HEROES
REMEMBERED

As we all know, the Korean War has
never ended! Only a ceasefire armistice
was signed and is still in effect. We cannot
let the sacrifice and dedication of Korean
War Veterans and Cold War Veterans be
forgotten! Those of
you who served or are
currently serving in
Cold War Korea are
eligible to become
members of the
Korean War Veterans
Association.* We
welcome you and
encourage you to join
us!

KOREAN WAR OR
KOREAN SERVICE*
VETERAN?
1950 - PRESENT*

ANTIETAM CHAPTER 312
KOREAN WAR
VETERANS ASSOCIATION

P.O. BOX 868 HAGERSTOWN, MD 21734

LEON GEIBEL, MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN
301.665.3635
LES BISHOP, COMMANDER
240.420.3755
Chapter 312 KWVA meets the first Wednesday
of each month at Funkstown American Legion
Post 211 at 2:00 pm. All are welcome!
Website: www.kwvaantietam312.org

INQUIRE ABOUT MEMBERSHIP
IN ANTIETAM CHAPTER 312
KOREAN WAR
VETERANS ASSOCIATION
HAGERSTOWN, MD

ANTIETAM CHAPTER 312 - A PROFILE
Antietam Chapter 312 was formed in the spring of 2007 and received its charter from the
national Korean War Veterans Association in July. The impetus for a Korean War veterans
chapter in Hagerstown originated by some residents who were members of the Frederick
chapter, but lived in Hagerstown. When the new chapter was formed in Hagerstown, thirtyone veterans signed up to be charter members. In the five-plus years since its incorporation,
Antietam Chapter 312 has more than doubled its membership.

FREEDOM
IS NOT FREE

The major goals for the new chapter were to foster fellowship among Korean War
veterans, to ensure that the Korean War would not become the “Forgotten War” and to
develop service programs within Washington County. The Chapter has become one of the
most active veterans organizations locally and its activities have been true to its goals.
To promote its community service goal, the Chapter started a scholarship program for
Washington County high school seniors three years ago, and currently offers two
scholarships. Using the guidelines from the national Korean War Veterans Association,
Chapter representatives also visit local schools and other organizations to talk about the
Korean War and share personal experiences from the war. The Chapter has sponsored
numerous social events for its own members and it has hosted several gatherings of Korean
War veterans from KWVA chapters in Maryland and Virginia. The various fundraisers also
serve as public information events.
The main thrust of the Chapter, however, is to ensure that the dedication and sacrifice of
Korean War veterans from Washington County does not get lost under the “Forgotten War”
label. In 2010, the Chapter sponsored a significant program at Hagerstown Community
College to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the start of the Korean War. The event was
supported by the Republic of Korea Embassy. The many parades and veterans remembrance
programs around the area also provide an opportunity for the Chapter to “show its face”
publicly and thereby remind people of the Korean War.
The most industrious and lasting program to remind people of the sacrifices made by
Korean War veterans is the establishment of a monument in Hagerstown to honor all Korean
War veterans. This project has already been several
years in the planning stage and will be dedicated on June
23, 2013 in conjunction with the 60th anniversary of the
Korean War truce agreement signed on July 27, 1953.
Support for Antietam Chapter 312 programs has
been outstanding. In spite of the ever-increasing age of
its members, the chapter has maintained a robust
character in its volunteerism, attendance at meetings, and
a positive attitude to get the job done. We are very
hopeful that the future will be as successful as our past.

❉ CRITERIA FOR MEMBERSHIP IN
THE KOREAN WAR VETERANS
ASSOCIATION, INC.
Any person who has seen honorable
service in any of the Armed Forces of the
United States, defined as Army, Navy,
Marines, Air Force, and Coast Guard, is
eligible for membership if:
1.Said service was within Korea or
outside Korea at any time from June
25, 1950 to January 31, 1955.
2.Said service was within Korea,
including territorial waters and
airspace, at any time from February 1,
1955 to present.
3.Annual membership dues to National
KWVA and Chapter 312 KWVA are
kept current year to year.

