that the North Koa fairly simple thing to do but it is burdened by rea’s fourth nuclear test was a hydrogen bomb, as
the blast was roughly the same size, as determined
complications.
by the seismic intensity, as the previous test of a less
powerful atomic bomb, in 2013. What was probably
used was an “augmented” A-Bomb which has a very
small amount of hydrogen, probably in the form of
lithium deuteride, which enhances the yield of the
weapon. This device had an estimated yield of
about 5—6 kilotons [Kt]. This is pretty dismal for
enhanced weapons which usually have yields of less
than one megaton, typically about 400 Kt.
So it has been concluded that this is another failed
test if in fact it was an enhanced weapon; it certainly
wasn’t an H-bomb which have yields of several megatons. One should remember that the North proFirst you have to understand the artillery, the actual vides facts that suit their purpose. One can have
their own ideas but not their own facts.
bomb of which there are several types.
This is the total Plutonium charge in the Nagasaki bomb. Keep in mind that these fissile elements eventually decay to lead so they are very heavy. These ‘pellets’ of Plutonium weigh 14
pounds and were shaped into a solid sphere 4” in diameter.

The first is the basic atomic bomb which consists of
a device to fire two subcritical pieces of fissile material together fast enough to reach the critical mass
and explode. This was the Hiroshima bomb which
used Uranium as its fuel and was nothing more than
a very strong gun barrel in which one piece of uranium was fired at very high speed at another piece
at which time you had a critical mass that would explode. The size of the explosion was determined
by the amount of explosive material.

It is interesting to note that the North recently demanded the conclusion of a peace treaty with the
US if the US and ROK end their annual military exercises. When this is accomplished, the North will
end their nuclear tests.

While waiting to see what kind of new sanctions will
be imposed as a result of test #4, the North stated
that with the test now out of the way, they want the
US and allies to back off and let them turn their atIt was found that Uranium would work well in this tention to economic growth.
type of device but Plutonium would not. Since Plutonium is much more responsive to neutrons than What this means is they want the sanctions eliminatUranium, it can react before the critical mass is ed so they can import items necessary for survival
reached and blow itself apart. So a new bomb de- inasmuch as their population is near collapse due to
sign was suggested by Seth Neddermeier and a sanctions and the cost of their defense programs,
successful one was developed by Stanislaw Ulam, a the same thing that happened to the USSR in 1991.
Polish mathematician and Edward Teller, a HungariThey also want to do this before additional sanctions are
an physicist.
levied.
The new design consisted of an extremely strong
sphere where explosives were attached to the inner
The war games between the US and ROK forces are necesside of the sphere. The explosives [shape charges]
sary to keep up to date with modern advances because
had to be arranged precisely in order to have a symwarfare today is quite complex and very different than it >>
metrical shock wave. This shock wave compresses 1
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was 65 years ago. During this time, the US has engaged in
several wars so we have a large number of combat experienced troops with complex weapons while the North,
having had no wars, has Korean War vets as old as we are
so they no longer have a combat ready Army. At any rate,
the war games really make them hysterical.
The north is aware that that they are alone in their ‘sealed’
kingdom while their neighbors and the US thrive in western style democracy. This fact is slowly seeping through
the DMZ further adding to the distress in the North. One
northern citizen who escaped to South Korea was dumbstruck because he could not believe what he was seeing.
Another factor to consider is that if a treaty is signed, will
there be traffic and commerce between the North and
South similar to East and West Germany? If so, the Communism of the North will be slowly diluted resulting in the
end of the Kim dynasty.
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As this was happening, I tried to confirm the events by US
broadcast media but didn’t hear a thing except election
polls, the economy, and the Iran agreement with the release of prisoners and of course commercials. Have we
been forgotten again??
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KWVA General Meeting, 2:00 pm, American Legion Post 211.
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ships for 2016 to be awarded by Chapter 312. There
will be a total of two awards made at $1000 each. The
applicants must have been accepted to an accredited
College or University and must appear for a personal
interview. A new requirement is that the applicants
must have a GPA of 3.5 or higher.

Sick Call

With men our age, many fall ill which is unfortunate. They are in our thoughts and wishes to get
well. The following are reported as being ill: Ron
Twentey, back surgery; Morris Roberts, cancer; Pete
Callas, fell and was in the Kaufman Nursing Home; All business related to scholarships will be conductCol Weber, fell and is recovering at home [He was ed during the month of May and interviews will be
wounded at battle of Wonju.]
held on each Saturday during that month.

A Sugar By Any Other Name
The amount of sugar consumed by the American
public has been increasing since 1850 when the
average consumption per person per year was 5
pounds. In the year 2000, it was 150 lbs/person/yr.
Since then there has been no appreciable increase
in the use of sugar per se but it appears in thousands of prepared foods by other names. Here
are some of the more common compounds currently used. Glucose is the only sugar that is used
directly, all the others have to processed by the
Agave Nectar

Fructose

Agave Syrup

Fruit Juice Concentrate

Barley Malt

Glucose

Beet Sugar

High Fructose Corn Syrup

Brown Rice Syrup

Honey

Brown Sugar

Invert Sugar Syrup

Cane Juice Solids

Malt Syrup

Cane Sugar

Maltodextrin

Caramel

Maltose

Coconut Sugar

Maple Syrup

Corn Syrup

Molasses

Date Sugar

Sorghum Syrup

Dextrose

Sucrose [Table Sugar]

Evaporated Cane Juice

Treacle

liver or kidney to obtain glucose. This is especially true of fructose or fruit sugar so you should
never be on a pure fruit diet. What one has to be
careful of are the dried fruits which are delicious
because the fructose is highly concentrated.
Artificial sweeteners are to be avoided since they
are chemical modifications of natural products.
Stevia is OK (so far) because it is extracted from a
plant, as is sugar, with no modifications.

Scholarships
Joe Startari reported the procedures for scholar-

The members of the Scholarship Committee are Joe
Startari, Chm, Ed Ruos, Charles Gaush, and Clayton
Burkholder.

The executive Committee voted to transfer $1000
from the Fund Raiser cost center to Scholarships. In
addition, the Hamilton Nissan dealership contributed $1000 for a scholarship. This brings the total
funds for scholarships to $10,000 so that two awards
can be made each year for the next five years.
Korean War History
High School History Books in the U.S. that cover the
Korean War suffer from the same problems that afflict the textbooks in Japan and South Korea. Scholars have struggled for years to give meaning and
substance to this conflict. It is likely that students in
all three countries are swayed by: their society’s emphasis on 21st Century affairs, post Cold War implications, and geopolitical nuances rather than the
cold, hard facts of the war.
Some of the texts skip from WW II to Vietnam and
skim over the little war in between. In one text,
WW II covers 27 pages, Vietnam, 25 pages and Korea 3 pages. An author writing a book went to a library in Florida for some information. He found 22
volumes on Vietnam and 4 on Korea.
The same can be said for individual publications
(papers written for professional journals). A search
for such papers written about the way textbooks on
the Korean War are written found 29 entries. Only 3
of these dealt with findings of the practical observed facts, the remainder concerned the methods
of teaching Korean War history. This reflects the
philosophy of teaching advocated by the National
Education Association.
In Japan and South Korea, the books themselves are
selected by the Ministry of Education and are written by professional historians, teachers and researchers, thus the teachers in South Korea and Japan follow a national curriculum. In the U.S., we
have a strong tradition of local control so the texts
are selected by state and local jurisdictions even
down
to
individual
schools.
Unfortunately, this leads to a fractured output
which is reflected in the dismal national standardized test scores as well as the knowledge displayed
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by those seeking scholarships. The only saving the beginning of the Cold War. Not one Korean
grace is the fact that a few very large publishers tend leader or officer was mentioned.
to dominate the history textbook market which aids
Also not mentioned was the change in American
in obtaining some level of national uniformity.
strategy in war from diplomacy and aid to military
Korean History Books
action. And so began a steady build up of our armaSouth Korea: There are three main textbooks used ments and nuclear weapons during the 40 year Cold
in South Korea: Kumsung, Jungang, and Doosan. War. The paranoid Russians did the same because
Overall they agree on most points, e.g., The term they didn’t want to be left behind. This arms race
Korean War is relatively new in Korea; it has always eventually toppled Communism in 1991 when the
been known as the “6-25” War. The constant re- government was unable to pay its debts and many
minder of when the war started makes them think
of who started it. The major overall emphasis is the people starved. The country just went bankrupt.
suffering of the Korean people.
This is eerily similar to North Korea which I deJapan: Similarly, Japan has three notable and popu- scribed earlier as a ‘Little Russia’ and is the reason
lar history texts: Sanseido, Yamakawa, and Tokyo that many writers describe the country as being very
Shoseki. Japan’s modern history books generally fragile and on the brink of collapse.
start a new chapter with the end of WWII. The previous chapter deals with the atom bombing, the So- The Ghost Boats
viet invasion, and the unconditional surrender. The The Tsushima current is a surface current that runs
next chapter continues with the post war build up northward along the west coast of Japan. This curand industrialization. These books gloss over the rent provides rich sources of fish and squid in
Japanese role in the second world war as well as the northwest Japanese coastal waters which are much
atrocities associated therewith. Missing in any Japa- sought after.
nese text is the occupation of the Korean peninsula
by Japan for 35 years. That is, Japanese texts de- Recently, it has brought something more than fish
scribe the Korean War as an event that happened and fishermen—it also brought their boats. These
outside of their capacity to intervene. The texts dis- boats were adrift in the northern waters and in a biconnect the war’s positive effects in Japan with the zarre twist, they contained the decaying remains of
men. Since October more than a dozen vessels
devastating consequences in Korea.
have been found containing more than 25 corpses.
The U.S.: Current accounts of modern wars are conceptualized in terms of the Cold War instead of the The Japanese coastguard hasn’t spoken about the
previously used methods of diplomacy and foreign origin of the boats but their wooden construction
aid. This began as a result of the Korean War so in with flat bottoms as well as cigarette packs on board
all point to North Korea. They were probably squid
fact the Korean War was an event in the Cold War.
fishermen with primitive gear for squid and not
The two commonly used texts, “The Americans” and even a radio or other navigation equipment.
“The American Republic Since 1877” offer no domiNot
much
nant strategic description of the conflict other than
happens
in
the latter day offensives around the 38th parallel.
this
country
Unlike other wars, these texts struggle to find any
without
the
theory of the war driven by clear motivations. Like
knowledge
of
Japanese texts, the war was just a part of the Cold
Mr Kim. He
War.
has
pushed
Avoiding the difficult task of finding meaning, our
the men to
texts favor a story of military strategy instead of sugincrease their
gesting that the war produced a major geopolitical
catch because
realignment. A lot of space is devoted to the rift beit feeds their
tween MacArthur and Truman relative to the broadarmy and they
ening of the war to include China. This provides the
sell the rest to
authors with a lot of classroom fodder for discusChina
for
sions around martial power vs civilian control of the
cash.
It is
military, indeed, they spend a lot of time on this
thought that
constitutional issue to the neglect of other aspects
the North is
of the war. For example, only American casualties forcing more boats to go out farther but the weathare mentioned with no reference to the impact of er is sometimes rough and the boats run out of fuel
this on the homeland or on other countries who al- not anticipating being out that long. Some of them
so suffered losses. In fact, from these texts one get caught in the Tsushima current and drift to Jacould infer that this was an American war placed at pan remaining in a circular pattern for many weeks.
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