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Korean War Veteran®s Association       kwvaantietam312.org  

Veteran Of The Year 

In a surprise announcement, the Joint Vet-
eran®s Council of Washington County 
awarded our Commander, Les Bishop, the 
honor of being the Veteran of the Year.  He 
was nominated by Ron Twentey on Octo-
ber 29, 2013 who wrote of Les: 

He has proven himself to be an effective or-
ganizer, leader, and tireless participant in the 
past three years of Korean War commemora-
tive events.  He has directed, challenged, and 
encouraged members of the 312 to step up and 
show up in support of recognition and aware-
ness of the ¯forgotten victory° of the Korean 
War. He has (perhaps unknowingly) given new 
life to some old soldiers by encouraging them, 
through his own example, to do just a little bit 
more than they thought possible. Les is a good, 
dedicated, and hard-working man, and a fine 
example of a US Veteran®s character. 

Chapter 312®s most lasting accomplishment, 
completed on Les®s watch, stands proudly 
within the traffic island at Mealey Parkway and 
Potomac Avenue in north Hagerstown, forever 
commemorating the dedication and sacrifice of 
Washington County Korean War Veterans.  
Placing the Monument Project into the very 
capable hands of 312 member, Jim Mobley as 
Monument Committee Chairman, Les concen-
trated his efforts on coordinating with DOD 
and the Korean Embassy to assure that Chapter 
312®s membership would be properly honored 
in Korean War 60th anniversary commemora-
tive events. Attending more than 30 events and 
meetings with DOD, Korean Embassy, and oth-
ers, Les brought 312 into the spotlight as one of 
Maryland®s most active KWVA Chapters, assur-
ing the deserved recognition for Chapter mem-
bers. All this Les did with the support and un-
derstanding of his devoted wife, Fran, provid-

ing an outstanding example of leadership, 
work ethic, and citizenship to his children and 
grandchildren.  

Les was  a Washington County Resident since 
2000 and husband to Fran for 56+ years, Dad to 
5 great kids, Granddad to several and, in Fran®s 
words, ¯has been a great dad and husband. 

U.S. Army inductee January 21, 1955, serving 3 
years Active Duty, with Reserve obligation sat-
isfied January 20, 1963; Received Honorable 
Discharge and Good Conduct Medal.  

Memberships & Offices:  

¶ American Legion Post 211 - Life Member  

¶ National KWVA 

±    KWVA Chapter 312 - Charter Member 2007 

±    Secretary - 4 years 

±    Vice-Commander - 1 year 

±    Commander - 2 years 

±    Commanders Award - 2010 

He also attended the University of Maryland 
where he received his Master®s degree, worked 
on his Doctorate, and taught International Re-
lations at the University of Maryland®s Univer-
sity College.  
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Commander:         Les Bishop  240-420-3755 

  Vice Commander:         Pat Patterson  301-790-3941 

  2nd Vice Commander: Ron Twentey  240-882-6153 

  Secretary:                Charlie Morris   301-733-0352 

  Treasurer:          Jim Mobley  301-733-0433 

  Chaplain:          Dr Bud Johns  301-739-8077 

  Judge Advocate:         Carl Paylor  301-797-1462 

  Sergeant-At-Arms:        Dick Sayles  301-733-7123 

  Historian:         C. Burkholder   301-582-2930 

 

  Past Commanders  

 Ed Stahl, (dec)     Ned Renner 

 W. Winebrenner (dec)    Jim Ensminger 

   Executive Committee 

 Les Bishop       Pat Patterson 

 Ron Twentey     Charlie Morris  

 Jim Mobley       Jim Kline 

 John Koontz 

   Committee Chairmen   

   Ways and Means   Lou Surratt       301-393-0994 

   Activities      Vacant 

   Membership    Leon Geibel       301-665-3635 

   Newsletter    Charles Gaush, PhD     301-790-4985 

    crgaush@myactv.net 

 202 Lily Court, Hagerstown, MD 21740 

Important Dates   

April 2 Chapter 312 Meeting                      2:00 PM          American Legion Post 211 

April 5, 1951 McArthur writes letter to Congress with the intent to make it public  

April  9, 1951 McArthur fired, Ridgway hired  

April 18, 1951 McArthur addresses Congress  

April 16 Executive Comm Meeting              2:00 PM          American Legion Post 211 

May 3, 1951 McArthur discredited in hearing before Senate then fades away  

May 7 Chapter 312 Meeting                       2:00 PM          American Legion Post 211 

May 21 Exec Comm Meeting                        2:00 PM         American Legion Post 211  

April 21 The Monument Committee meets  on the 3rd Monday of the month, Post 211  

Al Jacobson 

A Memorial service for Al Jacobson will 
be held on April 12, 2014 at the 7th Day 
Adventist Church on Robinwood Drive.  
The church is located just beyond the en-
trance to Hagerstown Community Col-

Lt Col Kang 
Moon Ho  

Lt Col Kang 
Moon Ho®s 
tour of duty in 
the US will 
end on August 
4, 2014.  Lt Col 
Kang has been 
a ¯roving ambassador° in the metropoli-
tan DC area and has attended many lo-
cal service and private functions.  Known 
as ¯Tiger° his sparkling personality  will 
be missed by everyone.  Lt Col Kang is 
the Assistant Defense & Naval Attaché at the 
South Korean Embassy in Washington. 

The further backward you look, the further for-
ward you can see.  Winston Churchill  

Oral Histories 

Oral histories were discussed at the Exec 
Comm meeting on the 20th.  This has 
been on the back burner for months and 
it was decided to put the plan in action.  
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History Repeats 

Modern South Korea  
South Korea is now a modern flourishing 
country that has brought us kimchi, Taek-
wando,  several automobiles, and many elec-
tronic devices.  There are some facts about 
this country that may surprise you:  

± It is estimated that 98% of households in 
South Korea have computers and are con-
nected to their internet which operates at 
speeds unknown in the U.S. and are the fast-
est in the world.  Two -thirds of the population 
have smartphones. 

±  They make entertainment a priority, Korean 
arts and pop culture have been exported 
around the world, and for good reason. The 
South Koreans put a high value on arts and 
entertainment, and it's resulted in a culture 
rich with film, theatre, music and visual arts.  

±  The traditional Korean martial art of Taek-
wondo fuses self-defense and combat. But 
Taekwondo is more than a physical activity: 
It's also a philosophy of using the strength of 

the body and the power of the mind to create 
greater peace in the world.  

±  They are well pleased with their medical 
system in which everyone has been covered 
by insurance since 1989. 

±  They engage in contemplative practices. 
Buddhism is one of the most common relig-
ions in South Korea, and the principles of Ko-
rean Buddhism exert a strong influence over 
cultural attitudes and beliefs. Korean Bud-
dhism mainly follows the Seon (translated as 
"meditation") lineage, a path that is closely 
related to Japanese Zen Buddhism.  

±   They like the great outdoors and millions 
engage in camping.  They even have camp 
grounds scattered in and around their cities so 
they can seek refuge from the hustle and 
bustle of the city without taking a trip.  

History does repeat itself especially with re-
gard to war.  The first World War started be-
fore we were ready mostly because of Ameri-
can isolationism.  It took several years for us 
to gear up before sending Gen Pershing and 
the troops overseas. 

After that war, we  down -sized to next to 
nothing and were surprised by the Japanese 
attack at Pearl Harbor.  We had very little to 
respond with and I can recall seeing pictures 
of basic training troops using broom sticks as 
rifles.  Our American industry geared up to 
produce one of the largest military jugger-
nauts in the world with some 12,000,000 men 
under arms.  With the war over, we again 
drew down the military until we had less than 
one half million men.  

The Communists took note of this and of the 
turmoil in Southern Korea and  with the aid of  
Soviet and Chinese military planners, North-
ern troops struck on June 25, 1950.  This re-
sulted in one of the worst military defeats in 
American History.  Until we could get enough 
troops over there we were nearly pushed off 
the peninsula.  All of the major attacks that 

started wars, took place on Sunday. 

Now the Pentagon is again drawing down the 
forces again to less than 500,000 men which is 
a big mistake.  Their argument is that we have 
¯smart° weapons, bombs, etc and don®t need 
the men.  Wrong again!  There was never a 
war won without boots on the ground, lots of 
boots. 

Now the Russians are at it again taking advan-
tage of the chaos in Ukraine and Crimea with 
its port in Sevastopol, apparently learning 
nothing from their frolic in Afghanistan.  The 
Soviet Union once was a great power until it 
went bankrupt trying to enhance its military 
might  dissolving into several independent re-
publics.  Now it is trying to regain some of this 
territory and prestige by swallowing up other 
countries.  Let no one be confused, this is 
what Russia does now and in the future espe-
cially with Putin at the helm.  Be prepared for 
another war in any country where there is a 
weak military, civilian unrest and conflict, and 
America with its forces spread too thin to as-
sist.   

http://spice.stanford.edu/docs/religions_of_korea_yesterday_and_today/
http://spice.stanford.edu/docs/religions_of_korea_yesterday_and_today/
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Name Expires on: 

ASHBURN, Darwin W April 2, 2014 

NEAD, Robert D April 2, 2014 

WOLFORD, Charles W April 2, 2014 

CONNOR, Leon April 8, 2014 

HAUVER, Elwood E April 8, 2014 

DULLABAUM, Vaughn H April 10, 2014 

RHODES, James D April 10, 2014 

YOUNG, Albinas S April 17, 2014 

KEARNEY, Charles A April 23, 2014 

Tim Snyder Speech 
Tim Snyder gave a lecture on his book 
¯Trembling In The Balance: The Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal During the Civil War°  at 
our Mar 5 meeting, postponed from Feb due 
to the inclement weather.  The talk was on 
the significance of the C & O canal in the 
Civil War.  As Mr Snyder pointed out the 
canal was positioned between the two  ar-
mies and it wasn®t long before it was drawn 

into conflict and at times even became the 
MLR.  He described Confederate attempts 
to undermine its operations and  
Union efforts to utilize the canal for trans-
portat ion and supply purposes.  
If that wasn®t bad enough, between the con-
tending armies was the C & O Canal Com-
pany, a private entity, trying to do business 
by keeping the canal in working order, deal-
ing with government regulations and inter-
ference, ultimately hoping to survive the war 
and make a profit. The canal was used to 
transport coal, flour, wheat, troops, and ar-
tillery.  It was also used to fashion bridges,   
sort of like the treadway bridges in Korea.  

The Union Army commandeered many 
barges for their own use which caused sig-
nificant effects on the economy so the prac-
tice was eventually stopped. The canal  
played a role in major battles, such as Anti-
etam and Gettysburg, as well as in many 
smaller conflicts.  The book is a collection of 
much information on the war that was pre-
viously widely scattered and difficult to ac-
cess. 

KWVA National Membership Expires: 
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Reception for MG Shin a Success 
 
Nine representatives from Antietam Chapter 
312 attended a reception and lunch for MG 
Shin Kyoung So and his wife on March 19, 
2014 in Frederick, MD.  MG Shin is the new 
Defense Attache at the Republic of Korea Em-
bassy In Washington. D.C.  Approximately 80 
KWVA members, some wives and guests at-
tended the event which was held at the 
Dutch®s Daughter Restaurant.  It turned out to 
be a great event. 
The Frederick KWVA chapter hosted the event 
with Commander Bob Eader and Col. & Mrs. 
William Weber taking the lead in planning and 
leadership for the event.  There were some 
other special Korean guests as well.  Chairman 
Kim Jung Hoon had just arrived in Washington 
that morning and attended the reception with 
several other dignitaries traveling with him.  
Lt.Col. Kang (Assistant Defense Attache at the 
ROK Embassy) and his wife also attended.  On 
the American side, National KWVA Director 
Lew Ewing (Chapter 313) and five chapter 
Commanders (Charlie Reed ² Chapter 33, Bob 
Eader ² Chapter 142, Jimmy Carter ² Chapter 
191, Les Bishop ² Chapter 312 and Narce 
Caliva ² Chapter 313) were there.  Represen-
tatives from Congressman Van Hollen and 
Congressman Delaney®s offices were also in 
attendance. 
The reception got underway with a formal re-
ception line so everyone could meet and greet 
the honoree.  General Shin then proceeded 
around the room to talk everyone at each ta-
ble.  After a few words of welcome by Bob 
Eader and Col. Weber, a wonderful lunch was 
served.  Following lunch, both Chairman Kim 
and MG Shin made a few remarks to the audi-
ence.  Chairman Kim spoke about a new 
foundation that has been created to assist Ko-
rean War veterans and their descendants.  
Chairman Kim is in the U. S. to discuss future 
plans for the foundation with veterans, gov-
ernment leaders and possible business sup-
porters.  General Shin addressed the over-
whelming gratitude of the Korean government 

and Korean people for the sacrifices made by 
veterans of the Korean War.  He was emphatic 
about their contributions in making Korea the 
world leader it is today.  Col. Weber closed 
the meeting with an emotional appeal on 
what it means to be a Korean War Veteran 
and their place in history, and he emphasized 
the importance of HR Bill 318 (The Wall of Re-
membrance Bill) in preserving the honor and 
dignity of those who lost their live during the 
war.  All  things considered, it was an excep-
tional affair.  

Cdr Bishop, and Maj Gen Shinn 

Cdr Bishop, Gen Shinn, and Mrs Shinrs Shinn 

Lt Col Kang and Mrs Kang 
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This space is available for  

 

your advertisement  

This Newsletter is in full color on the internet:  

www.kwvaantietam312.org  

 


