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President Park Out!

New Defense Attaché Arrives

The South Korean Constitutional Court upheld
the National Assembly’s impeachment of President Park Friday March 10. Ms Park was not in
the courtroom when the verdict was handed
down. She was convicted of influence peddling
and pressuring big businesses to donate to two
foundations set up to back her policy initiatives
as well as backing a merger of two Samsung affiliates in 2015 that was seen as supporting the succession control over the country’s largest
“chaebol” conglomerate.

Brig Gen Pyo Se Woo has arrived to take up the position of the ROK Defense Attaché to the United
States. He was born on18 May 1966 in Busan. He has
a wife, Kang Ae-Kyung, and two sons, Joon Wu and
Joong Hyung.

Prosecutors have named Park, who now loses her
presidential immunity from prosecution, as an
accomplice in two on-going court cases linked to
the scandal, suggesting that she is likely to be investigated and could face legal proceedings
along with her confidant Choi Soon-sil.

Prime Minister Hwang Kyo-ahn, who was appointed acting president will remain in that post
until the election occurs in two months. He stated he is not interested in running for office.
The winners of the previous elections are listed
here

Brig Gen Pyo a B.S. degree from the US Military
Academy 1989, A MSFS degree from Georgetown
University in 1995, a PhD in International Studies
from the University of South Carolina 2004, a CCM-13
from the US-Asia Pacific Center 2013, a course in the
Korean NDU Senior Policy Makers 2015, and studies
at the Seoul National University International Security Strategy Program 2016.
He has held many positions, too numerous to list
here, but this is an example: Battalion Commander,
4th Bn, 125th Reg, 53rd DIV; Joint Defense Planning
Officer, CDTG, ROK JCS J5; Regimental Commander,
102 Reg, 17th DIV; Command Structure OIC, CDTG,
ROK JCS; DCG for Operations, 17th ID; and Deputy
Assistant Chief of Staff C5, CFC/UNC.
The General and his family live in nearby McLean,
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Notice
The trip to the U.S. Army Museum in Carlisle, PA is scheduled for April 26, 2017 with a snow/rain date of May 10,
2017. Details to follow.
-Ron
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More Missiles
Kim Jong Un’s latest missile test wasn’t much to
brag about but what’s really worrying is their
ICBM program. This hasn’t been used in some
time—since they put a satellite in orbit.
Obviously the current activity with IRBMs shows
his interest in intermediate range targets such as
South Korea, Japan, Australia, and Malaysia.
The very long range rockets, I call them ‘Long
Johns’, are designed to threaten the world but not
necessarily in a belligerent sense. Look at North
Korea; it has little or nothing, it does little manufacturing, it’s a small country, not much arable
land, has to hire his workers out to other countries and collect large fees, in other words he’s a
nonentity. But he wants to be considered a true
world power like south Korea and Japan. But he
has nothing by which he can do that except his
rockets and nuclear weapons so be assured he’s
going to do that; that will be a part of any bargaining talks so get used to it.
In North Korea, capping off its ballistic missile arsenal with an ICBM isn't necessarily about launching strikes at faraway targets, It's about showing
his regional adversaries that he is both serious
about his nuclear and missile programs, and that
he has the technical proficiency to wage a very
modern kind warfare if threatened. In the event
armed conflict broke out in the region, an ICBM
also provides North Korea a means to push the
U.S. in particular toward de-escalation rather than
the kind of "overwhelming" response promised
by Mattis.

I don’t know what the key to success
is, but the key to failure is trying to
please everyone.
April 5

Regular Meeting KWVA Chapter 312, American Legion Post 211, 2 PM

April 11

Regional KWVA meeting at Winchester Chapter 313, 12 Noon

April 12

Casual Lunch at Ledo’s Pizza, Foxshire Plaza, 2 PM

April 19

ExComm Meeting, Chapter 312, American Legion Post 211, 2 PM

May 3

Regular Meeting KWVA Chapter 312, American Legion Post 211, 2 PM

May 10

Casual Lunch at Ledo’s Pizza, Foxshire Plaza, Dual Hwy, 2 PM

May 17

ExComm Meeting, Chapter 312, American Legion Post 211, 2 PM

May 30

Memorial Day
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The Last Kim?

This was thought to be on the order of Jong-Un
who had put a ‘hit’ on his half brother after he became the new leader.
Thus, when Jong Un passes away there will be a
problem with the successor. Since Jong-Chul was
already ’passed over’ and Jong-Nam was now dead,
Han Sol would be the only logical successor.
However, Jong-Un’s wife, Ri Sol-Ju, suddenly disappeared for a 9 month period with no explanation. The 9 months sounds suspicious but since no
birth announcement was provided, no one knows
if there is another heir.
Han-Sol and his family [mother and sister] are now under
heavy guard at an undisclosed location by a group called
Cheollima Civil Defense [CCD] which claims to help
North Korean defectors being North Korean defectors
themselves. The group said Han-Sol left his home in Macau with the help of U.S., Chinese, and Dutch governments along with another unnamed country [probably
South Korea]. CCD stated that they were asked to help
Han-Sol and his family after the assassination and that they
are now located in a safe place.

Kim Han-Sol

With regard to the assassination, the question of using VX

Shown above is Kim Han Sol, the grandson of Kim Jong-Il
and the nephew of Kim Jong-Un. In late 2011, Jong-Il died
and his youngest son, Jong Un became the head of state.
The natural thought was that the 2nd brother would be the
successor since moves were made to emphasize Jong Chul.
Kim Jong-chul was born in 1981, the son of Kim Jong-il and
his companion Ko Yong-hui, who died in 2004. Until 2001, it
was assumed that Kim Jong-il's eventual heir would be his
eldest son, Kim Jong-nam. But in May 2001, Kim Jong-nam
was arrested at New Tokyo International Airport, Japan,
travelling on a forged Dominican Republic passport. He
was held and then deported to China. As a result of this
incident, Kim Jong-Nam had fallen from grace.
On February 2003, activities began to raise the profile of Kim
Jong-chul. The Korean People's Army began a propaganda
campaign using the slogan "The Respected Mother is the
Most Faithful and Loyal Subject to the Dear Leader Comrade Supreme Commander". Western analysts assumed
that the "Respected Mother" was Ko Yong-hui (Jong Il’s
mistress) mother of Kim Jong-chul and Kim Jong-un. This
suggested that Kim Jong-chul, despite his youth, had
emerged with Army backing to be a serious contender to
succeed his father.

Kim Jong Nam at the airport in Kuala Lumpur in extremis.

is unsettled. The use of such a potent toxin would obviously affect the women too unless they were wearing very
heavy gloves over which they wore nitrile gloves which
are generally impervious to chemical agents. Even in that
situation the task would be dicey. After the attack, JongNam was seen walking toward the exit where an ambulance took him to a hospital. VX is an oil, similar in viscosity to motor oil, and has low volatility that can be absorbed
through the skin or inhaled. Its effect is due to its inactivaHowever, Kenji Fujimoto, Kim Jong-il's personal chef, wrote tion of acetylcholinesterase which causes sustained unin his memoir, “I was Kim Jong Jlong-il's Cook”, that Jong- controlled muscle contraction which leads to rapid failure
Chul was “no good because he is like a little girl" (too ef- of vital organs. The lethal dose for humans is 0.00035 oz.
feminate). Fujimoto thought Kim Jong-il favored his young- with death ensuing within 1-2 hours. VX can also be deest son, Kim Jong Un. Jong-Chul was apparently spot- livered as a two-part compound mixed together at
ted attending two Clapton concerts on successive the site. This is probably what happened here thus
days at the Royal Albert Hall in London, in May 2015. the use of two women each having half of the VX
He has not been mentioned further. In 2017, Kim thus not being affected.
Jong-Nam was assassinated at the Kuala Lumpur airport in Malaysia by two women using VX nerve gas. 3

Picture of the Month
North Korea continues its development and
launching of missiles which they say are targeted to
sites in Japan. The UN has imposed sanctions, of
course, but the DPRK has developed a large number of sophisticated methods for evading them.
This is complicated by the lack of political drive for
implementation of many of sanctions by a number
of member states.
This is the Obama policy of waiting diplomacy or
eventually they’ll shoot themselves in the foot. The
new administration says the waiting phase is over
suggesting that things will be different in the future. However, a more aggressive policy would
tend to harden the North’s resolve and bear down
on their missile and war head program.
The UN sanctions are the best way to go if one
could develop a scheme to make them work better
inasmuch as the North is essentially doing business
as usual with states who don’t want to lose any Kim Jong-Il with his son Kim Jong-Un, undated photo
trade activity. As an example of how well off DPRK
is industrially is the fact that they recently advertised a quantity of Lithium 6 for sale. Lithium 6 is a
Minnich, Wallace T
Age 27
Hydrogen rich chemical used to ’augment’ atom
bombs.
Born: April 17, 1923
Died: Sept 5, 1950, Changnyong, Korea (KIA)
A UN report has listed many illicit transactions
such as the Pan Systems in Pyongyang which was
Sgt 1st Class, U.S. Army, SN: 33562839
recently exposed by Reuters as being behind a
2nd ID, 23rd Infantry Regiment
North Korean Intelligence controlled military comBuried:Rest Haven Cemetery, Hagerstown, MD
munications business operating in Malaysia and
In the “2nd Battle of the Naptkong Bulge”, the
Singapore as front companies. The company has
23rd Reg, 1st Bn was assigned to defend the southclaimed to have earned some $10,000,000 annually
ern approach to Changnyong-Pugongni road in a
doing business in over 50 markets. This shows the
series of very hard fought battles along with its
volume of states still avoiding their UN obligations.
2nd Bn. Unfortunately, the 1st batallion lost 50%
Namibia, Angola, Uganda, Tanzania, the Republic
of it’s men and we presume Lawrence was one of
of Congo, Malaysia, and China among others were
the lost.
mentioned by name. China should be the principle agent to clamp down on the DPRK but its progress in this direction is rather fragile.
These operations are carried out sub rosa, out of
the notice of the world which is beginning to wake
up and take note of what’s going on. It’s probably
best to continue to bring these illicit operations
out of the shadows and into the world with a lot of
fanfare and negative publicity to the offending nations. Perhaps by being called out and shamed by
the media these states will start losing business,
contracts, and programs they would otherwise
have. Unfortunately, the Trump Administration
and the war in the middle east take all the headlines.

Mongan, Jeremiah F

Age 21

Born: June 17, 1929
Died: July 5, 1950, Osan, Korea (KIA)
Pvt 1st Class, U.S. Army, SN 13 293 934
24 ID, 21 Reg, 1st Bn, Co B, 3rd Platoon
Burial: Manor Cemetery, Fairplay, Maryland
Jeremiah was probably the unluckiest guy in the
Army. He was in Task Force Smith which fought
the first Battle of the war at Osan 11 days into the
war. They were in a holding a position along the
road to Seoul, however the force was grossly outnumbered with old ammo and were forced to
withdraw with heavy losses along with Jeremiah.
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Chapter Members Attend Ceremony in
Annapolis
Les and Fran Bishop, along with Ron Twentey attended a special ceremony in Annapolis on March
22 that honored Korean War Veterans. The event
was sponsored by the Korean War Veterans of
Montgomery County, a Korean American-Veterans
group along with Maryland State legislators. The
veterans were treated to several musical renditions
by some outstanding young students before sharing
a huge buffet of Korean delicacies. After the lunch,
the U.S. Korean War veterans were given certificates
of appreciation from the Maryland State Senate and
numerous legislators talked about their appreciation for the veteran’s distinguished service and
hardships.
This was followed by several Korean
Dance Groups that performed for the assembled
veterans and legislators. All in all, it was a very impressive occasion.
A Personal Comment: As I have indicated, this was
an outstanding event. The purpose of the event
was to honor Korean War Veterans but there were
only five of us Americans there, (three from Chapter
33 and two from Chapter 312) that showed up compared to the hundred plus Korean Veterans. There
were representative from the Korean Embassy as
well. For such an outstanding show of warmth and
appreciation by the Koreans, I was embarrassed by
the meager turnout of the U.S. Veterans.
Les Bishop, Past Commander
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