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The Needle In The Haystack
North Korea has been busy lately with missile firings. These firings were in addition to previous
launches as early as 2005. With many failed launches in this array it is assumed that the DPRK has problems even with their short and medium range missiles.
However, recently they fired two Musudong missiles with a range of 4,000 km (2480 mi). One was
fired at a normal trajectory but was deliberately exploded (malfunction?) at about 112 miles down
range. Calculating the range from other factors, the
limit of this shot would have been 3,000 km, 25%
short of its nominal range.
The second Musudong missile was fired at a near
vertical trajectory (lofted) reaching a height of 1414
km (877 mi), far above the standard space vehicle
belt. It landed 400 km (248 mi) down range in the
Sea of Japan; this is about halfway to Japan. The
tests appear to be to enhance the performance of
the rockets.
The web site “38North.com”, which publishes information it gathers from the DPRK, noted that the
North had many more rockets than war heads. The
obvious reason is that rockers are much easier to
make than Uranium warheads. That being the case,
the North appears to have adopted a procedure
called the ‘Needle in the Haystack’ or ‘Haystacking’.

The U.S. has some 1700 nuclear warheads ready to
go and we can fire as many as needed but this
would cause such destruction in a small country
that unintended consequences would be severe.
Rather, the U.S. would probably use ‘haystacking’
too, firing small (20kt) nuclear warheads at the
North as well as conventional explosives at all major
targets in the North so that it would become a vast
wasteland. Not that it is a highly developed nation
to begin with. Overall though, such a campaign
would produce much more damage and casualties
in the South (see Table) than in the North due to
population and terrain differences.
The question now becomes how would Russia and
China react? They would probably invade the
South and unify the peninsula unless the U.S intervened; sound familiar? If we were successful, this
would put U.S. at China’s border, a situation they
definitely would not like.
The more sane approach would be to settle the dispute by diplomatic means. We have been trying
this for 49 years and are at a stalemate. One idea is
to negotiate a peace treaty with the North ending
the war which, hopefully, would lessen the tension
on the peninsula. However it is doubtful that this
would remove the North’s nuclear weapons. One
thing should be perfectly clear: Mr Kim is never going to give up his nuclear weapons because that is
all he has. Since he’s so young, he wants it known
that he is far more aggressive than his father.

In this scenario, the North fires a barrage of many
rockets most of which contain conventional explosives, However, some contain nuclear warheads.
Another suggestion is to democratize the North.
The South Korean anti-missile defenses including Understandably, this would take a long time but if
the soon to be installed THAAD system would be at financial, agricultural, and industrial aid are provida loss to handle such a large attack taking out many ed it may be enough of an inducement to get the
of the missiles but some would get through. Cur- job done. Meanwhile, however, the North would
rently, there is no way to distinguish between nu- probably continue to enhance its nuclear stockpile.
clear and conventional incoming weapons. Howev- So the solution must be swift and devastating, nother, this may change with developments in technolo- ing that requires a long period of time will work.
No signed agreements will work because the North
gy.
has a reputation of ignoring them.
Should this exchange occur, surely Mr Kim would
be aware of the doctrine of mutually assured de- As long as Mr Kim is in charge, nothing is going to
struction (MAD). This is what kept the peace be- change. Keep in mind that he is only 32 years old
and will have a long time to exert his power. Howtween the two nuclear giants during the cold war.
ever, he does have diabetes and has gained 100 lbs
However, the situation has changed over 25 years.
since taking power weighing in at a hefty 300 lb.
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Maj Gen Shin Returns Home
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Maj Gen Shin
Kyoung
Soo
who served as
the Military Attache at the
South
Korean
Embassy for the
last two years, is
returning home
after the completion of his
tour of duty in
November.
Gen Shin has
been very active
in local events
and has participated in many
of the ceremonies and programs sponsored by Chapter 312 as
well as in the activities of other chapters. He has a
very pleasant personality and is the most active of
the Korean Embassy personnel, with the possible
exception of “Tiger”, we have had. We certainly
thank him for his efforts and appreciate his willingness to participate in our affairs; he certainly will
be missed.
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An elderly Cherokee told his grandson ‘We have two
wolves within our hearts.
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One is evil with rage, envy, jealousy, arrogance and
inferiority.

Attendance Stats
Number of Meetings

22

Maximum attending

41 (June 4, 2014

The other is good. He brings with him dignity, peace,
love, hope, and faith.’

Minimum attending

21 (February 3, 2016)

The grandson asked ‘which wolf wins?’

Average Persons/Meeting

32 (39%)

The old man replied ‘The one you are feeding!’
- Lee Min

August 3

Regular KWVA meeting, 2:00 PM, American Legion Post 211

August 6, 1945

Saturday, A-Bomb dropped on Hiroshima

August 7, 1782

Badge of Military Merit (Purple Heart) established

August 15, 1945

Monday, Japan accepts unconditional surrender

August 17

Executive Committee meeting, 2:00 PM, American Legion Post 211
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Concert Series Continues
These are the remaning concerts in the Red, White,
and Blue series of patriotic concerts performed at
the amphitheater at HCC
August 12

Friday, The United States Navy Sea Chanters

September 10 Saturday, The U.S. Air Force Airmen of Note
September 17 Saturday, The U.S. Navy Country Currents

The Navy Sea Chanters were formed in 1956 by Adm
Arleigh Burke who placed them into the U.S. Navy
Band. They were originally taken from the Navy
School of Music by Lt Harold Fultz, then the Assistant Band Leader. Adm Burke tasked them to perpetuate the songs of the sea. They have since broadened their repertoire to cover a more expansive selection of musical genres.
They have performed at more patriotic and professional occasions than could be covered in this Newsletter. Some of the more notable ones were at President Kennedy’s burial, at memorials for the astronauts of the space shuttle Columbia and the presidential wreath laying ceremony at the United Airlines flight 93 crash site in Shanksville, Pa. Their performance of “Amazing Grace” for the National Day
of Prayer and Remembrance at the National Cathedral in Washington after the events of 9/11 inspired
all in attendance as well as a national television audience. In 2004, the chorus participated in former President Reagan’s funeral at the National Cathedral, and
in 2007 performed in the U.S. Capitol’s rotunda as
former President Ford was lying in state. In 1994, they
provided music at the funeral of former President
Nixon in Yorba Linda, Calif., and the interment of
former first lady Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis at Arlington National Cemetery.
The concerts are always free and we urge everyone
to attend them for a fine evening of entertainment.
Since they are supported in part by KWVA, we would
like to see a sea of blue blazers there.

Above: Photos taken by Trish Twentey
following the Remembrance Day Parade
in Washington, D.C. on Memorial Day
2016.
Left: The Navy Sea Chanters
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Left: Awarding of scholarships by Chm Joe Startari to Mary Anne
Kreps and Paul Rochfort.

New KWVA 312 Officers for 2017

Photo of the Month

Night City Scape of Seoul

Ron Twenty with Mrs Hogan

Grand Send-Off Party For MG Shinn
A farewell party for MG Shinn will be held on September 22, Thursday, at Dutch’s Daughter restaurant
in Frederick. Chapters 312, 313, and 142 will participate in the event and wives are invited. Transportation by bus will be provided by Chapter 312 following our set routine; the bus will be at the Elk’s Club
and will proceed to Urbana to pick up Chapter 142
members. MG Shin will be given a customary gift in
recognition of his abundant and generous activities
on behalf of the Korean War Veterans.
Those planning to attend the dinner, which will be
cafeteria style, should notify either the Commander
or the Vice Commander. Dutch’s Daughter restaurant has an excellent reputation for it’s menu.
More detailed information will be forthcoming at
our regular meeting and in the Newsletter.
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Air Burst of A Nuclear Weapon Over Seoul; Casualties vs Size of Weapon

(Hiroshima size)

(1 Megaton)

Graph is from “38 North”

North Korea has been working on nuclear weapons and rockets
since about 2002. They have done this by purchasing parts and
complex components on the ‘black market’ [See A Q Kahn in
previous issue]. This gets to be very expensive so they have to
sell a lot of coal to China. One source I read said that they have
₤2,000,000,000 worth of oil at their disposal (from Iran?). At
any rate, they have been at it for some years and have caught
up with world, slinging objects into orbit, exploding atomic
weapons, building their own submarines, etc.
The United Nations has been imposing severe sanctions on the
country for these prohibited activities. China is a member of
the UN and is DPRK’s sole ally and have been rather harsh with
the North but to no avail. In an interview with a high ranking
North Korean official, when asked about China’s admonishment, said in effect that the North “is going our own way”. So
Mr Kim is getting a little brazen about his operations. After all,
he has quite an array if missiles that can hit South Korea as well
as Japan and Midway Island; all he needs now are some functional nuclear warheads. Some reliable sources say he has
about 20 warheads in his arsenal and is gaining at a rate of one
per month, which I doubt.

A THAAD Missile Launcher

So for us it is time to ‘wake up and smell the coffee”. We have
been threatening to put THAAD missiles [an anti-missile missile] in South Korea and have gotten to the point where they
are going in. At least two batteries, each of which can fire 72
missiles, will be placed southeast of Seoul. Since the North has
so many missiles, I would wager that eventually, there will be
more than two batteries. This missile strikes an incoming missile near the end of its trajectory. It does this by simple physical damage, i.e., the THAAD warhead contains no explosives,
just two tons of steel.

the very powerful radar used which can cause damage to humans and electronic equipment. The South Korean installation
will be several hundred km southeast of Seoul but will be
pointing north which is heavily populated. So those who resist
the missile placement are fearful for the northern residents.
The Chinese oppose the plan because it could jeopardize their
"legitimate national security interests” by ‘seeing’ the trajectory
of their missiles fired in tests.
A THAAD battery consists of nine launcher vehicles, each
equipped with eight missiles, with two mobile tactical operations centers (TOCs) and the ground-based X-Band radar (GBR).

One third of South Koreans oppose the installation because of
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