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We already knew they could do this
—North Korea says it has fired an H-Bomb.

Many words and books have been written about
No Way!
the term Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD). It
sounds good as a method of retaliating against a —The North said it has miniaturized an H-Bomb to fit into a
war head.
trigger happy aggressor with atomic weapons, but
Most Nuclear Physicists doubt this very much unless
lets look at the reality.
they bought one ‘off the shelf’ somewhere (see next issue)
Suppose that the North fired at the U.S.; assuming
that one makes it to San Francisco. The U.S., of —North Korean rhetoric is prelude to an attack
course, would respond with weapons on North KoIt’s a prelude to something; usually another bomb or a
rocket test
rea. Since there are few major cities in the North
the first city to be hit would be the capital, Pyong- —The PDRK said it can hit NY City with their missiles
yang, which is only 120 miles from Seoul. DependA couple of weeks ago it was Austin, TX . PDRK has 12
ing on the wind direction and size of the incoming
types of missiles, most of which are older Russian models. Their missile would haveo to cover 6,842 miles to
missiles, the fallout could produce significant collatget to NY and survive 20,000 F reentry temperatures
eral damage to the capital or other downwind citand vibrations.
ies.
— The North says it has tested the ability of their war heads

to withstand these extreme conditions.
Here, we have to get a bit technical but it really isn’t
These were static tests carried out on the ground in
all that difficult. When a nuclear weapon detonates,
wind tunnels but have not been tested with a
the first product is heat at some 10,000,000o F. This
loaded (heavy) war head on a fired rocket. There have
never been any ‘end to end’ tests of their ICBM sys
heat causes a bubble to form with a distinct edge
tem.
which is called shock wave which does most of the
—
The
North
claims to have over 1 million men in their Army
damage since it travels faster than the speed of
and Reserve plus thousands of items of artillery, ordi
sound. In addition, the initial blast releases large
nance, and armor.
numbers of neutrons which cause fission in more
None of the troops have been battle tested and their
Plutonium. This initial explosion is so powerful that
weapons are mostly old Russian models from their
outmoded reserves.
it blows the rest of the bomb apart including the
rest of the unexploded fissile material which adds
A few weeks ago they have brazenly fired an ICBM
over Japan into the Pacific Ocean after they had been
very poisonous material, Pu239, to the fallout. So
chastised by the UN and China for their earth orbiting
these nuclear weapons are actually only about 30—
shot. Also 5 missiles were fired on the weekend of
35% efficient.
March 19 —20.

Personnel burns would occur at a distances of near- — Most recently, the North released a short video showing
the destruction of our capital by an A-Bomb fired
ly 1.5 miles in addition to radiation exposure.
from one of their missile-capable submarines.
Kim Jung Un has been threatening the ROK, Japan,
A diesel sub would have to travel a greater distance
than mentioned above so fuel would be a consideration
and the U.S. with their arsenal of weapons. Such
Also, there is no good information indicating that
statements have been released in such volume at
the North can fire such a missile from a submarine.
the start of U.S./ROK maneuvers, that one doesn’t
Another consideration
is how are they going to get
close enough on our east coast near the largest navel
know where to start. This makes it difficult to write
base in the world without detection? Finally, we know
about: this front page has been rewritten 5 times!
nothing about the accuracy of their missiles.
So I thought I would just itemize the rest of it and
Since seeing is believing, and since we have seen little of this,
reply to each one.
one wonders how they made such great strides recently. What

is not generally known is the great world black market for missile and war head parts by which some of their equipment could
have been made. But Mr Kim does have a vivid imagination.

—North Korea launched two short-range missiles.
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Sanctions
The last several issues of the Newsletter contained
stories about the aggressive events occurring in
North Korea and the reaction of the South and adjoining nations as well as the U.S.
However Mr Kim seems unconcerned and belligerently continues with his nuclear weapon and rocket
experimentation. And with each such test, the
North gains a little more knowledge about improving their weaponry.
I think Ms Park and her government must soon
come to the conclusion that the North is never going to stop their nuclear program because that’s all
they have! The onus to restrain the North falls on
China, its closest neighbor, but it hesitates because
the two countries are very close Communist allies.
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The newest set of UN sanctions contains an item
that prohibits the sale of North Korean coal to China. This presents a problem because China is the
only trading partner for DPRK coal not to mention
how the sanction could be monitored.

Committees

The latest news (3/11) indicates that the North will
confiscate all of ROK’s assets in the Kaesong Industrial Park worth some $1.5 bn, a godsend to one of
the world’s poorest nations. In addition, they will
conduct more nuclear tests because of the annual
spring U.S.—ROK war games which drives them
batty. This is because the North thinks they are aggressive practice for the invasion of their country
whereas they are actually defensive games to prepare for an invasion from the North since they have
already done that. In their paranoid frame of mind,
maybe they are expecting some pay-back!

Send stories and pictures to: crgaush@myactv.net

Red, White, and Blue Concerts
June 14

U.S. Air Force Band

Sick List. Chapter 312 Chaplain Dr Bud Johns was admitted
June 29

to the Meritus Medical Center on Saturday, March 12 suffering from pneumonia. Also Ron Twentey is still out and you
can call him at 1-240-882-6153.

229th U.S. Army Band

April 4

Bingo at Julia Manor, 2:00 PM

April 6

Regular KWVA Meeting, American Legion, 2:00 PM, Post 211

April 6, 1917

U.S. Enters WW I

April 9, 1865

Gen Lee Surrenders at Appomattox

April 13

Joint Meeting of Regional KWVAs, American Legion Post 211, 11:00 AM

April 20

KWVA Exec Comm Meeting, American Legion, 2:00 PM, Post 211

April 28, 1952

Occupation of Japan Ends
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Transportation for Chapter Members

Regional Meeting Up-date

In the March Newsletter, it was announced that the
chapter was considering ways we could provide
transportation to chapter meetings and other events
to chapter members who can no longer drive themselves. Since that article also stated that I would be
the point-of-contact, here is what I would like to
do. First, we need to know who needs a ride. If any
one out there would like to have me find them a
ride, please give me a call at 240-420-3755. Please
give me as much notice as possible.

The regional meeting planned for April 13th is now
getting into its final stages. It looks like we will
have a good crowd and it will be a great opportunity to talk to vets from other chapters. By the same
token, it will be an opportunity to show off our own
chapter and activities. This is why I would like to
encourage our members to attend. And, don’t forget that wives or companions are invited to participate with us as well. I need to know how many are
going to attend, however.

To get this started, I would also like to start roster of
potential drivers. If anyone out there would not
mind picking someone up and bringing them to our
meetings, please give me a call on that also. On
both accounts – those who need a ride and those
who can provide it - please don’t be shy. There is a
need here. The companionship and participation at
our meetings is something we need to foster for the
good of the chapter.
Les Bishop

Please give me a call at 240-420-3755 by April 6th or
sign up at the April 6th chapter meeting, we need
to give the Legion a headcount. By the way, the
meeting will be held at the Funkstown American
Legion Post 211 and not at the Boonsboro Legion as
reported earlier.
Here is the schedule of events:
11:00 – 12:00 AM - social hour to meet and greet
our guests
12:00– 1:00 PM - buffet lunch at $5 donation per
person please.

National Korean War Memorial

1:00PM – 3:00PM - Introduction of special guests
WASHINGTON — The Korean War Veterans Meand
presentations.
morial on the National Mall, one of the most striking of the war memorials, with the seven-foot-tall
stainless steel statues of soldiers in the field and its For additional information or questions, please give
imposing dark gray granite wall etched with images me a call and please plan to attend.
of those who supported the troops.
rean War foundation’s maintenance fund, and
Hyundai, the South Korean car company, paid
more than $20,000 in July for a ceremony celebrating the 20th anniversary of the memorial’s dedication.

While more than 36,000 Americans died in the War,
historians still call it the “forgotten war.” And now,
with the Korean War Veterans Memorial Foundation struggling to set up a maintenance fund for the
memorial, and to build a Wall of Remembrance,
those looking for the necessary financing are feeling forgotten all over again — the only backing is
coming from overseas.

“Their financial situation is really not that good,
and we wanted to chip in and help to maintain the
memorial,” said Won-Kyong Kim, executive vice
“Our greatest support comes from corporate Ko- president at Samsung Electronics. The memorial is
rea,” said Col William E. Weber, the chairman of the “very meaningful” to the South Korean community,
foundation and a retired colonel in the United he added.
States Army who served in the Korean War.
“American corporations — forget it.” He said no Col Weber said that when veterans of the Korean
American corporate entity had committed to sup- War went to South Korea, they were “treated with
port the foundation’s efforts to meet its $5 million almost godlike respect.” “They recognize that their
freedom is a direct result of the people who fought
fund-raising goal.
the Korean War,” Col Weber said. He said that
Because of budget shortfalls, the National Park Ser- many Americans take an out-of-sight, out-of-mind
vice is facing an $11.5 billion backlog on mainte- approach to veterans’ issues, which can be espenance projects and often turns to nonprofit groups cially sensitive for veterans of World War II, Korea
to help maintain the war memorials. Samsung the and Vietnam. These veterans feel as if their contrielectronics company, donated $1 million to the Ko- butions didn't mean all that much, remembering
only current vets from the Middle East Wars.
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The poem is a familiar one which is found on the
base of the Statue of Liberty. When the statue was
given to the United States, its donor’s agenda was
to celebrate the two nations’ commitment to the
principles of liberty. It seems to be particularly relevant in today’s world of millions of homeless and
neglected refugees. It was a 4th generation Jewish
girl who was commissioned to write something for
the statue’s dedication. As the Historian of the statue wrote “it was never built for immigrants”, the
poem was part of an appeal to raise funds for the
pedestal which was a long difficult struggle. Emma
thought otherwise, remembering her ancestors
plight in Europe she penned the famous sonnet.
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Finally in 1903, after intense lobbying, the poem was “affixed to
the pedestal as an ex post facto
inscription”.
Today there are probably millions
of replicas of the statue of all sizes but unfortunately, Emma never
saw the finished work, the Mother of Migrants in all her glory.
The young poet died from Hodgkins Disease at age
38 in 1887. You can’t think of the statue without
hearing the words Emma Lazarus gave her.

MARYLAND MILITARY PERSONNEL STILL MISSING AT CHOSIN RESERVOIR
Last Name

First Name

Baido

James

Carty

Paul

Colletti

William

Crisp

George

Delauter

Mid Name

Service

Rank

Status

Date

CityCounty

State

USA

O-4

MIA

11/27/50

Baltimore

MD

USA

E-4

MIA

12/06/50

Frederick

MD

USA

E-3

KIA

12/04/50

Baltimore

MD

S

USA

O-2

MIA

12/12/50

PG County

MD

Roy

Charles

USA

E-5

KIA

12/01/50

Washington

MD

Dye

Dailey

Francis

USMC

E-2

MIA

11/30/50

Hagerstown

MD

Fish

Wiliam

USMC

E2

KIA

11/28/50

Baltimore

MD

Kennedy

Robert

G

USA

E-5

KIA

12/01/50

Baltimore

MD

La Brie

Clarence

Ronald

USMC

E-2

KIA

11/28/50

Baltimore

MD

Mathis

Grayson

Lee

USA

E-5

MIA

12/03/50

Montgomery

MD

Merryman Robert

B

USA

E-4

MIA

11/30/50

Baltimore City MD

Mryncza

Leo

Walter

USMC

E-2

MIA

11/27/50

Baltimore

Rea

Frederick

M

USA

E-4

MIA

12/12/50

Baltimore City MD

Ridge

Kenneth

L

USA

E-4

MIA

12/12/50

Washington

MD

Riggs

William

Russell

USMC

E-3

KIA

12/03/50

Elk Mills

MD

Swavely

Kermit

George

USA

E-4

MIA

12/02/50

Baltimore City MD

Thomas

Roy

Henry

USA

E-4

MIA

12/12/50

Baltimore City MD

Thorn

Edward

USMC

E-2

KIA

11/29/50

Baltimore

MD

Wishon

David

USA

E-4

MIA

12/01/50

Baltimore

MD

K

Jr

Joint Veterans Council

MD

PHOTO OF THE MONTH

The Joint Veterans Council of Washington County
named Harold Delauter as Veteran of the Year for
2016. Harold is an active member of KWVA Chapter
312 and is the Master of Ceremonies at the Veterans
Day remembrance at the Court House. It is interesting to note that the last three Veterans of the
Year are all members of KWVA Chapter 312. In the
two previous years Ron Twentey and Les Bishop
were awarded this honor.
As a new feature of the Newsletter, I am adding “The
Picture of the Month” which will feature the best
photographs based on subject matter and technical
quality. Any member can submit his own picture or
one acquired elsewhere. In the latter case, please
give the source.

Photo by Daniel Gaush
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