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cials but was reported first by the Washington
[State] Free Beacon. The submarine is a Soviet
It has long been known that North Korea has a model built in North Korea and is believed to be a
number of launch vehicles since their leaders con- Romeo Class Russian patrol sub designed to carry
stantly boast about them [probably because that’s an unknown number of nuclear missiles.
the only thing they can boast about!]. However, it North Korea is believed to have significant superiis little known that South Korea also has rockets.
ority in the number of submarines relative to

Korean Rockets—North and South

South Korea, having some 70 vessels, including
about 20 1,800-ton Romeo-class submarines.
South Korea has some 20 submarines of various
classes BUT this nation has the largest ship building yards in the world.

The latest South Korean rocket to be launched was
on January 20, 2013 when they launched their
rocket in a flawless liftoff from the South Korean
Naro Space Center located on the southern coast
at 4:00 PM local time. The 140 ton rocket was the
first successful effort by ROK scientists following
two failed launches in 2009 and 2010. The Korean
Space Launch Vehicle-1 [KSLV], also known as the
Naro booster, was designed to send a small Science and Technology Satellite, STSAT-2C, into orbit.
This launch carried the 220 pound satellite into
orbit on top of the 108 foot tall KSLV rocket. This
vehicle consisted of a Russian built first stage and
South Korean upper stages. The satellite entered
an elliptical orbit that circles the earth every 103
minutes with the highest point at 932 miles and
the lowest at 186 miles for an elliptical ratio of 5.00.

Prior to this launch, all of ROK’s satellites were
launched from overseas locations using foreign
made rockets. It is estimated that south Korea has Some of the North Korean Rockets; the newer Unha not included.
about 10 satellites in orbit.
On the other hand, North Korea launched it’s Unha-3 rocket with a satellite on December 12, 2012
and another as recently as 2014. Observers say the
satellite is tumbling in orbit despite protestations
from the North. The US and other observers think
this was a veiled attempt to test a ballistic missile
system. The Unha rocket has a range of 6,500
miles putting it within reach of Hawaii and Alaska.
The North is thought to have some 1,000 missiles
of various types.
More troubling than the Unha is a new ballistic
missile designed for a submarine. North Korea
already has submarines. This missile was the one
fired successfully in 2014, not from the sub but
from a floating platform off their south east coast.
These events were confirmed by Pentagon offi- North Korean Nuclear Sub. This seems to be a very old Soviet
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submarine. Nuclear does not refer to propulsion, note the
diesel exhaust fumes at the upper right.
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Honored Member Passes Away
Charlie Morris, 82, a Charter
Member of Chapter 312, passed
away on March 9. He had been
voted Veteran of the Year by the
Joint Veterans Council of Washington Co. He has served Chapter 312 well and jovially for many
years and served as its Secretary
for years. He was a genteel, softspoken man who was everyone's friend.
Charlie is survived by his wife, Anna M Morris,
daughters Charlene and Kathie, and one son,
James. He is also survived by four sisters: Mae,
Lois, Dorothy, and Donna; three brothers; Jack,
Dick, and Bob.
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He retired from Mack Trucks, Inc. after 28 years
of service as an inspector.
He was a member of numerous social organizations including the American Legion Post 211,
VFW, Korean War Veterans Association Chapter
312, and the Joint Veterans Council among others.

Committees

Viewing took place at the Minnich Funeral home
on Thursday evening with the KWVA performing
their customary memorial ceremony. Funeral
services were held on Friday at 1 PM at the funeral home with the Rev Jerry Lowans officiating.
tinued due to price and quality.

Send Articles and Photos to: crgaush@myactv.net

Executive Committee
At the Executive Committee Meeting, it was announced that
* the Infantry Blue utility jacket would be discon-



The supply of King James Bibles has been exhausted and 4 more copies were authorized
by the QM.



The Committee decided that new members
would receive the Bylaws, a free pin, and a
pair of white ceremonial gloves.



The JVC would make a posthumous award for
Charlie Morris

Scheduled Events
April 1

Professor Shin from Frostburg University

April 1

Chapter 312 Regular Meeting, 2:00 PM, American Legion Post 211

April 15

Executive Com meeting, 2:00 PM, American Legion Post 211

April 15

Deadline for student applications for scholarships

April 22

Lunch at Western Sizzler, 12:30 PM
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Korea—After 1955
The U.S. military has had as many as 22 camps in Korea after 1955. These were all
clustered in north western South Korea near the DMZ. We don’t know how many
there are today since some have closed, some been incorporated into other camps,
and some have been enlarged. Typically and as would be expected, the camps and
facilities have been vastly improved over the ensuing 60 years.
You find what you would expect to find in a military camp; barracks in a variety of
forms, air strips, planes, helicopters, mess halls, motor pools, etc. A typical one
would be Camp Stanley which is a few miles NE of Soule. It is the home of the 13th
Helicopterunit which supplies transportation for a variety of units. It has undergone
many changes since 1955 and is scheduled to be closed in 2016. Following are some
pictures of their facilities.

Camp Stanley, 1955

Old barracks—Tent City 1954

Main Gate

Camp Stanley, 2007.

New barracks—2007
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The St Louis Records Fire
Shortly after midnight on July 12, 1973
[not 1979], a fire was reported at the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC)
building at 9700 Paige Blvd in St Louis,
MO. The first fire fighters arrived at the
scene in a little over 4 minutes. They
reached the burning 6th floor but had to
retreat at 3 AM due to the intense heat.
The firemen used substantial amounts of
water on the fire—on the exterior as well
as the interior. The fire burned out of
control for 22 hours and it was officially
declared out 41/2 days later. It took 42
fire companies to reduce the fire which
is equivalent to an 8-10 alarm fire.
Since the fire was concentrated on the
5th and 6th floors, the massive amounts
of water poured into the building caused
water damage to the millions of documents on other floors. Due to the extensive damage, investigators were never
able to determine where or why the fire
started. However, inspection of other
parts of the building revealed cigarette
butts in waste baskets so it is assumed
that a live butt was thrown into a waste
basket.

McDonald-Douglas Corp in St Louis
which had giant vacuum chambers. Records were placed in the chambers in milk
cartons and frozen, then heated to dry
the paper by evaporation in the vacuum.
This process removed 8 tons of water for
each run of 2000 plastic milk cartons of
records. In all, more than 6.5 million records were recovered.
Unfortunately,
some 17,000,000 records were lost but
the effort to reconstruct continues.
The NPRC building was completed in 1958
and was 2 blocks long and one block wide,
the largest building in St Louis at the time
as well as being in the top 20 of the largest
buildings in the world.
Records were kept in 4-drawer file cabinets stacked 2 high, file archive boxes on
metal shelves 29 ft high, and other smaller cardboard boxes. The volume of combustible material was enormous and was
very dry accounting for the rapid spread
of the fire which destroyed the 6th floor.

Please note that this facility, which
housed military records going back to
the 1800s, did not have: a sprinkler system, duplicate files, microfilm copies,
microfilm cameras or covers for the record stacks.
In the aftermath, regulations were issued prohibiting the disposal of any additional military records. The NPRC reconstructed their records from the VA,
State records, pay vouchers from the AGs
office, Selective Service System, pay records from the GAO, as well as medical
records and files from thousands of individual units.
Drying the records was enhanced by
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Korea Veteran Passes Away
John C Koontz, Sr , 82, died on Wednesday
March 11, 2015 at the Meritus Medical Center in
Hagerstown, MD. He was born on May 18, 1932
in Cozy Town, Franklin County PA and was a
member of the Broadfording Church of the
Brethren.
John is survived by two sons,
Pastor John Clarence Koontz Jr.
of Pinesburg, MD. and David
Leslie Koontz of Hagerstown;
three grandchildren, Mindy
Dietrich, Timothy and Joshua
Koontz; two great grandchildren; and a number of nieces
and nephews.
Funeral services were held on March 11, 2015 at
11 AM the Minnich Funeral Home with the Rev
Dick Heckman officiating. Military Honors were
provided by Chapter 312 of the Korean War Veterans Association and the Joint Veterans Council
of Washington County.
John was a veteran of the Korean War and served
in the 101 Airborne Division but mainly in the
24th Infantry Division. With the latter infantry
division, he landed at Incheon and fought in one
of the several battles for Soule. He was a man of
few words but when he said something, he got
right to the heart of the matter. And he was not
shy about expressing his opinion.
John did some farming with his father before being drafted. After the war, he was a self employed plasterer for some 50 years but when the
work load got too heavy, he formed his own
crew. He was engaged in plastering work at
many building in Maryland and Pennsylvania including the Maryland Theater and Scotland
Chapel among others. Scotland Chapel was one
of his major efforts and is in as good a condition
today as it was in 1973 when it was built.
P Dennis Kontz, a nephew, has invited Chapter
312 to visit Scotland Chapel, now a Korean Children’s School. The address is 3583 Scotland Road
off I-81. You will be able to see a grand example
of John’s work.
A South Korean version of the Huffington Post, a very
good online newspaper, has made its debut, written in
Korean with some translations. Go to
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Summer Concerts at HCC Amphitheater
May 31

Air Force Airmen of Note

June 24

Navy Commodores

June 28

Maryland Defense Force Band

July 5

229th Army Band

August 8

Navy Sea Chanters

Sept 13

Navy Cruisers
6th Army Band & Soldiers Chorus

All concerts are at 6:15 PM, free to the public

Dues Due!
The following members have not paid their
chapter dues of $10:
Conrad Beard
Frank Broadwater
Pete Callas
Orville Dye
Robert Flotz
Paul Hamilton
Elwood Hauver

Ralph Hoover
Harold King
Gale Kline
George Knight
Richard Long
Wilbur Snyder
George Stennett
Robert Vanlaningham
Charles Wolford
Gilbert Zimmerman
Send dues to: Leon Geibel, 11 Plantation
Dr, Hagerstown, MD 21740 or come to the
meeting—April 1.
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