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Chapter Members Attend Remembrance Day
Ceremony
Thirteen Antietam Chapter members, some with
wives and other family, attended the remembrance Day Ceremony at the Korean War Memorial on June 25th in Washington, DC. The event was
sponsored by the Korean Embassy commemorating the 65th anniversary of the beginning of the
war. Attending the ceremony were representatives from the 21 nations who fought in the Korean
War as well as DOD and Congressional representatives. Of course there were large contingents of
American veterans as well as Korean veterans present. The U.S. Army Band provided appropriate
music for the event.

Jesse Englehart on Korean Television

The program emphasized remembrance and the
importance of those events 65 years ago as well as
the repeated “thank you’s” to the veterans from
the Korean speakers. A recurring theme in the
speeches also emphasized the Korean prominence
in the world that it achieved since the war.

Jesse Englehart, a member of our KWVA Chapter
312, was interviewed for a documentary that the
KBS (Korean Broadcasting System) is doing on the
Pusan perimeter campaign during the Korean War. After being
contacted by the KBS, Les Bishop
Everyone was greeted by MG Shin Kyoung-soo, selected Jesse as a KWVA memthe Korean Military Attache who introduced Am- ber with direct combat experibassador Ahn Ho-young. Ambassador Ahn spoke ence at Pusan. Our old friend,
very well to the elements mentioned above and Dr Jongwoo Han and a television
made a special emphasis to recognize Mrs Yumi crew including the producer, InHogan who was present and to commend the Gov- Soo Lee, came to Jesse’s house
ernor for the handling of his cancer announce- last month to do the filming.
From Jesse’s viewpoint, it was a great experience
ment.
and a great honor.

KWVA President Larry Kinard spoke of the pride
American veterans had for what they accom- Among the technologies used for the filming was a
plished in Korea and for what Korea has done with camera drone that recorded the Koreans arriving at
their freedom. The DOD and Congressional Jesse’s home. We all give Jesse a “well done” for

speakers also emphasized these points. Following representing our chapter so well.
the speeches, wreathes were offered by the participating nations, pictures were taken, and old
Korea has four National TV stations: EBS, Educationfriendships renewed followed by the departure for
al; KBS; broadcasting news and sports at 5,000 watts;
home.
MBC, Munhwa Broadcasting, News and entertainAll-in-all, it was a very nice day, HOT but nice! ment; and SBS, Seoul Broadcasting System, News
However, the fact that it was partly cloudy made it and entertainment.
bearable. Also, since it was not a long drawn out
affair made for a solemn, respectful, and reward- Korean Broadcasting System (KBS) is Korea’s leading experience. We survived the early departure ing public service broadcaster and the most influand the innovative route taken by the bus driver to ential media organization in the country. With more
make this a memorable trip. Those of us who than 5,000 employees, the company operates three
made the journey will remember this June 25th.
TV channels—KBS 1TV, KBS 2TV, and KBS World—
as well as seven radio stations.
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Gale Kline Passes Away
We were saddened to learn of the death of
Gale Kline, a member of our KWVA Chapter
312 who served in the U.S. Army. Gale was 84
years old and a native of Foxville, MD. He was
also a member of the Clopper-Michael American Legion Post 10 in Boonsboro.
Gale had three sons, three daughters, and seven grandchildren and was preceded in death
by his wife Patricia E Smith.

He was a co-owner of Kline’s Gallery of
Boonesboro, a salesman for Model Garage in
Middletown, and Hoffman Chevrolet in
Hagerstown.
A graveside service was held at St. Marks Luthern Cemetery on July 10, with the Rev Darrell L Layman officiating. Military honors were
provided by the Boonsboro American Legion
Post 10.

Committees
Ways & Means

Members of KWVA Chapter 312 wish to express our most sincere condolences to Gale’s
children, grandchildren and siblings.

Activities

Send stories and pictures to: crgaush@myactv.net

Quartermaster Roy May has a variety of items for sale at
each meeting. Look over his display for:
Baseball caps

Overseas caps

White gloves

Shirts

Brass

Police shirts

Lapel pins

Wind breakers

The national border between the Netherlands on the left and
Belgium on the right.

August 5

Regular Chapter meting at American Legion Post 211, 2:00 PM

August 8

Summer Concerts, The Navy Sea Chanters, HCC at 6:15 PM

August 17

Monday, Bingo at Julia Manor, 2:00 PM

August 19

Exec Comm Meeting, American Legion, Post 211, 2:00 PM
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MERS Outbreak Continues
Seoul, June 20:The MERS [Middle East Respiratory diminishing no doubt due to strict quarantine and
Sources: Al Jazeera&AFP
Syndrome] that struck South Korea in May of 2015 restricted exit visas.
continues although more strict preventive
measures have resulted in a diminution in the number of new infections. The most recent data [July
22] show that deaths have reached 31 and the number known to be infected has reached 181 [for a
death rate of 17%]. The problem is that there are
more people infected that are without symptoms
yet so the disease continues to spread, albeit at a
lower rate. The total number of people under quarantine has come down a bit to 5,930.
Such diseases as MERS cause uneasiness among
public health officials because all of the features of
this specific virus are unknown, the exact nature of Technicians disinfecting a railway car in Seoul. [Getty Images]
the spread is unknown other than airborne, there is
no vaccine for it, the exact incubation period is not
known, and there are no drugs to treat it.
The commonly seen face masks are ubiquitous in
Asia but do little to stem the tide of the disease.
The masks are made of porous material which
doesn’t do much to filter out viruses because of the
extremely small size of the microorganisms. They
do filter out larger particles of dust and droplets
that may be carrying the virus. In addition, the fit of
the mask on the face is very important. If gaps remain, the air takes the path of least resistance so
there is no filtration at all. These gaps commonly
occur around the nose. Although the psychological
effect is beneficial it doesn’t do too much to reduce
the spread of the disease.

Protestors demonstrating at Guangnam Hospital

There are only two methods of stopping the spread
of an infection: (1) vaccines and (2) quarantine. As
mentioned above, there is no vaccine so quarantine
is now used extensively. Guangnam Hospital in
Seoul remains the focal point of the outbreak. It is
to be noted that the virus is spreading only in
health care facilities with Gangnam hospital the focus in the MERS outbreak. The medical center, located in Seoul's glitzy Gangnam district and considered one of the most prominent hospitals in the
capital, apologized for its handling of the outbreak.
This eruption has caused a marked drop in tourism
with once packed busses now running with empty
seats. It is estimated that southeast Asia tourism is
down by some 75%.

The 1900-bed Samsung Medical Center, considered the nation’s
finest. In South Korea, when a parent gets sick, it is widely considered a filial duty for the children to mobilize all connections
to secure a bed in Samsung or at a few other mega-hospitals.
But it’s not just the fame of Samsung that attracts patients.
Medical service is so affordable under the country’s universal
medical insurance system that all patients can be admitted.

Both the Guangnam and Konkuk Medical centers
have suspended all new admissions indefinitely to
concentrate on the MERS problem. The disease has
now spread to the Philippines which reported 2
new cases. Health officials are using cellphone
tracking to monitor quarantined patients. Overall,
however, the spread in South Korea seems to be
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July 27 Memorial
vided by the Maryland Veterans Administration.

The annual 27 July Truce Commemoration was held
at the Monument on July 27th at 7:00 PM. The
crowd was welcomed by Commander Mobley who
was followed by Abigail Nigh singing the National
Anthem. After the Invocation by Chaplain Johns,
Vice Commander Bishop introduced the speakers
who were Maj Gen Shin Kyoung Soo, Military Attaché at the Korean Embassy, who praised the bravery
and sacrifice of the American troops. He was followed by George W Owings, III, Secretary of the
Maryland VA who emphasized the benefits pro-

The talks were followed by introductory remarks by
Les Bishop after which wreaths were placed by
Chapter Officers and Committeemen. The names
of the Washington County dead were read by Mr.
Bishop to the accompaniment of a bell rung by Bob
Glausier.
The Honor Guard and Taps were provided by the
Washington County Joint Veterans Council and the
Antietam Detachment of the Marine Corps League.

Number and Age of Korean Service Veterans
Year

Troops

Age*

Year

Troops

Age

Year

Troops

Age

1955

75,328

80

1975

40,204

60

1995

36,016

40

1956

68,810

79

1976

39,133

59

1996

36,539

39

1957

71,043

78

1977

40,705

58

1997

35,663

38

1958

46,024

77

1978

41,565

57

1998

36,890

37

1959

49,827

76

1979

39,018

56

1999

35,913

36

1960

55,964

75

1980

38,780

55

2000

36,565

35

1961

57,694

74

1981

38,254

54

2001

37,605

34

1962

60,947

73

1982

39,194

53

2002

37,743

33

1963

56,910

72

1983

38,705

52

2003

41,145

32

1964

62,596

71

1984

40,785

51

2004

40,840

31

1965

58,636

70

1985

41,718

50

2005

30,983

30

1966

47,076

69

1986

43,133

49

2006

28,500

29

1967

55,057

68

1987

44,674

48

2007

28,500

28

1968

62,263

67

1988

45,501

47

2008

28,500

27

1969

66,531

66

1989

44,461

46

2009

28,500

26

1970

52,197

65

1990

41,344

45

2010

28,500

25

1971

40,740

64

1991

40,062

44

2011

28,500

24

1972

41,600

63

1992

35,743

43

2012

28,500

23

1973

41,864

62

1993

34,830

42

2013

28,500

22

1974

40,387

61

1994

36,796

41

2014

29,300

21

* Estimate assuming troops were 20 years old
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Funeral and Honor Guard

Scholarships Awarded

Antietam Chapter 312 has established a Funeral and
Honor Guard procedure to be performed at the
funeral of any Korean War Veteran. When a death
notice is published or reported to a member, the
Chaplain, Commander, and Membership Chairman
are to be notified.

The KWVA Chapter 312 awarded two scholarships
to high school students at their regular meeting
on July 1, 2015. The Scholarship Committee received a record 19 applications this year. The
committee is chaired by Joe Startari who was assisted by Clayton Burkholder, Ed Ruos, and
Charles Gaush who conducted interviews over a
The document explains all the procedures to be car- three day period.
ried out at the funeral home during viewing hours. The winners were Max Burzinski from the WashAll eligible members of the chapter are urged to ington County Vocational High School and Haley
Hartly from Smithsburg High School. The stuparticipate in the last rite for your comrade. The
dent’s parents and family were present for the
uniform for the ceremony is Class A with white awards and the lunch that preceded the award
gloves. Members should keep the procedures with ceremony.
your Will, DD-214, and other important papers and
Of the 19 applicants, 6 were from Boonsboro
should also give a copy to their next of kin.
High, 1 from Washington County Technical High,
Members are also advised to obtain a copy of the 2 from Smithsburg High, 1 from Clearspring High,
1 from Heritage Academy, 1 from Barbara Ingrapublication “TAPS” published by the The Retired han School for the Arts, 3 from South HagerOfficers Association since it desccribes burial pro- stown High, 2 from Williamsport High, 1 from
cedures and many VA benefits available for de- Hancock High, and 1 from North Hagerstown
High,
ceased veterans.

Sewol Ferry Disaster Still Looms Large
The city of Danwon, population 760,000, still seems
bewildered, unsure a year later of whether, or how,
to move on after the deaths of 250 students and 11
teachers that included most of the 11th grade. Individual suffering still lurks in the community, where
a collective, haunting sadness has taken hold. Restaurants, once bustling, have lost about a third of
their business because many people feel they
should not have fun when so many of their neighbors are in mourning.

added passenger accommodations above the main
deck that caused the center of gravity to become
too high. In addition the owner of the vessel used it
as a ‘cash cow’ to finance a luxurious life style that
eventually caught up with him in the form of a fatal
heart attack. This resulted in taking shortcuts in
vessel maintenance and hiring less than capable
crew members. The Captain of the ferry is now
serving a 36 year sentence and President Park’s rating plunged after the disaster and hasn’t recovered.

The deaths have become a terrible burden for this
city of mainly blue-collar workers an hour southwest of Seoul that was built in the 1980s out of farmland, and where factories today stamp out auto
parts and electronics.

Danwon High School has recovered enough that
the students are more happy. But the dead children’s absence still hangs over the city like a menacing cloud.
The disaster has been attributed to overloading with
cars and large trucks that were not weighed, and

The Sewol sinking after apparently hitting some rocks as can be
inferred by the damage to the side of the ship.
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