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Honor Guard firing the salute was very sharp, right
on the money. Those present were Commander
The first Veteran’s Day, which we knew as Armi- Les Bishop, Pat Patterson, Ron Twentey, Charles
stice Day, took place on Novenber 11, 1918 at 5 Gaush, Clayton Burkholder, Ed Ruos, Carl Paylor
AM. Germany, bereft of manpower and supplies among others.
and faced with an imminent invasion bolstered by The third event was a party at the Julia Manor
American Forces, signed an armistice agreement Nursing Home which featured a band made up of
with the Allies in a railroad car outside Compiégne, retired musicians. There was a sing-along with the
France. As far as is known, hostilities ceased at band while Chapter 312 members served the
11 AM, however in the 1953 Korean Armistice, mostly disabled residents with cake and beverages.
hostilities continued for several hours in some sec- The cake was made to honor veterans [p 6]. Chaptors in a futile effort to gain a few more yards of ter 312 attendance was 17 at Marty Snook and 10
territory.
at the Court House.

Veteran’s Day Activities

There were several events on Veteran’s Day in
which Antietam Chapter 312 participated. The first
of the events took place at the Washington County
Maryland Veteran’s Memorial Garden which is a
beautiful section of Marty Snook Memorial Park,
sitting on top of a hill with a view of the valley.
Remembrance ceremonies have been held here
for the last dozen years. Despite the cold and
windy weather the crowd was the largest we ever
had. Among the groups participating were 17
members of KWVA Antietam Chapter 312, US
Army Special Forces, US Marines, US Navy, Coast
Guard, Washington Co Sheriff’s Office, among
others.
Chapter 312 members at Julia Manor; l to r: Jim Mobly, Les Bishop,
Pat Patterson, Ed Ruos, Charles Gaush, Charlie Morris, and Ron
Twenty.

The main speaker was Ron Bowers, National AMVETS Chaplin who addressed the significant facts
of the forgotten war as did other speakers. Just
last May on Memorial Day, Colonel Weber said at
this site “We rise up in anger when we see four or
five killed in Afghanistan. Why is it then that the
Korean War fell through the cracks of our conscience?”

Season’s Greetings to all our Readers
From

The next event was held in front of the Washington Co courthouse. An excellent band from the
Barbara Ingram School for the Arts here in Hagerstown performed for the group gathered for the
ceremonies. It was still cold and windy but the
band was very good—many talented youngsters
there. Wreaths were laid by many groups including, of course, the Antietam Chapter 312. The

Antietam KWVA
Chapter 312
1

2013 –2014 Officers
Commander:
Vice Commander:

Les Bishop

240-420-3755

Pat Patterson

301-790-3941

2nd Vice Commander: Ron Twentey

240-882-6153

Secretary:

Charlie Morris

301-733-0352

Treasurer:

Jim Mobley

301-733-0433

Chaplain:

Dr Bud Johns

301-739-8077

Judge Advocate:

Carl Paylor

301-797-1462

Sergeant-At-Arms:

Dick Sayles

301-733-7123

Historian:

C. Burkholder

301-582-2930

We the people,
in order to form a more perfect union, … These are very
familiar words from the Declaration of Independence
upon which this Nation was founded. The union is now
not really perfect but is divided into thousands of special
or single issue groups, as though each interest group
could sway the results. To form a more perfect union,
everyone must cooperate otherwise you will have chaos
with the slow disintegration of the nation. Yes, the 1 st
amendment deals with freedom of speech but the fact
that it is first doesn’t make it the most important. It is to
be used in conjunction with all of the Constitution and
amendments because each of these provisions is limited
in scope. For example, there is no absolute freedom of
speech but it is limited to the prevailing circumstances.
Thus, the US Supreme Court has ruled that one cannot
yell “Fire” in crowded theater if there is no fire. I also
interpret this to mean that one cannot say that a news
story is wrong when in fact it is not. In both cases the
result will be chaos with voices coming from many directions. United we stand, ...
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The main issue seems to be Federal rights vs. States
rights. The states are to make laws commensurate with
their particular circumstances but the federal government’s job is to oversee those laws to insure that no one
is harmed and that everyone is treated fairly. I don’t
think the Feds are doing a very good job of it.

crgaush@myactv.net

Reminder!

We have just celebrated Veteran’s Day with many patriotic functions including a salute to the troops at the Veteran’s Memorial Park, a ceremony and band concert at
the Court House [The Hall of Justice], and a visit to the
disabled and elderly at a nursing home. These are not
just simple ceremonies but are serious functions to remind us of all those who went to foreign lands to fight
and die for those freedoms we have in our country as
well as in others. We should not waste deceased veteran’s efforts on petty, political squabbling but instead
honor them by building a stronger, more perfect Union.
-crg

The last day to reserve a place at the Christmas
Dinner is December 6! Not much time left.
Name__________________________________
Number attending ___________
Circle your choice Chicken or Ham ($13)
Amount Remitted: $_______________

Important Dates
4 December

Chapter 312 Meeting

2:00 PM American Legion Post 211

15 December

Christmas Dinner

3:00 PM Hagerstown Elks Club ($13)

18 December

Executive Comm Meeting

2:00 PM

23 December

Gen Walton Walker killed in vehicle accident

26 December

SS Merideth Victory, US Merchant Marine, moves 14,000 refugees from Hungnam

8 January

Chapter 312 Meeting

2:00 PM

American Legion Post 211

22 January

Exec Comm Meeting

2:00 PM

American Legion Post 211
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American Legion Post 211

voir and made it to Hagaru-ri. At some points, the
Marines were having trouble getting through the
wire and other obstacles and on to the road. To
their great surprise some of the Chinese troops
helped them get through, it was thought, adding to
the difficulty of understanding the Oriental mind.
Actually, I thinkl it was Chinese troops who wanted
to stay in the south rather than return home. This
was a particularly vicious battle with dead GIs piled
four high in some places and loaded onto trucks.

The Battle of Chosin Reservoir
During the months of September and October, the
UN forces were successful in their push above the
38th parallel. In late November and December, the
weather turned very cold as described in the last
issue. Then came the onslaught of massive Chinese
Communist Forces (CCF) which drove the UN
forces to withdraw.
The UN forces were comprised of the IX Corps located generally on the west side of the peninsula
and the X Corps on the east side. At the time, IX
Corps was made up of the 2nd and 25th U.S, Divisions, 1st U.S. Calvary, 24th U.S. Div, 1st Marine
Div, and the 6th ROK Div. The X Corps contained
the 7th U.S. Div, 1st Marine Div (from Dec 1950 ),
3rd U.S. Div, 2nd, 5th, and 8th ROK Divs. As Gen
Peng noted, it would be easy for his 9th Army to
mop up the UN forces since they were “scattered
across difficult country”.

The airfield within the Hagaru-ri defensive perimeter became operational resulting in the arrival of
supplies of troops, ammo, food and also to remove
the wounded and dead. However, snow and negative double digit temperatures created additional
problems.
Nevertheless, George Co and the 1st Marine Div
broke out of the Chinese encirclement and headed
for Col Puller’s forces at Koto-ri. Beyond Koto-ri
was the Fuchulin Pass and the bridge problem. This
referred to the concrete bridge that passed over a
1500 ft gorge (actually a crevasse) containing the
penstocks from the reservoir. The bridge had been
blown by the Chinese leaving a gap of some 24 feet.
Fortunately, the Engineers who completed the Hagaru-ri airfield were present to span the gorge.

The CCF 9th Army outnumbered the 1st Marine
Div 8:1 at the reservoir and Chairman Mao said he
would grind down the Americans by persisting in a
long war of several years by attrition. He didn’t.

Chinese troops carried weapons from a variety of
sources but a lot came from the U.S. surplus which
was sold to China at ‘fire sale’ prices after WWII. With the path to Hungnam blocked at Funchilin
So now American weapons were firing at Ameri- Pass, eight C-119 Flying Boxcars flown by the
cans.
US 314th Troop Carrier Wing were used to
drop portable bridge sections [cribs] by paraAt one point the Marines were stretched from Koto chute. Four of these sections, together with addi-ri to Hagaru-ri (CP) all the way west to Yudam-ni. tional wooden extensions were successfully reasThe outlying forces gradually converged at Hagaru- sembled into a replacement bridge. This was done
ri after some very difficult struggles. For example, by Marine Corps combat engineers and the US
serious effort was required to hold the Toktong Army 58th Engineer Treadway Bridge Company on
Pass about half way between Yudam-ni and Ha- 9 December, enabling UN forces to proceed south.
garu-ri.
The troops walked over the treadways 1500 feet
above the bottom of the gorge followed by tanks.
East of the reservoir, the Marine Faith Task Force A treadway bridge was supposed to support a mewithdrew down the road toward Hagaru-ri when dium tank and are most often placed over ponthey were attacked by hordes of Chinese. The con- toons to cross rivers, however, Funchilin Pass prevoy kept going despite the bloody battle where sented a much more difficult problem.
trucks carrying wounded were continually fired on
so the wounded in the trucks were shot again and This is a greatly simplified, shortened version of the
again. Lt Col Faith was killed after which the battal- battle which actually covered hundreds of square
ion fell apart due to the overwhelming opposition miles and a variety of units who fought their way
from the north. Those who stayed on the road south 78 miles to the port of Hungnam. Here they
passed through Hudong-ni and were largely wiped were evacuated to Pusan by Navy and Merchant
out. The remainder trudged across the frozen reser- Marine ships.
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Note on Gen Kaiser
The Wikipedia site containing the biography of
Maj Gen Kaiser ended with his departure from
Korea in Dec 1950. However, after he arrived
in the states, he was given command of the 5th
Infantry Division at Indiantown Gap, PA. I
wrote a small paragraph for Wikipedia correcting the omission.
I graduated from college in 1951 and enlisted in
the Army. I did 16 weeks of Inf Basic training at
Indiantown Gap with the 5th Division. Kaiser
gave one of our orientation lectures and
seemed to be rather crestfallen. Kaiser, born in
Philadelphia in 1895, was 55 when he commanded the 2d. He graduated from West Point
with J Lawton Collins, Matthew Ridgeway, and
Mark W Clark. Interestingly, in one of the Korean War list of generals, he is not mentioned.

The quilt made by the Julia Manor veterans held by Ed
Ruos and Clayton Burkholder.

The War
In the U.S., the war was initially described by President Harry S Truman as a "police action” as it was
an undeclared military action conducted under the
auspices of the United Nations. In the Security
Council, the Russians were opposed to many different issues, especially which China to seat in the UN,
so in a flash of typical Slavic anger, their delegates
left. It was at this time that the Communist North
Koreans invaded South Korea and the resolution to
interfere in the war passed. If the Soviets had been
present, it wouldn’t have had a chance.
has been referred to as the Forgotten
War" or "The Unknown War" because of the lack of
It

public attention it received both during and after the
war, in relation to the global scale of World War II,
which preceded it, and the subsequent angst of
the Vietnam War, which succeeded it.

Personal Military History
Our Historian, Clayton Burkholder, has prepared
some very impressive books detailing the military
history of our Chapter 312 members. So far there
are several books full of entries. Clayton and his assistant Jean Eckstine do an excellent job of arranging
and placing the information in the books. All you
have to do is gather up your information, letters, and
pictures and give it to them. They take care of everything and make you appear in the book like a
movie star! All your letters, text, pictures, etc are
returned to you—they haven’t lost a thing so don’t
worry about that.
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He said we should pay close attention to our
training because we would need it. On the way
out of the room he shook hands with us and
wished us good luck.
As college students, we hadn’t paid too much
attention to the war (like most civilians) and
didn’t know exactly what had happened in Korea. However, one of the guys in my platoon
was from a military family who knew Kaiser
personally and he told us about it.
Christmas in the 21st Century
Here we are at the end of the year, December,
which as you know was the most difficult time
for our forces in North Korea. Keeping in mind
their suffering, it is appropriate for us here in
Washington Co to think of those who are also
suffering. Many have lost their jobs which sears
into a man’s soul like a knife because he feels
utterly useless.
Many get involved in providing food and meals
for the less fortunate during the holidays but
don’t think of what the families are going to do
during the other 360 days. I’m sure the families
are grateful for the assistance given but I’m also
sure they would rather have a job so as to provide for themselves. We who have lived
through the Great Depression know what it’s
like to grow up in rags so we should not sit by
watching giant corporations sitting on Billions
of dollars in cash while doing nothing. And we
also should not sit by and watch our Congress
do the same! Maybe the two are connected (!)
which seems to me to be just a little dishonest!
What happened to “We The People”? -crg

The band from the Barbaa Ingram School for the Arts, Hagerstown.
They played very well in the wind and cold; how would they sound in
good weather?

Old Glory flying over the Veteran’s Memorial Garden.

Commander American Legion Post
42.

Mr and Mrs Ron Twentey and Jim Ensminger at Marty Snook Park

Jean Eckstine and Clayton Burkholder at Marty
Snook Memorial Park

The Merchant Marine has this memorial
stone in the Memorial Garden. The Merchant Marine ship SS Meredith Victory, a
cargo ship, carried 14,000 refugees from
Hungnam Harbor in Dec 1950.

KWVA Cdr Les Bishop from Antietam
Chapter 312 at Julia Manor
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Veteran’s Day cake at Julia Manor

Jim Mobly and resident of Julia Manor

The Honor Guard at the Court House ceremony.

Treasurer Jim Mobly and Commander and Mrs Bishop at Marty
Snook Park.

Marty Snook Park

Ron Twenty

There are still some copies of the “Korea Reborn” books left for distribution. This is a very sturdy
hard-backed book that describes the war and the events following the war to the present time when
Korea is the 6th largest economy in the world. We did that! If you want copies please contact Commander Bishop (240-420-3755) or attend the next meeting (Dec 4).
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